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Introduction  
 

This report contains a review of the Club’s activities for the year ended 31st October 2017.  
 
While we have tried to capture as many of the key events and activities as possible the sheer scale of 
undertakings means that some may have been overlooked. Please be assured that this was not 
intentional. 
 
Members - In this report we have kept all “Thank You’s” to a minimum as there are so many of you 
involved in different aspects of running the club - from teams (players, caddies, managers & 
backroom), committees, event management and daily logistics – that it is impossible to include 
everyone and we run the risk of missing out people. If you are involved in any of these aspects please 
be assured that your involvement, commitment and dedication is very much appreciated and it makes 
Castle Golf Club such a wonderful place to be a member. 
 
We hope the Annual Report captures the essence of what makes Castle Golf Club so special. 
 

 
 

Obituary 

 
It is with deep regret that we record the deaths of the following members over the past year: 
 
Peggy Clarke, Kitty Gleeson, Patrick McDonough, Declan O’Callaghan, Peter O’Connor, Hazel Turpin, 
Jim Walsh 
 
We extend our sincere sympathies to their families. 
 

 

 

 

 

Development Plan Update – Eamon Duggan  

 
Significant work was done in 2016/17 building on the earlier proposals produced by the SDRC and 
culminating in the presentation to the Members at the EGM in June 2017. Following approval by the 
Members to secure the necessary finance, planning permission for the changes to the Clubhouse was 
lodged in August and the final grant of planning is expected in early November. The proposal is to 
mobilise a contractor to commence the preliminary work before Christmas with the main construction 
starting in January. The target remains to complete all construction works before the 1st May 2018. 
 
Regular updates will be issued by the Board as we enter this exciting and busy time. 
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GUI Report – Ken McCoy  
 
Competition Committee Members: Frank O’Hare, Diarmuid McAuliffe, Niall McDonnell 
 
2017 was year another busy year for the competition calendar. 
 
Major winners were 
 
Captain’s (Barry McConville) Prize        President’s (Louise Church) Prize 
Conor Agnew                                                                  David Sheppard                               
 
 

                
 
 
St Patricks Cup   Neil Kelly  
Bailey Cup    David Simpson 
 
 
Club Championships 
From qualifying early in the golfing season to Finals Day on the 17th of September we had some great 
matches, even Dublin and Mayo battling it out in the background didn’t detract from some very exciting 
final matches. 
 
There was great support from members, family and friends for the finalists of all matches over the 
course of the day, culminating with a very popular win for Ronan Burke in the Club Championship. 
 
Other successes of note on the day included the Pierce Purcell Manager ‘Joe Connor’ showing a 
Pierce Purcell team member ‘Ronan Harrison’ how to bring home the bacon in the Senior Match play, 
with David Cosgrove winning the Autumn Trophy and then going on to share runner-up position with 
his dad ‘Peter’ in the Foursomes. 
 
Golfer of the year 
Another great battle here between the ‘young guns’ Matthew Donnelly and David Cosgrove, with 
Matthew winning out in the end. The ‘older guns’ were well represented in the top 10 with David 
Simpson and Alan Richardson featuring prominently. 
 
Monthly Medals 
Our overall Gold medal winner this year with 38 points in the medal final was Nicholas Armstrong. 
 
Winter League 
With five weeks counting in the 2017 winter league the winners were ‘Kings of the Castle’ captained 
by Andrew Keely with 405 points. 
 
First  Kings of Castle    Andrew Keely   405 
Runner up D'Unbelievables    Paul Lysaght  399 
Third  Weapons of Grass Destruction  Collie Gleeson  399 
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2017 Paul McGinley Ryder Cup between Grange GC and Castle GC 
This year’s Paul McGinley Ryder Cup match between Grange GC and Castle GC took place on 
Saturday 23rd of September with Grange as hosts and strong favourites to retain this coveted prize 
and ‘bragging rights. 
 
On arrival, both sets of players were met and greeted by their team captains Plunkett Walsh for 
Grange and John Leonard for Castle, followed by the annual dressing down of both sets of players,  
the presentation of the team kits, and then the raising of the team flags. Both clubs having recently 
featured in Carton House (Castle in the Barton Shield and Grange in the Junior Cup) were in great 
form coming into this clash; it’s just unfortunate none of our Barton Shield team made the top 10 order 
of merit!!  
 
The home team having never lost a Ryder Cup showed their experience and were in control after the 
fourballs, leading 4 ½ - 1 ½. On speaking with Team Captain John, after the fourballs, he was 
confident that his team would turn the corner and make history by being the first to bring home the 
Ryder Cup to Castle, and also bring home the first piece of silverware in 2017. Obviously, John had 
already hit the bar at this stage, as the home team continued to take points, extending their lead in the 
foursomes by 4 – 2 and 8 ½ - 3 ½ in the overall, with the singles to come and a pool of 12 points up 
for grabs. 
 
The spoils in the singles were shared 6 – 6, resulting in a home win and retention of the Ryder Cup 
and 3 in a row for Grange by an overall result of 14 ½ - 9 ½. A couple of special mentions – Club 
Captain Barry defeated Grange Club Captain John Nolan with relative ease in the singles, whilst 
Brendan Meaney cast aside Grange Junior Cup poster boy Kevin O’Meara. Castle Golfer of the Year 
Matthew Donnelly and his partner Cormac Long won all their matches which was very impressive. 
 
Captain John presented the victorious Captain Plunkett with the Paul McGinley putter for 2017.  The 
latter noted that he had never experienced pressure like it before, and was just delighted not to be the 
captain to have lost the first Ryder Cup match to Castle. 
 
Castle Team Captain John was gutted afterwards and noted - Never before have I seen such a 
talented team take the field to represent Castle and totally underperform. Next year, I suggest we turn 
our order of merit upside down and take the bottom 10 from the order of merit and ask Stevie Wonder 
to select the Captain’s Picks. 
 
Finally, it was an immensely enjoyable day (and night!!) acknowledged by all the participants and 
played in the spirit in which it was designed to be played in. I would strongly recommend you take a 
lesson from Colin Clancy to work on your game and ensure you make the order of merit for 2018 

Hamper & Turkey Season 

Under the handicap system, a member can win only one Hamper, or one Turkey and Ham or one 
Turkey and all other prizes won thereafter are rewarded with a bottle prize.  
 
The handicap adjustments for winning are as follows: 
 
 
 

 

Hamper -3 

Turkey & Ham -2 

Turkey   -2 
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Alex Gleeson 

Alex enjoyed another successful year on the international golf fairways and was one of the heroes of 

the hour gaining a vital half in his singles match as Ireland mounted a late singles comeback at 

Moortown to tie 7.5-7.5 with hosts England and win the Men's Home Internationals for the fourth year 

in a row — an unprecedented success for Irish golf. 

Card Markers 

Members should note that on Saturday nights throughout the year, considerable volunteer work is 
done behind the scenes by this group to make sure that competitions are well managed and run 
smoothly.  
 
The Card Markers in 2017 are as follows: 
 
John Jones   Michael O'Neill Joe Connor 
Robert Stanley  Aidan Neill  Ken McKervey 
Fred Shackleton  Harte, David  Michael Brennan 
Philip Murphy   Frank O’Hare  Graham Walsh Mark O’Riordan 
 

 
GUI Teams – Conor Agnew  
 

Valiant Barton Shield quest comes up just short. 
 

 
 
Having secured Castle's first ever Barton Shield Leinster title in dramatic fashion at Kilkenny GC in 
July, we experienced All Ireland Finals for the second consecutive year and the third time in four 
years. 
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We faced the current holders of the Barton Shield, Warrenpoint GC in the All Ireland Semi Final with 
the knowledge that this was going to play like the Final, given both the strength of their squad but 
more importantly the fact that they specialise in Barton Shield foursomes and have an exemplary 
record in the competition.  
 
The final Castle pairings included Jack Walsh & Alan Lowry, Alex Gleeson & Robert Moran with 
contributions in earlier rounds from Peter McKeever and Jim Mulready.  
 
Yet again we demonstrated our ability to dig deep and turn around an early deficit in rapidly 
deteriorating weather conditions but alas our efforts fell marginally short with Warrenpoint sinking a 
birdie putt on the 17th after we had just narrowly missed from a similar distance. 
 
Whilst naturally disappointed not to be crowned All Ireland Champions, the club sampled success for 
the first time in Leinster, developed a number of strong partnerships and gained valuable experience 
that will be drawn on in future campaigns. 

To put things in perspective regarding just how difficult it is to secure a coveted blue or green pennant, 
the GUI reported that 1800 club teams (40,000 golfers) participated at first round stage and only 20 
teams make it to All Ireland Finals week in Carton. 
 
Many thanks to all the squad members for their continued commitment and efforts in 2017, despite a 
number of personal and golfing commitments.    

Honourable mention must go to the Pierce Purcell team (managed by Joe Connor / Diarmuid Mc 
Auliffe) that lost at the Leinster Semi Final stage to a Royal Curragh team that were pipped in the 
national final at Carton. 
 
There were commendable performances from our Senior Cup and Jimmy Bruen teams, both of whom 
reached Leinster Section finals. 
 
Martin Keane's Super Seniors performed admirably while our Barton Cup and Metro Cup 
engagements facilitated the emergence of several promising young players - indeed two of them, 
Matthew Donnelly and David Cosgrove went on to finish 1-2 in the Golfer of the Year ranking. 
 
As always, the support given to our teams by our members was most welcome.   A big thank you to 
every manager / assistant that gave of their time and talent to organise the various campaigns 
throughout the year. 
 
We are always keen to welcome new candidates for team management roles. If you feel you would 
like to contribute in this manner please contact Team Co-Ordinator Conor Agnew or 2018 Captain 
John Leonard. 
 
 
 

2017 GUI Team Managers & Results 
 

Senior Cup  Brendan Meaney  Lost to Carton House in Leinster Section 
Final  

Barton Shield  Brendan Meaney  Leinster Title Winners.  Lost to holders 
Warrenpoint in All-Ireland Semi-Final 

Junior Cup  Richard Lenehan &  
Liam Reyolds 

Did not reach match play stages 
 

Jimmy Bruen  Hilary Haydon & 
Neil Kelly  

Reached semi-final stages of Leinster 
Area Section. 

Pierce Purcell Joe Connor &  
Diarmuid McAuliffe 

Won Leinster Area group.  Defeated by All-
Ireland finalists Royal Curragh in Leinster 
Semi-Final 
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Barton Cup Rob Stanley &  
Ken McKervey 

Beat Slade Valley, lost to Foxrock 3/2 

Metro Cup  Arthur McEvoy &  
Conor Freeney 
 

Beat Edmondstown, lost to Stackstown 5/4 

Super Seniors Martin Keane Lost section playoffs to Hermitage 3/2 
 

Straffan Cup  Philip Murphy & 
Karl McEneff 

Lost to Powerscourt  

Duggan Cup  Ken O’Neill & 
Conor Agnew 

Beat Beech Park, lost to Carton House 3/2 

All-Ireland 4Ball  Martin Ryan &  
Joe O’Hare 

Lost to Hermitage 3/2 

Mixed Foursomes Niall McDonnell &  
Siobhan McCarthy  

Lost to Elm Park  

Fred Daly  Leo Norris &  
Cathal O’Leary  

Lost to Elm Park  

Junior Foursomes Leo Norris &  
Ross McKeever 

Did not reach match play stages  

Bloom Cup  Willie O’Brien &  
Bill Cosgrave 

Lost to Rathfarnham 

 
 
 
ILGU Report –  Siobhán Mc Carthy  

Committee Meetings 
 
The ILGU Committee met on eleven occasions during the year. The meetings were all very well 
attended. Apart from dealing with the routine business of organising competitions; arranging social 
events; dealing with handicap issues and keeping a tight rein on finances, the committee devoted 
considerable time to the implementation of a new golf administration software system 
“HandicapMaster” and to the restructuring of classes and prize distribution for all competitions.  
 
The introduction of HandicapMaster has made signing-in, returning scores, closing the competition, 
and printing results more efficient.  Eleanor Fitzgerald, competition secretary, put a huge amount of 
work into the smooth implementation of this system. Thanks also to Eleanor for the tireless effort she 
put into making sure that all ladies who volunteer to do the cards, after a competition, were fully 
trained.  

A sub-committee was set up to review the classes and prize structure for ILGU competitions, ensuring 
a more equitable allocation of prizes.  All 13 & 18 hole competitions are now played in 3 classes: 0-20, 
21-28, 29-36.  
 
These recommendations were approved by the ILGU Committee and came into effect on March 7th 
2017. 
 
The new prize structure for Stableford & V Par competitions is as follows: 
 

1st  2nd  *Gross 3rd  4th  5th  6th  Class 1 
1st  

Class 2 
1st  

Class 3 
1st  

 
*Gross prize is only awarded if the gross winner is not in 1st or 2nd place 
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Competitions  
The Captains’ Drive-In took place on January 8th and was attended by the Lady Captain’s family 
members including her mother, the ever elegant Paulina Cregan, who arrived to wish her daughter 
well on the day and for the year to come.   
 

 
 
Over 120 ladies signed up for the Winter League, organised by Ger Moran. 12 Teams competed, 
playing singles, foursomes and four-ball competitions over 6 weeks. We waited anxiously every week 
for the results to be posted on the ever-changing leaderboard. Great fun was had by all. The winners 
were The Hot Spots, captained by Deirdre Hoey, with Fiona Norris’ Sisters of Swing in second place.  
 
The Spring Four-ball competition got under way in early February, with 40 pairs competing. This 
competition provides excellent preparation for the inter-club matchplay competitions. The winners 
were Ger Moran & Joanne Smyth; Louise F Church & Peggy Sheehan were runners up. 
 
The White Elephant day took place on February 28th. This was a fun day, as always, with donated 
prizes from everyone who took part. The event was followed by a really enjoyable evening, with 
nobody going home empty-handed.  
 
The Granard Scotch Foursomes, played on March 21st, was won by Carmel Gleeson & Justine 
Agnew with 38 points. This competition is organised by the NCBI as a fundraiser for people with sight-
loss.  
 
The Jessie Taylor Perpetual Trophy on March 28th was won by Suzanne Elliott with a great score of 
40 points.  
 
Our Invitation Days were held on April 18th and August 8th. These were 4-person team events with 
full time sheets on both days. We proudly hosted friends from 18 clubs. We received many 
compliments on our beautiful course and catering facilities. The winning team in April were Diana 
Healion, Liz Hayden, Thelma Hodgins & Arlene McEvoy. The winners in August were G. Cooke, S. 
Lavery, C. Metzger & M. Schellekens. 
 
The President’s Prize to the Ladies was particularly special for everyone this year, being the first 
year that Castle has had a member of the ILGU as President. Louise Church presented her prize, a 
beautiful string of pearls, to Deirdre O’Meara, who had a fantastic score of 42 points. Louise made an 
emotional after-dinner address making everyone feel proud to be a member of Castle. 
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The 3Ts Charity competition was held on May 16th. This very worthy charity works to help prevent 
deaths by suicide through research, intervention and support. The competition was won by Eleanor 
Fitzgerald with 38 points.  
 
The Centenary Trophy played on May 30th was won this year by the very talented Sally Anne 
Lenehan, with a super score of 39 points. 
 
The Australian Spoons competition, supporting the ILGU Fund to finance young Irish golfers on 
International Teams, was played on June 6th. The format was scotch-foursomes. The net and gross 
winners represented the club at the District Finals in Craddockstown on August 14th.The net winners 
were Sarah Halpin & Fiona Norris (41points) and the gross winners were Yvonne Manahan & Sinead 
Heraty (27 points). 
 
The Lady Captain’s Prize was held on June 20th and 23rd. As expected, everyone was made to feel 
extremely special, arriving to a party atmosphere and treated to gin cocktails after their game. From 
dawn to dusk on both days, Lady Captain, Andrea, was on hand to make sure everyone was looked 
after. Afternoon Tea for the senior ladies was a highlight of the first day. Andrea’s mother Paulina 
attended, making it a very special occasion. Congratulations to Patricia Brady, who led the field after 
day one with 40 points and emerged victorious with a total score of 73 points.  
 

 
 

 
The annual Play in Pink Day, in aid of Breast Cancer Research, took place on July 4th. A huge thank-
you to the Pink Day committee for making this a great fun day and successful event for such a worthy 
cause. The winning team, Pretty in Pink, were Carina Staunton, Ann Doyle, Mary Drake & Elaine 
Doyle with a score of 71.65.  
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Castle ladies went “waltzing” in Elm Park on July 11th, during our Course Exchange Day. Elm Park 
ladies loved our course, but found the number of bunkers challenging! Joanne Smyth, Lee Mullarney 
and Justine Agnew didn’t find Elm Park too challenging scoring 78 points to claim first prize in this 
team event.  
 
The Mary Nowlan Trophy was played in conjunction with our July medal. This trophy was won by 
Avril Haughton with a great score of 69. 
 
The re-rescheduled Captain’s Prize to the Ladies was played on September 5th. Our Captain, Barry 
McConville, presented a beautiful bracelet and earrings to Lyndsay Glennon who won his prize with 37 
points. Well done to Lyndsay winning a major on her first year in the club.  
 

 
 
 

 
The Committee Prize was played in conjunction with the 18-hole Turkey competition on 26th 
September. Our Lady Captain, Andrea, won the prize with a super score of 43 points.  
 
Monthly Medals Winners 
 
Month   Class 1   Class 2              Class 3 
March    Ann Doyle   Geraldine Fogarty  Deirdre Knocker 
April     Lorraine Crighton   Carmel Scott   Betty Bourke 
May      Fiona Shackleton   Beverley Cullen  Celeste Kenny 
July      Avril Haughton   Suzanne Hassett   Pauline Ussher 
September  Margaret McConville  Angela O’Connor  Hilda McMahon 
 
Medal Final Winners 
Class 1 Lorraine Crighton 
Class 2 Carmel Scott 
Class 3 Pauline Ussher 
 



Castle Golf Club Annual Report 2016/17                                                                                               11 | P a g e  

 

Contributions made to Charities 
Granard - NCBI supporting people with sight loss     €460 
3Ts - Turn the Tide of Suicide       €990 
Glen Abbey Trophy - Lady Captain’s chosen charity is Barrattstown House €530  
Play in Pink - Breast Cancer Research      €3,800 
Australian Spoons - ILGU Fund supporting young Irish International Teams €630 
 
Results for all club competitions throughout the year are on the Castle GC website 
 
Golfer of the Year 
Our Lady Vice-Captain, Lorraine Crighton, was absolutely delighted to win the coveted Golfer of the 
Year title. A great achievement and well deserved for Lorraine who played very steady golf throughout 
the season. Lorraine started the season on a handicap of 13 and finished on 9.2!  Well done.  
 
 
Social Events 
We started the year off with a really enjoyable lunch to celebrate Nollaig na mBan, which was 
attended by over 120 lady members and guests. This was the beginning of an exciting and fun packed 
year for ladies at Castle.  
 
Over 60 ladies attended a Lynda Booth Cookery Demonstration on February 9th. Following an hour 
long demonstration, over a glass (or two) of Prosecco, the ladies enjoyed the luxury of being served a 
3-course meal, and not having to do the dishes! 
 
Fashion week (well, night!) came to Castle on March 21st. The Restaurant and Lounge were 
transformed into a cat-walk, lined with seats to accommodate a full house. There was a great buzz as 
we were treated to a truly splendid display of clothing for everyday wear, special occasions and most 
importantly for playing golf. Cassini Boutique, Milan & Co and Colin’s Pro Shop provided the beautiful 
outfits. Sile Seoige was MC for the evening. Our very own models, male & female, were truly 
spectacular and without a doubt stole the show. 
 
The Lady Captain’s Away Day, organised by Grainne Dunne and attended by over 50 ladies, took 
place in Headfort Golf Club on July 6th. The ladies enjoyed golf, followed by dinner and an overnight 
stay at the Headfort Arms. What goes on tour stays on tour….! 
 
We thank our Lady Captain, Andrea, for all her hard work and the effort she put into making this such 
an enjoyable year for every lady member at Castle. We wish our incoming Lady Captain, Lorraine, all 
the best in 2018. 
 
 
ILGU Teams – Eithne Walsh  

We had a great response to our invitation to participate in the inter club golf teams for 2017. A total of 
78 ladies signed up to participate. 
 
Preparations and practice for the teams began in earnest early in the new year.  The various team 
panels engaged in regular short game drills in the Valley, practice matches and as the season 
progressed coaching sessions with Colin. 
 
All the players, caddies and managers across the panels displayed huge commitment to their teams 
and it was that kind of dedication which helped a very strong Intermediate Cup Team to qualify for a 
Leinster Final. 
 
There were high hopes for a the team heading into the AIG East Leinster Finals in Charlesland on 
September 3rd. Confidence came from a very strong campaign with the team winning the previous 
matches easily against Rathfarnham, Old Conna, Foxrock, K Club, and Killeen Castle. On what must 
have been the wettest day of the summer two early wins on the 13th put the Castle into a 2-0 lead 
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over Carton House. Losing the next two matches on 13th and 17th made for a very tense finish. Going 
up the 18th in the last match brought heartbreak with Castle losing out on the final hole. A great effort 
by all the team.  
  

A big ‘thank you’ to all to all of the managers, players, caddies and particularly all of you who 
supported the teams throughout this year’s campaign.  
 

ILGU 2017 Team Managers & Results 

Challenge Cup Mary Brennan & Janet Byrne Lost to a strong Elm Park team in 
Powerscourt 

Minor Cup Suzanne Lynn & Donna Reddy Lost narrowly to Elm Park in Carton 
House 

Intermediate Cup & Junior 
Foursomes 

Anne Thornton & Therese O’Brien Intermediate team lost in last match 
on 18th in the East Leinster Final. 
Our Junior Foursomes team lost to 
Killiney in Stackstown in the 2nd 
round. 

Junior Cup Diana Healion & Eleanor Fitzgerald Narrowly beaten by Rathfarnham in 
Greystones in the 3rd round 

Senior Cup & Senior Foursomes Niamh Leonard & Justine Agnew Our Senior Cup lost to a strong Elm 
Park team in Skerries. Our Senior 
Foursomes lost to a very strong 
Lucan team on the 21st. 

Revive Active Fourball Carmel Scott & Mary T Fitzpatrick Lost narrowly to Grange in the 2nd 
round in the last match on extra 
holes 

Bloom Cup Nicola Doyle & Bernie Murray Lost to Rathfarnham  

Boyne Trophy Fiona Shackleton & Anna Mellotte Beaten by Sutton in the Leinster 
Quarter Final 

 
  

Juvenile Golf – Joanne Smyth & James Hanby  

2017 was another successful year for Juvenile Golf in Castle.  
 
The Juveniles season revolves around the Monday & Wednesday competitions during the summer 
and through particular holidays with boys and girls of numerous ages playing off various tees.  We 
also have a healthy number of mostly younger and up and coming golfers playing in the Valley.  
 
A huge thank you to Joanne Smyth, Paula Leavy and Catriona Pender who were there every Monday 
and Wednesday morning, bright and early to ensure all the Juveniles got out on time suited and 
booted! They also checked the cards after every competition and looked after all the Juveniles 
throughout the summer months.  A big commitment from both and much appreciated by the Club.  
 
Generally, the competitions on the golf course were singles competitions but we also ran a few mixed 
scrambles which helped the Juveniles socialise better. In the Valley all of those not yet qualified for the 
full course got weekly coaching in July and August from our Club Pro Colin Clancy.  
 
One of the keys to running the Monday & Wednesday competitions was assistance from parents. A 
big thank you from the Juvenile Committee to parents Fiona Norris, Siobhan O’Connor, Lisa Walsh, 

 



Castle Golf Club Annual Report 2016/17                                                                                               13 | P a g e  

 

Cathal O’Leary and Brendan Meaney for their invaluable time, support and supervision over the 
summer months. 
 
Unfortunately we saw very few other parents out on the course this season giving a helping hand.  
Hopefully this will improve next year, as this a great environment for our younger members, and we 
really rely on the support of parents to help in the running of the section.  
 
Once again at the end of season finale (O’Meara Cup/Mary Walsh) we ran a fun day with a mixture of 
activities for the kids including bouncy castle, foot-golf, nearest the pin, longest drive and other games. 
It was a super way to finish off a great season and thanks again to all the committee and parents who 
helped out on the day.  

 
 

 
Thanks to a fantastic initiative from Arthur McEvoy we held a Juvenile Invitation Team event on the 
August Bank Holiday weekend. It was an incredible success with 48 players, including 21 from outside 
Castle taking part.  It proved a great way of highlighting the social aspect of golf for both girls and 
boys.  
 
Also, well done to both of our Juvenile Captains, Ciara Leavy and Donal McAuliffe for having a great 
year and for all their help with the Juvenile Committee.  
 
 
 

 
Girls Section  
One of the main goals of the Juvenile Committee is to grow girls’ golf in the Club not only from a 
participation point of view but also from an improvement in quality. There are lots of positives in girls’ 
golf in Castle and things are moving in the right direction.  This improvement has been facilitated 
through initiatives from the Juvenile Committee. 
 
For example during the off season months a mix of girls from different age-groups met up every 
Sunday afternoon/evening to play 9 holes supervised by adults.  In addition Colin Clancy’s 
Development coaching plan for Girls and Boys ran through the winter and 12 of the more active girls 
took advantage of this and got regular coaching in Spawell and Castle  
 
The intention is to improve and enhance this Development Plan further in off-season 2017/2018. This 
Development Coaching Plan is the key to the future success of Juvenile Girls Golf.  
 
We owe a debt of thanks to Joanne Smyth, Paula Leavy and Catriona Pender who put a huge amount 
of time and effort into the girls’ section. Their commitment is the main reason we have seen growth in 
girls’ golf over the last few years, alongside Colin’s coaching.  
 
Girls Successes of the Year  
The Captain’s prize was won by Ellen Smyth who also went onto win the Girls matchplay and Golfer of 
the Year. 
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Aoife Leavy won the Mary Walsh Trophy. 
 
Our girls outperformed our boys in the Elm Park Trophy again this year, lying in 2nd place on Finals 
day.  Unfortunately they were beaten by a very strong Elm Park team playing on their home course. 
Individual Successes for Girls  
Many congratulations to Ellen Smyth for her performance in the Leinster Girls Trophy which was held 
last July in Seapoint GC. Ellen was narrowly beaten in the Semi Final by Ciara Dunne from Naas GC. 
It was a fantastic match going all the way to the 19th hole.   
 
Boys Section  
The boys section had a good year with lots of activity and success in individual competitions.  
 
We saw lots of boys playing every Monday & Wednesday with all enjoying their golf and making great 
friends.  
 
From a team perspective it was a mixed year for Boys but hopefully we can improve next year. The 
Fred Daly (Senior Cup for Boys) team were beaten in the first round by a very strong Elm Park 
contingent.    
 
The Under 15 Boys team lost in the 1st round to Elm Park, which was hugely disappointing as despite 
being 4 down after the first away leg, all boys put in a huge performance at home to only lose narrowly 
on the 19th hole. The players all performed admirably but unfortunately after recent successes in this 
competition it was disappointing for the lads to be knocked out so early.  
 
We also just missed out on qualifying for the Irish Junior Foursomes.  
 
There is a lot of raw talent in the younger section of the boys and we need to harness this in order to 
ensure future success over the coming years not only in Boys teams but also for Senior teams.  
 
Again Colin’s Juvenile Development Coaching Plan is key to this future improvement and the Juvenile 
Committee intends to enhance this Plan in the coming months. 
 
Individual Successes for Boys  
Many congratulations to Robert Moran who had an excellent season, the highlight of which was his 
selection for the Irish Boys team for the Home Internationals. 
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Well done to Tommy Smyth who had another great season. He finished 2nd in Ulster U18 boys, having 
had his lowest score to date in the second round with a score of 4 under par. He put in great 
performances over the summer in the Provincial boys U18 events.  
 
Congratulations to Alan Moran who won the U13 series in Kilcock GC, Kildare, a super performance 
by Alan, well done. 
 
Also, congratulations to Dylan Smyth who finished joint 2nd in Connacht U14 boys and well done to 
James Quinn who finished in 5th place. 
 
There is a lot of talent in our younger boys and some of the other very talented younger boys to keep 
an eye out for include Thomas Harte, Gavin Herlihy, Dylan Smyth, Alan Moran, Louis Moran, Daragh 
Smyth, Charlie and James Quinn, among others. Hopefully, they will all be motivated by the 
successes and hard work of Robert, Tommy and co. and we will see these guys create all the news in 
the coming years!  
 
At home we had Adam Kerr winning Golfer of the Year after a fantastic season. He also won the 
Captains Prize to the Juveniles.  
 

 
 
Cameron Baird won the O’Meara Cup, while Ben Cregan won the Harry Dowdall Matchplay 
competition.  
 
 
56th All-Ireland Father & Son – Lee Healion 
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Pictured: Ken McDonagh (Sponsor) with Winners Michael & Tadgh Kellett (Clontarff GC) with the Father & Son 
Trophy and Captain Barry McConville. 

 
The 2017 All Ireland Father & Son at Castle Golf Club took on a new sparkle with Dawson Jewellers 
taking over the reigns as Tournament Sponsors. 
 
With over 500 competitors and 94 clubs represented, competition was fierce from the outset with two 
rounds of stroke play qualifying played in testing conditions on Saturday and Sunday 8th and 9th July.  
The standard of golf was excellent throughout the qualifying rounds with only a couple of 77’s getting 
through on Saturday and a couple of 76’s making the matchplay stages from Sunday.  
 
In total there were 31 different golf clubs represented in the matchplay stages with 18 pairings making 
it through from Castle Golf Club. Matt & Martin Maher (Blessington Lakes) made it through to the 64 
pairings to celebrate 30 years of consecutive appearances in the event. The leading qualifiers were 
Garry & Paul Flood (Castle) while Jim & Brian Moran were the leading Castle pairing. 
 
The matchplay rounds brought plenty of excitement, near misses and stories of what might have been! 
On Monday Paul Curran (ex-Dublin) and his son Luke (Westmanstown) won the battle of the former 
gaelic footballers as they overcame Michael (ex-Laois) & Jake Turley (Elm Park).  Tuesday saw 
former Grange Centenary Captain Hugh Millar and his son Neil enjoy a replay match from last year 
with Robert & Gus McCarthy (Elm Park) and this time they came out on top. Young Gus McCarthy had 
celebrated a hole in one when qualifying on Saturday. 
 
Jay Walsh (Castle) had every reason to celebrate his 16th Birthday with his dad Brendan Walsh 
(Castle) on Wednesday when they overcame one of the favourites for the title in Brian & Martin 
Scullion (Lurgan) who have been great supporters of the event. 
 
Thursday closed with Eamon (Former Winner) and his son Gary O'Doherty (Castle) and Garry and 
Paul Flood (Castle) keeping the home Castle flag flying high with wins over Ronan & Ger Feighery 
(Rathfarnham) and Alan and Ryan Doherty (Corrstown) respectively. Gary O’Doherty had enjoyed a 
hole in one on the 10th.  
 
Garry and Paul Flood (Castle) turned in a scintillating performance on Quarter Finals Day in a 
wonderful match to take out the holders Jody & Harry Fanagan (Milltown) and become Castle’s last 
remaining pairing in the competition. 
 
We were blessed with brilliant weather on Semi Finals Day and equally stunning golf. First up were 
David and David McGrath (Portmarnock) who narrowly overcame the Floods (Castle) in a match that 
went the full 18-hole distance being won with a birdie. A great battle from two pairs in a match which 
neither deserved to lose. 
 
The second semi-final saw Paul and Sean ‘The Pardy’ (Hermitage) with Michael and Tadgh Kellett 
(Clontarf) in yet another tight encounter.  The Kellets emerged victorious 2 and 1. 
 
The Final did not disappoint the huge crowd that gathered with the Kellets overcoming the McGraths 
to be crowned as 2017 All Ireland Father & Son Champions.  
 
Captain Barry McConville thanked Ken McDonagh (Dawson Jewellers) for the generous sponsorship 
and Lee Healion (Chairman) and his team for an excellent competition in 2017. The winners paid 
tribute to Castle Golf Club and the Course Superintendent (Paul Fitzgerald) for the quality of the 
course and overall facilities provided to all participants during the week.  Finally, the warm welcome 
given by both members and staff, is something that has become synonymous with our great Club and 
something that was found in abundance during the week. 

 

9th All Ireland Mother & Daughter – Vivienne Cosgrave  
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The 9th All Ireland Mother & Daughter Foursomes Open competition was played in Castle Golf Club 
on Monday 20th August. 
 
The weather Gods looked favourably on us again this year with the rain clearing just an hour before 
the shotgun start.   We had a number of new competitors this year which was wonderful, in addition to 
welcoming back many of our regulars. 

 

Once again MediPharm was our generous sponsor.  All competitors 
were delighted with the super goody bags which were packed with 
creams, hair products and a MediPharm voucher.  These were 
distributed by Vivienne Cosgrave and her committee of Anne Thornton, 
Nicola Doyle & Mary Drake. 

 

 

The competition was very close this year with first, second and third 
coming in with 39 points and the winners were Avril and Stephanie Haughton – winners of the 
inaugural competition in 2009. 

 
Pictured are Stephanie Haughton, Avril Haughton, Colin Galligan of sponsor Medipharm, Lady Captain Andrea 

Fitzgerald & competition organiser Vivienne Cosgrave. 

 

 

 

Course –  Brendan Meaney   

Course Committee members, Gary Flood, Jim Mulready, Mary Brennan, Aedin Murphy, Colin Clancy   
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2017 was a year of unique challenge with unprecedented dry conditions in spring and early summer. 
 
After one of the mildest winters on record, an extremely dry & cold April & May followed. This had 
detrimental effects on grass and plant growth in general. The cold easterly winds in conjunction with 
moisture deficiency also played havoc with grass growth on fairways resulting in some burnt fairways, 
a sight familiar to that of a links course. 
 
Whilst we cannot control the weather, the best we can do is to try to plan for it. 
 
With this in mind, we have included further investment in next year’s capital  budget to extend our 
current irrigation system to more approaches, walkways and run-offs through-out the golf course. 
 
Our thanks are due to Paul Fitzgerald our Course Superintendent, Niall Morgan and their colleagues 
on the Course Team for their continued hard work in what was a very challenging year.  
 
The specific items that warrant highlighting are as follows: 
 
The Valley 
Our Valley usage increases year on year including providing a safe environment for our starter 
juvenile’s along with excellent facilities for short game improvement and team’s preparation.   
 
This year we replaced all Valley tee mats with a new mat type and the feedback from members on the 
change has been positive. Also a number of smaller trees were planted alongside some Valley tee 
boxes for added protection for golfers. 
 
1st Hole: 
Unfortunately, in the middle of May due to high winds we lost the cherry tree between the right of the 
first green and behind the eight green. The loss of such a colourful tree was unfortunate and well 
before its life expectancy. It is our intention to plant a mature cherry tree in its place in the autumn.  
 
2nd Hole  
During the winter program additional drainage was installed in the middle section of the second 
fairway to address localize drainage issues.   
 
 
 
 
Small Nursery: Scots Pine Plantation  
We have planted our own small tree nursery in the area right of the 5th green and the 6th tee box 
(Where the Old 5th Green was located).There are just over 100 young trees planted in this area. These 
specific tress will go a long way to support our Tree replenishment program. It is expected they will be 

  



Castle Golf Club Annual Report 2016/17                                                                                               19 | P a g e  

 

planted strategically across our course in about five to seven years’ time, when they reach appropriate 
maturity in structure.   
 
11th Hole  
We have continued to plant a number of younger tress along the left hand side of the 11th fairway in 
order to protect our boundary.  The main reason for this is the uncertain life expectancy of the older 
trees in this area.  
 
A new 400 foot in depth irrigation well was drilled just behind the 11th tee box in order to augment our 
own water supply. This well has a supply of upwards of 1,300 gallons per hour and was of critical 
importance in supporting the application of automatic and manual watering processes during the very 
dry spells in April and May of this year. 
 
16th Hole  
We continued to crown raise trees where appropriate which has proven to be such a successful 
strategy over the last number of years. Significant positive feedback has been received in respect of 
the crown raising work completed to the trees to the right hand side of the 16th tee box. This work has 
benefited both the surrounding area growth and also created a strong visual appreciation of the tee 
box and the hole itself.   
 
Bunkers   
Manual ranking of bunkers continued throughout the year in order to maintain playability standard. 
However it has been clear for some time now that a complete renovation program was required.  It 
was great that members supported the significant investment required to commence our Bunker 
program.  
 
The key objective of the program is one of Bunker restoration with a small number of strategic 
changes. The restoration program includes coring out existing base structures, reconstruct drainage 
lines where required along with reshaping bunker lines which have been lost through erosion over 
time. All existing sand will be replaced by new Darcy type sand which was the sand in the 6th hole 
greenside bunker during the bunker trial period.  
 

House – Dining, Bar and Premises – Maria Beaton 

The House Committee’s role is to plan improvements, resolve service and maintenance issues and to 
plan for future repair and maintenance. The committee works closely with the General Manager and 
Facilities Manager and reports to the Board regularly. Over 2017 much of the strategic planning the 
committee might normally engage in was undertaken by the Development Group.  
 
Repairs and Maintenance 
The level of expenditure on repairs and maintenance has increased year on year reflecting the age of 
the original installations, some of which are reaching the end of their viable economic life. Much of this 
will be resolved by the development work in the coming months.  
 
Catering 
Our caterers, Liam & Toni Horgan, have notified the Board that they will be retiring after 39 years 
providing service to the Club.  A committee has been appointed to undertake the appointment of a 
new catering franchise and their work is ongoing.  
 
As our kitchens will be out of action for the early part of 2018, a limited catering facility is being 
explored for that period.   
 
New Projects in 2017 
The development work currently underway was the major project undertaken for 2017 and full details 
of how that is progressing are outlined above. 
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Budget 2018 
Budget 2018 has been approved and will include essential repair and maintenance expenditure.  
 

Social – Leo Norris   

We had another exceptionally busy and successful year on the social calendar in Castle. The latter 
part of 2016 saw another superb fireworks display and Halloween fancy dress party. Both Santa days 
were complete sell outs. Thank you Loraine, Collie, Rob and all the elves. 
 
Also, sold out was the Farewell to the Captains where fantastic home entertainment was enjoyed by 
all. Great nights were also enjoyed at the Christmas Dinner and New Year’s Eve ball with excellent 
entertainment provided by “Maurice” and “Blush” respectively. 
 
Castle Panto 

 
 
Well, what can we say about Castle's Panto "Snow White & the Babes in the Wood"? If you were lucky 
enough to get a ticket and see the performance, I'm sure you will agree that it was magnificent and 
that everyone involved deserves more than a pat on the back. I think the two paragraphs below from 
an audience member and a parent sum it up nicely.  
 
Margot Barnes - Audience 
The energy on and off the stage was palpable and it was apparent that all who participated did so with 
enthusiasm across all sections of the staff, club membership and generations. I'd say the roof lifted on 
Saturday night!! -  I'd love to have gone again but my counterfeit ticket did not pass Ann & Martha's 
scrutiny. 
 

 
 
Fiona Norris - Mother of Red & Piglet 
The Panto gave every child a new confidence and belief in themselves. Most of these children had 
never been on stage before in a performance like this. However, to me the greatest thing they gained 
was the bond created with so many wonderful people of all ages....their new 'Panto' family.  
You're all missed.  
 

   
 
A huge "Hats Off" to the Panto Committee of Sarah Harkin, Philip Murphy, Maria Stanley and Leo 
Norris.  
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Putting Quiz 

 

The annual Putting Quiz continues to bring out those hidden talents of Castle members. Not only can 
they sink 10 foot putts consistently but they can also tell you that The Hundred Years War lasted for 
116 years and that the Canary Islands are named after a dog! Unfortunately, Tom Woulfe had to settle 
for second place this year…there’s always next year Tom! Thanks to the ever-shy Philip Murphy. 
 
Two new events to the calendar and very well received were a Spanish themed Saturday night dinner 
along with musical entertainment from the wonderful Juan Pedro (thanks to Liam, Toni and James 
Carberry) and a whiskey tasting evening, which raised over €500 for charity (thanks to Captain Barry). 
 
Celebrities 
In February we were treated to Paul O’Connell’s insightful and extremely honest account of life as a 
professional rugby player whilst Mick Galwey brought the evening to life with both his casual 
interviewing style and his rendition of the Rose of Tralee later in the bar. A big thank you to Mick 
Kearney and Declan Allen. 
 

 

Pictured: Paul O’Connell, Billy Johns (scrum-half) & Mick Galway. Lady Captain Andrea, David Walsh, President 
Louise Church & Captain Barry McConville 

 

On St Patrick’s Day a very well attended audience got the opportunity to hear David Walsh speak 
candidly about the strange and often dark world that is professional cycling along with insights on his 
own career as a leading sportswriter. 
 

Jazz Lunch  
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On July 16th those attending the weekly Sunday lunch were treated to fantastic music from Flo 
McSweeney and a great day was had by all. Of course, in true Castle style, the entertainment didn’t 
end there with members joining in afterwards for a great sing song. 
 
Race Meeting 
Another new event this year had low numbers, most likely due to the time of year. However, this didn’t 
stop those that did attend from having a fantastic evening at Leopardstown. 
 

Gin Night 
Yet another new event for 2017 proved to be a great success. Many thanks to Lisa Doyle, daughter of 
our very own Bernie, for her wonderful presentation on the evening together with Lady Captain Andrea 
for organising a great night. 
 

Summer BBQ  
An excellent Captain’s Week finished off with a fantastic night of food, speeches, dancing and 
entertainment from the band “Blush”. Huge support was clearly evident on the night for Captain Barry. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marketing and Communications – Kieran Garry  

The Marketing and Communications Committee continued to keep members up to date on all the 
activities that took place during the year. Regular texts and emails, as well as the bimonthly ezine 
Castle Tidings were the primary means of communicating with members. 
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The Committee would like to thank all those who contribute articles and reports to our ezine and we 
look forward to engaging with our regular contributors and hopefully some new ones in the year 
ahead.  
 
The club website is of course another key method of communicating with members and the site is 
monitored on a regular basis and refreshed with current news items. The gallery continues to be the 
most visited section of the website (along with Book a Tee time).  
 
The Committee has been working hard on the development of a new Club website and we hope to 
bring you more details on this in the near future.  

 

Boundary Committee  - Kevin Cronin 

The Boundary Committee continues to monitor all activity along our boundaries. The Course 
Superintendent and General Manager continue to have dialogue with our neighbours where necessary 
to deal with all issues that arise along our boundary. 
 

Charitable Activities – John Leonard & Lorraine Crighton  

The Charity Day took place on Sunday May 28th and the Members generosity was once again very 
evident. The two session shotgun starts were fully subscribed to by all categories of Castle members. 
Through the generosity of members and friends of Castle GC the day raised €24,000 and our thanks 
to all who gave prizes, donations and most importantly their time. It just could not happen without you.  
 
The two principal beneficiaries this year chosen by Captain Barry McConville and Lady Captain 
Andrea Fitzgerald were Anam Cara, a support service for bereaved parents and siblings and MS 
Ireland who provide information, support and advocacy services to MS sufferers. 
 

                                    

The Benevolent Trust continues to help members. The purpose of The Castle Golf Club 
Benevolent Trust is to provide financial assistance in cases of necessity to members, ex-
members and families of members of the Club.    
  
Members, who become aware of persons who would benefit from the Trust, and who would 
welcome support, should contact the General Manager John McCormack.  All matters 
referred to the Trust are confidential.   
   

 

 

 

Bridge – Martha Jones 
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The 2016/17 season was a good year with an average of 18.5 tables playing in our Monday night 
competition. This year we returned to beginners’ classes with 24 members taking up the challenge of 
learning to play bridge. 
 
As always our major competitions were very well supported & keenly contested. This season the 
honours went to: 
 
Centenary Trophy:   Paul Williams, Shelia Williams, Marie O’Neill & Josie McWeeney 
Presidents Prize:   Evelyn O’Connor & Flo Walsh 
Silver Salver:    Evelyn O’Connor & Celeste Kenny, Tom & Anne Woulfe (tied) 

Joyce Church Intermediate Trophy: Niamh Leonard & Mary Bourke 
Silver Plate:    Brendan & Clare O’Donoghue 
 

We participate in two inter golf club matches annually. In the Rose Bowl I am glad to say we returned 
to winning ways and congratulations to the team on their great win. We also managed to defeat the 
Grange in our annual match. 
 
This year for the first time the Bridge Section competed in the Fanagan League a competition run by 
the Dublin South Region of the Contract Bridge Association. Winning 3 of their 5 matches the team 
performed very well and we look forward to entering more teams at the various levels in the future. 
 
Our annual Charity Night was very well supported again this year with 100 players taking part. We 
raised €2,300 for our nominated charity Arthritis Ireland, and thank all those who supported the night 
by playing or making a donation. 

 
Pavilion Members – Liam Curran  

 
2017 welcomed a large number of new Pavilion members to Castle Golf Club. 
 
Many of them attended our special ‘introductory welcoming night’ hosted by Captain Barry, Lady 
Captain Andrea and members of the Board, followed by our AGM. 
 
The new members were introduced to Colin & Billy who showed them around and then brought them 
to The Valley for a short ‘lesson”. They were then brought up to the restaurant to meet both Captains, 
the Board of The Club and the Pavilion committee, where a glass of wine and informal chat was 
enjoyed by all. We then had our AGM. 
 
At our AGM three existing committee Members were returned (Liam Curran – Chairperson, Steve 
Finlan, and Geraldine Hughes) and four new Members were voted onto our Committee (Yolanda 
Luizzi, Patricia Smyth, Greg Connolly and Derek Mulligan). 
 
The Captain and Lady Captain’s prize to Pavilion Members held on April 28th drew a full timesheet 
followed by a full restaurant with music and revelry late into the night. Captain Barry and Lady Captain 
Andrea presented the prizes after dinner. Geraldine Hughes (32) won the Ladies with 35pts and 
Garvan Murphy (19) won the Men’s with 39pts. 
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Throughout the Year we held seven single competitions as well as a Pavilion Open Invitation Day on 
31st July which was a great success with 72 people playing golf on the day. We had a ‘Waltz’ scramble 
which was a great format, enjoyed by all, followed by dinner in the restaurant where our Board Liaison 
Officer, Philip Murphy presented the prizes.  
 
The Matchplay Cup and Plate and Golfer of The Year both Ladies and Gents, are all at the Final 
stages, and will be played in the next couple of weeks.  
 
We played our Annual Castle Pavilion Members vs Grange Pavilion Members away in July with the 
home leg being played in Castle on 13th August.  
 

 
 
We had 13 teams – 26 players from each club taking part.  Unfortunately we were ‘pipped at the post’ 
by Grange who performed very well in Castle to reclaim the Cup we have held for the last 3 years. 
Lady Captain Andrea presented the Cup on the night.  
 
Our ‘WhatsApp’ system for social golf and to update members with events both social and golf related 
is proving to be a great asset and is a testament to the large turnout at all our Pavilion events. 
 
Our Annual Dinner and Prize Giving night will take place on Saturday 18th November and yet again we 
hope to ‘fill the house’ with music and craic into the early hours.  
 
Our Final event will be our ‘Turkey Shoot’’ on Sunday 26th November and that will conclude the official 
functions of a very busy and successful year for Pavilion Members. 

 
Good Companions – Maurice Veale 

 
It has been a good enjoyable year for the Good Companions.  The weather, by and large, has been 
good to us and we were able, with a few cancellations, to complete almost all of our weekly 
competitions.  The turnout for each competition increased with the improvement in the weather.  The 
golf was generally good and our handicap secretary watched all performances with an eagle eye. 
 
We are now fortunate to have seven Major / Trophy competitions.  At the end of March we had the 
Easter Trophy won by Paddy Garland.  In April we had the Johnny Camp Trophy won by Pearse 
Foley.  The Fred Bolger Trophy was won by Nelius Kennedy.  Then on the 8th of June we had our 
first Frank Marconi Trophy, which coincided with the late Frank’s first anniversary, this was won by 
Pearse Foley.  At the end of June we had the Kevin Vaughan Trophy which was won by Tony Murray 
and on the 3rd of August we had the Keogh Bros. Trophy which was won by Danny Murphy. 
 
In August we had the Good Companions Captain’s Prize and Dinner, which had a full timesheet.  We 
were joined both on the golf course and in the dining room by Club Captain Barry McConville, who 
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also won a prize on the day.  We are very grateful to him for his support.  The Good Companions 
Captain’s Prize was won by Sean Freeman. 
 

 
 
 
Our next big day was the Mixed Mexican Scramble on the 21st of September, where Lady Captain 
Andrea and her Lady Members joined us for a great day.  The Lady Captain has been very 
supportive of us during the year. 
 
We had a wonderful away day on the 1st of June at Rathfarnham Golf Club, where we were 
welcomed with open arms.  A great round of golf was followed by a lovely meal.  We will be returning 
to Rathfarnham Golf Club next year.  
 
I must also highlight the wonderful contribution of our non-playing members who join us every 
Thursday for fun and chat. Thursdays would not be the same without them.   
 
A big thank you to Rory Barnes, Frank Nolan, Dave Byrne, Tom Cosgrove, Dick Cuddihy, Bob 
Murphy, Alfred Parnes, Stan Sturdy, Denis Yendole, Don O’Rourke, John Cunningham, Eamon 
Gallagher.  They are part of our history and are always welcome. 
 
All that remains is the Turkey and Hampers which began on 7th September and then we will host our 
Past Captains Prize and Dinner in November. 
 
In conclusion may I as Captain of the Good Companions take this opportunity to thank my 
committee, the caterers and all our club staff for all their help and assistance in making it an 
enjoyable year for us all. 
 
 
Snooker Season 2015-16 – Mark Byrne 

 
Another season of snooker kicked off in earnest during October and again as we have been reporting 
yearly, the interest continues to grow 
 
The leagues give all players the opportunity to play weekly fixtures and improve their skills and it is 
partly due to this that our Ted Fearon squad remain as competitive as it is 
 
We again reached the final this year against Milltown, and although no one thought the previous year’s 
final could be bettered (we won on a playoff frame), this was even more tense. 
 
After losing the first three frames and only winning the fourth due to one of their players missing a 
good chance on the final black, the last two Castle pairings performed well to bring the match to 
another playoff frame.  With Mark Byrne & Brendan Walsh tasked with playing the final few balls, all 
was going well until a couple of fouls crept in and suddenly a black ball, which Castle missed and 
Milltown were only too delighted to capitalise on.  A fantastic match and in truth a good result for the 
Ted Fearon 
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Our interclub “A” team continue to improve each year. We qualified again for the second season 
running for the semi-final and although a very close encounter, we were defeated by the eventual 
winners Stackstown. 
 
Another very good season for the team but we need to break the mould and now start making the 
finals. Will this be the year? 
 
Finals night in March is always the highlight of the season 
 
Fergal Behan secured his ninth senior’s title defeating first time finalist Graham Walsh 
 
Nick McAuliffe had a great match against Frank Kennedy and Brendan Walsh continued his great form 
getting the better of Gary Talbot 
 
Our new doubles tournament saw the dream team of Eric Goodwin and Karl Ward humbled by Mark 
Byrne and Garry Lyons. Humbled was probably too strong a word as the dream team came back from 
needing four snookers to missing a great chance to win it on the black. Fortunately Mark & Garry 
managed to pot the final ball to be the first ever winners of this new tournament. 
 
Winners for the snooker season 
Senior championship      – Fergal Behan  
Martin Connor                  - Nick McAuliffe 
Intermediate                     - Brendan Walsh 
Doubles                            - Mark Byrne & Garry Lyons 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Pre-Christmas box leagues 2016 
Division 1 – Declan McNiff 
Division 2 – Brendan Flynn 
Division 3 – Brendan Walsh 
Division 4 – Ken McCoy 
Division 5 – Ronan Burke  
Division 6 – Stephen Finlan 
Division 7 – Michael Russell   
 
 
Post-Christmas box leagues 2017 
Division 1 – Gerry Kane 
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Division 2 – Mark Byrne 
Division 3 – Ken McCoy  
Division 4 – Derek Mulligan 
Division 5 – Stephen Finlan 
Division 6 – Dave O’Donoghue 

 
GUI & ILGU Committees 

The Annual General Meetings of the ILGU was held on 6th December 2016 and the GUI AGM was 
held on 8th December 2016 and those elected to office were:   
 
GUI:  
Barry McConville: Captain   
John Leonard: Vice Captain   
Conor Agnew, Hilary Haydon & Ken McCoy were elected to the GUI Committee, while Diarmuid 
McAuliffe was co-opted. 
  
ILGU:   
Andrea Fitzgerald: Captain   
Lorraine Crighton : Vice Captain  
Nicole Doyle, Eleanor Fitzgerald, Liz Haydon & Lisa McDonnell elected to the ILGU Committee.  
 
 
Board of Directors  

 

At the Annual General Meeting of the Club held on 12th December 2016, Eamonn Duggan was 
elected as Club Chairman, Louise Church was elected as Club President and William McAuliffe was 
elected as Finance Director.  Brendan Meaney, Hilary Haydon and Maria Beaton were elected as 
directors. 
 
There were 12 Board Meetings held throughout the year. 
 
Sub – Committees 2017 

 

All committees are available to view on the Castle Golf Club website.  
  
Please visit the following link for more information on each sub-committee 
 
http://www.castlegc.ie/committees/castle-golf-club-sub-committees-2017.21552.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

       

       

       

http://www.castlegc.ie/committees/castle-golf-club-sub-committees-2017.21552.html
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Prize Winners 2016/17 

ILGU Prize Winners 

Competition Winner Runner Up  

Lady Captain’s Prize Patricia Brady  Ann Barnes 

Captain’s Prize to Ladies  Lyndsey Glennon Maeve Ennis  

President’s Prize Deirdre O’Meara Andree Sherlock  

Scratch Cup  Ruth Keating Sinead Heraty  

Victory Cup  Niamh Leonard  Diana Healion 

Jessie Taylor Perpetual  Suzanne Elliot Cathriona Horgan  

Jubilee Cup  Grainne Dunne Marie O’Brien  

Glen Abbey Trophy  Louise F Church   

Fourball Matchplay  Fidelma Casey & 

Alison O’Hare 

Diana Healion & 

Angela O’Connor 

Foursomes Matchplay  Yvonne Manahan & 

Lee Mullarney 

Ann Doyle & 

Claire Walsh  

Golfer of the Year Lorraine Crighton  Joanne Smyth 

Mary Nowlan Cup  Avril Haughton   

Centenary Trophy Sally Anne Lenehan Lorna Hood 

 

GUI Prize Winners 

Competition Winner Runner Up 

Captain’s Prize Conor Agnew Mark Hutch  

President’s Prize David Sheppard William McAuliffe 

Club Championship  Ronan Burke  Rob Moran  

Senior Championship  Joe Connor Ronan Harrison  

Intermediate Championship  Colm Gleeson  Paul W O’Dea 

Junior Championship  Peter Sheridan  Desmond Leavy Snr 

Junior Shield Paul Whelan  Fergal Moran  

St Patrick’s Cup  Neil Kelly  Lee Healion  

Bailey Cup  David Simpson  Patrick Nugent  

Gold Medal  Alan Richardson  James Carberry  

Autumn Trophy  David Cosgrave Bill Cosgrave 
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Golfer of the Year Matthew Donnelly  David Cosgrove 

Professionals Prize  Nicholas Armstrong Eoghan McKeever 

Millennium Trophy  Rory Mullen   

Willie Holley Trophy  Ronan Burke  Cillian Kirwan 

Alexander Cup Richard Jones Cormac Long 

David Kinsella Trophy Barry Keely Graham Walsh 

Spring Cup  Adrian Fogarty   

Medals Final Nicholas Armstrong  

Barton Cup  Brian J Gleeson   

Mixed Foursomes Aine & Paul McDonough Catherine & Greg Lenehan  

Lady Captain’s Prize to GUI Ian Casey   

Centenary Trophy Ross A. Murray  

Committee Cup Karl Devenney  

Fourball Championship  David Harte &  

Arthur McEvoy  

Ed Carty &  

Graham Walsh  

Foursomes Championship Luke Fitzgerald & Simon O’Hare Peter Cosgrave &David Cosgrave 

13 Hole Winter Scotch Foursomes Harry Gleeson & Colm Gleeson  Joe O’Hare & Simon O’Hare  

 

Juvenile Prize Winners 

Competition Winner Runner Up 

Captains Prize to Boys Adam Kerr Tommy Smyth 

Captains Prize to Girls Ellen Smyth Grace O’Connor 

O’Meara Cup Cameron Baird Ben Cullen 

Mary Walsh Trophy Aoife Leavy Grace O’Connor 

Golfer of the Year (Boys) Adam Kerr  

Golfer of the Year (Girls) Ellen Smyth  

Juvenile Boys Matchplay Ben Cregan  Dylan Smyth  

Juvenile Girls Matchplay  Ellen Smyth  Ciara Leavy  
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Conclusion 

We have thoroughly enjoyed our year and we thank all the members for the honour of serving as your 
Captains in 2017. We also thank for you for your great support and friendship throughout the year. 
 
Once again our teams did the Club proud and there is no doubt, we are now a highly competitive and 
respected club across all levels. The highlight was undoubtedly our Barton Shield team winning the 
Leinster pennant for the first time, meaning that for the third time in four years we were represented at 
the GUI Cups & Shields Finals, a truly wonderful achievement.  
 
Our ladies Intermediate team were desperately unlucky to lose in the East Leinster Final, while our 
Pierce Purcell team reached the Leinster Semi-Final. The old saying goes, success breeds success 
and the performance of our teams in recent years has certainly encouraged our players to aim high - 
long may this continue. 
 
We want to offer our thanks to all our players, team managers and team coordinators for the 
tremendous work done on behalf of the club. Equally, our teams take great heart from the fantastic 
support they receive from members. 
 
Castle is a truly unique club.  The quality of our course, the competitiveness of our teams, and the 
vibrancy of our social scene - once again superbly organised by our Social Committee – are the key 
elements which make it so special.  To everyone who has given of their time and energy to help run 
our club, from those elected to committees to those who serve in unelected roles, thank you for your 
work. You help make this a great club. 
 
Castle would not be the club it is without the fantastic work done by our dedicated and professional 
staff, which provide such a warm welcome to member and visitor alike. We extend on your behalf our 
deep appreciation for everything they do for us. In particular, we want to take the opportunity to thank 
Liam & Toni Horgan for their many years of service to Castle GC and to wish both long and happy 
retirements. 
 
Finally we want to thank John Leonard and Lorraine Crighton for the great support and friendship they 
have given us throughout the year and we wish them well in 2018. They will be a great team. 

 

 
 
 
 
Barry McConville,        Andrea Fitzgerald, 
Captain.         Lady Captain. 


