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Introduction  
 

This report contains a review of the Club’s activities for the year ended 31st October 2018. 
 
While we have tried to capture as many of the key events and activities as possible the sheer scale of 
undertakings means that some may have been overlooked. Please be assured that this was not 
intentional. 
 
Members - In this report we have kept all “Thank You’s” to a minimum as there are so many of you 
involved in different aspects of running the club - from teams (players, caddies, managers & 
backroom), committees, event management and daily logistics – that it is impossible to include 
everyone and we run the risk of missing out people. If you are involved in any of these activities 
please be assured that your involvement, commitment and dedication is very much appreciated and it 
makes Castle Golf Club such a wonderful place to be a member. 
 
We hope the Annual Report captures the essence of what makes Castle Golf Club so special. 
 
 

Obituary 

 
It is with deep regret that we record the deaths of the following members over the past year: 
 
Paulina Cregan, Vera Cregan, Moss Flood, John Keogh, Noel Malone, Patrick Marmion, Michael 
Mullarney, Robert Murphy, Gerry O’Rourke. 
 
During the year we were also deeply saddened by the untimely deaths of esteemed Castle staff 
members Morgan Donaldson and Eugene Clinton. 
 
We extend our sincere sympathies to their families. 
 

Chairmans Report  – Eamon Duggan  

 
2018 was a momentous year for Castle with the completion of the bunker restoration programme and 

the development plan for the clubhouse. The bunker restoration programme involved the re-shaping of 

most of the bunkers, upgrading the drainage and replacing the sand. We enjoyed favourable weather 

conditions in autumn 2017 that allowed the restoration work to be completed in a single season and 

not over two seasons as had been the original plan. The upgrades to the clubhouse included a 

refurbished kitchen, provision of a furniture store at the first-floor level, an expanded Pro-shop, 

consolidation of bar stores, provision of a new Caddymaster building and an enclosed coaching bay. 

The work was completed on time with the exception of the coaching bay, with the latter delayed due to 

a need to trim the design to keep the cost within budget. These restoration and upgrade works 

maintain Castle’s strategy of continuous improvement as we strive to offer members and their guests 

top class facilities. 

This year also saw the appointment of a new restaurant franchisee – ITSA – following the retirement 

of Liam and Toni Horgan at the end of 2017 after 39 years with Castle. Liam and Toni notified the Club 

of their decision to retire well in advance and the process of awarding a new franchise contract started 

in the latter half of 2017, with ITSA taking over the franchise on the 4th May 2018. Back in 2016 the 

Board commenced a review of members’ catering needs, the conclusion of which was that members 

have widely divergent needs and therefore meeting all of them is a major challenge. ITSA, owned and 
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run by Domini and Peaches Kemp, has worked hard during the intervening months to better 

understand the catering requirements of members and the significant daily variations in these 

requirements.  The Kemp sisters’ business philosophy is to offer high quality food using the best of 

ingredients sourced from reputable suppliers.  They are committed to delivering a top-class product for 

members and their guests, and their goal is for Castle to have the reputation of being one of the best 

Dublin golf clubs in which to dine. The Board fully supports this approach.  

However, 2018 was not without its challenges with the weather in particular impacting on Club 

operations. Early in the year we experienced significant snow, followed immediately by heavy rains. 

While this had limited effect on golfing activities, it halted construction work for about two weeks. But 

the weather event of the year was the long, hot summer and the ensuing drought. Depending on 

which statistics you consult, you have to go back to the 1970s or 1940s for similar drought conditions. 

The impact on the course due to the lack of rainfall was obvious for all to see. A number of remedial 

measures have already been implemented to encourage renewed grass growth and the Board has 

initiated an examination of longer-term measures. The Board would strongly recommend that any 

proposals for remedial action should only be implemented after a careful consideration of a range of 

factors including cost and potential risks. 

The Board looks forward with confidence to 2019 and beyond, knowing that prudent investments have 

justifiably been made and appropriately funded within the financial means of the Club and its 

members.       

 

GUI Report – Ken McCoy  
 
 
2018 was another busy year for the competition calendar. 

Major Winners 

St. Patrick’s Cup    Alan Howett 

President’s (Louise Church) Prize  Brian A. Maher 

Bailey Cup     Ronan Murphy 

Captain’s (John Leonard) Prize  Ronan McDermott 
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Club Championships 

From qualifying early in the golfing season to Finals Day on the 9th of September we had some great 

matches. There was great support from members, family and friends for the finalists of all matches 

over the course of the day, culminating with a very popular Club Championship winner in Alex 

Gleeson. Another success of note on the day, Nick McAuliffe who was the only leading qualifier who 

went on to win a championship. 

Golfer of the year 

We had a dominating force in this year’s GOY, with Hugh Bregazzi leading the race from the 3rd 

competition ‘Centenary Trophy’ mid-April all the way until mid-September, when he was overtaken 

briefly by Fergal Scully and Brian McIntyre. Hugh’s win of his class in the singles hamper on the 29th 

September sealed the deal.  

Position  Points No of Competitions 

1 Hugh Bregazzi 112 14 

2 Fergal Scully 93 15 

3 Brian McIntyre 90 18 

4 Brendan C Walsh Jnr  74 16 

5 Conor Agnew 63 16 

5 Paul G Whelan 63 11 

7 Nicholas McAuliffe 59 16 

7 Paul Coleman  59 5 

9 Jake Kinsella 58 12 

9 Ronan McDermott 58 11 

 

Monthly Medals 

Our overall Gold medal winner this year with 35 points in the medal final was Hugh Bregazzi. 

Winter League 

Due mainly to work on the course bunkers etc., it was decided to put the 2018 winter league on hold.  

2018 Paul McGinley Ryder Cup between Grange GC and Castle GC 

Historical Day for Castle in Paul McGinley Trophy 

Saturday 22nd September was a historical day for Captain John Leonard and Castle’s Paul McGinley 

Trophy team. 

Now in its sixth year, the Trophy is competed for by Castle and Grange GC with both clubs 

represented by their top 10 ranking players in their respective Player of the Year competitions. Each 

Team Captain has two additional player picks. A welcome addition to this year’s event was the 

inclusion of a final pairing of the respective club professionals, all of whom originate from Stackstown 

GC, who assisted in adding points to the respective teams. 

The competition is played on a Ryder Cup style format with 6 holes of fourball, 6 holes of foursomes 

and the final six holes in singles. 
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Castle have never won the trophy. There were two draws in the first two years of the event and 

Grange have been victors for the last 3 years. 

Castle Team Captain, Joe O’Hare, was fully intent on capturing a first Castle win in this competition 

and ensure that Captain John Leonard ended the year with an interclub golf title to his name. 

Joe’s picks of his son Simon and Captain John, who he paired together on the day, proved inspired. 

They secured the maximum 4 points for the team and more importantly Captain John sank the winning 

putt on the 18th green of his singles match to ensure the trophy was won by Castle for the first time by 

15 points to 13. 

In advance of the Paul McGinley Trophy being presented to Team Captain Joe and Captain John, it 

was fitting that a minute’s silence was observed by both teams to remember our recently departed 

friends Morgan Donaldson and Eugene Clinton, who had strong connections with both clubs. 

 

The history making Castle team comprised of Tom Woulfe, Brian McIntyre, Nick McAuliffe, Paul 

Coleman, Brendan Walshe Jr, Fergal Scully, Joe Connor, Greg Magrane, Michael Bollard, Jake 

Kinsella, Captain John Leonard, Simon O’Hare, Colin Clancy and Richard Bridges.   

Hamper Season 

Under the handicap system, a member can win only one Hamper, or one Turkey and Ham or one 

Turkey and all other prizes won thereafter are rewarded with a bottle prize.  

The handicap adjustments for winning are as follows: 

Hamper -3 

Turkey & Ham -2 

Turkey   -2 

Card Markers 

Members should note that on Saturday nights throughout the year, the task of collating and compiling 
scores is done by a group of volunteer card markers. The invaluable, behind the scenes work of this 
group of volunteers ensures that our competitions are well managed and run smoothly.  
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The list of Card Markers in 2018 was as follows: 
 
Michael O'Neill Des Leavy 
Robert Stanley Gabriel McGloin 
David Harte  Greg Edwards 
Joe Connor  Ken McKervey 
Michael Brennan Philip Murphy 
Frank O'Hare  Graham Walsh 
Mark O’Riordan Jim Carr 
 
A special thank you to Jim Fleming for his help with the match play tournaments  
 
 

 
GUI Teams – Conor Agnew  
 

Valiant Mixed Foursomes quest comes up just short. 

 

 

Pride of place in terms of 2018 Inter Club team performance must go to the Fergal Walsh / Siobhan 

McCarthy who managed the Mixed Foursomes squad.  

Cleverly combining low handicap men with mid/high handicap ladies, Killiney, Dun Laoghaire, Druids 

Heath and Hermitage were put to the sword en route to the Leinster Finals played at Knightsbrook. 

Newbridge were overcome in the semi-final and the encounter with Craddockstown, seeking their first 

ever Leinster pennant was not for the faint hearted!  Two of the matches went to the 19th; one would 

have sufficed to see Castle victorious, but unfortunately the breaks did not go our way and our hard-

working squad had to make do with the runners’ up plaque.  Not for the first time in recent years in this 

particular competition! 

Elsewhere, what can be best described as a “mixed bag” campaign, saw strong performances from 

our Jimmy Bruen, Bloom Cup and Duggan Cup squads while there was disappointment for our Senior 

Cup /Barton Shield, Junior Cup and Pierce Purcell teams with failure to progress from the qualifier 

phases. 

A lot of diligent preparation doesn’t necessarily translate into success on the day – illustrated by 19th 

hole defeats for our Metro and All-Ireland Fourball teams. 
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Thanks are due to both team management and players for their commitment and efforts in 2018. 

A special word of thanks to our Professional Colin Clancy for his continued enthusiastic support for our 

panels.  The groundwork laid in these tuition sessions will hopefully bear fruit in the near future. 

 
ILGU Report – Siobhan McCarthy      

 
In accordance with recommendations made by the ILGU, a number of significant changes were made 
by the ILGU committee, in an effort to promote golf at all levels: 
 

• 9-hole qualifying competitions were played at the end of every 18-hole competition to facilitate those 
members who did not have enough time to play 18 holes. 

 

• Junior and Juveniles are permitted to play in all Majors and Hamper competitions.  
 

• A review was carried out on all members playing off a handicap of 36. In many cases the handicaps 
have been increased, to a maximum of 40.  

 
 
Competitions 
 
The Captains Drive-In took place in beautiful sunshine on Sunday 7th January. The Lady Captain 
was joined by family, friends and fellow members for a very enjoyable day, which marked the start of 
her year as Lady Captain.  

 
 
The Winter League was, once again, a huge success. 12 Teams took part over a six week period, 
playing singles, foursomes and four-ball competitions.  
 
The winning team was The Iron Ladies, captained by Michelle Murphy. 
Runner-up was The Tee Timers, captained by Kaye Howett. 
 
The Spring Four-ball competition got under-way in early February with 40 pairs taking part. This 
provided excellent preparation for the inter-club matches which started in late March. The winners 
were Claire Cosgrove & Michelle Murphy; the Runners-up were Keara Curran & Fiona McDonagh. 
 
The White Elephant Competition took place on 27th February. A change in the format at the last 
minute meant that the name may have been a bit misleading! The committee purchased all the prizes. 
Great fun was had finding the best bargains ensuring everyone went home with a team prize; in many 
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cases the prizes were worth a lot more that the competition fee of €5. A great evening was had by all, 
and the new format proved to be very popular.  
 
The Granard Scotch Foursomes, played on 20th March, was won by Joanne Smyth and Fiona 
McDonagh with a super 43 pts.  This competition is organised by the NCBI as a fundraiser for people 
with sight-loss.  
 
The Jessie Taylor Perpetual Trophy, played on 27th March was won by Keara Curran with 37pts.  
 
Our first Invitation of the year took place on 17th April, just as the last of our restored bunkers came 
into play. We were delighted to have our course back and proud to show it off to our guests. The 
format was 2 scores to count and all to count on par 3s. Michelle Murphy, Claire Cosgrove, Elaine 
Molyneaux and Christine Joyce triumphed with a super score of 92 points.  
 
The 3T’s Chartiy competition was held on 8th May. This very worthy charity works to help prevent 
deaths by suicide through research, intervention and support. The competition was won by Therese 
O’Brien with 39 points.  
 
The President’s Prize to the Ladies took place on 15th May. The prize, a beautiful handbag, was 
won by Fiona Hanby with 39 pts. 
 

 
 
The Centenary Trophy was played on 29th May.  The worthy winner was Catherine Simpson with 41 
pts. 
 
The Australian Spoons Foursomes competition, which supports the ILGU Fund to finance young 
Irish golfers on International Teams, was played on 5th June. The net winners were Paula Dineen & 
Jacinta Keenan; the gross winners were Sally-Anne Lenehan & Claire Brennan. They represented 
Castle in the East Leinster Final in Bray on 13th August.  
 
 
The Glen Abbey Trophy was won by Claire Cosgrove with a fantastic score of 45 points on 12th 
June.  
 
The Lady Captain’s Prize took place on 19th and 22nd June. As always, there was a great 
atmosphere with lots of goodies provided on the day. Kara Sheppard led the field after day 1 with a 
score of 40 pts and her playing experience stood to her when she brought in a score of 37 pts on day 
2. Kara was a very popular winner and dedicated the win to her late mother, whose birthday was on 
22nd June. Kara was presented with her prize, a beautiful Longines watch by the Lady Captain.  
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The Mary Knowlan Trophy, which was played in conjunction with the medal on 3rd July, was won by 
Auveen Kelly with a great score of 67. 
 
 
The club turned pink on 10th July for our Play in Pink Day, in aid of Breast Cancer Research. It was a 
fun day with prizes galore. The winning team were Carina Staunton, Margaret Cassidy, MT Fitzpatrick 
& Joan Nordlokken with 61.7. Well done.  
 

 
 
We didn’t have to travel very far for our Exchange Day this year, which was held in Milltown GC on 
17th July. An enjoyable day, with the great weather adding yards to the run of the ball! The winning 
team with 91 pts were Peggy Sheehan, Barbara McAleese & Lisa McDonnell.  
 
Our second Invitation Day took place on 7th August. It was a 4 person Champagne Scramble and all 
the teams in 1st, 2nd & 3rd had fantastic scores of 102 pts. In 1st place (last 6) were Bernie Murray, 
Gillian Coe, Mary Howard & Pauline Pratt. 
 
The Captain’s Prize to the Ladies was played on 28th August. A delighted Clair Walsh had 40 pts to 
win a beautiful silver and gold necklace by Irish jeweller Seamus Gill, presented by the Captain.  
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Monthly Medals Winners   

Month    Class 1   Class 2   Class 3                
March   Eleanor Fitzgerald  Geraldine Fogarty  Keara Curran 
April   Fiona Shackleton  Juliet Kelly   Fiona McDonagh 
May   Fidelma Casey  Janet Byrne   Adrianna Liuzzi 
July   Ellen Smyth   Auveen Kelly   Patricia Rowan 
September  Sinead Heraty   Ann O’Hare   Melanie Sheppard 

 

Medal Final winners 

Class 1  Angela O’Conor 
Class 2 Keara Curran 
Class 3  No Winner 
 
 
Golfer of the Year 
 
Keara Curran won the Golfer of the Year for 2018. Keara started the year on a handicap of 30 and 
played steady golf to drop to 27. Well done Keara; a great achievement to receive this accolade in 
your second year as a member of the club.  
     

Results for all club competitions throughout the year are on the Castle GC website  

Contributions made to Charities 

Granard - NCBI supporting people with sight loss     €495   
3Ts - Turn the Tide of Suicide       €580 
Glen Abbey Trophy - Lady Captain’s chosen charity is Irish Guide Dogs  €508 
Play in Pink - Breast Cancer Research      €6,141 
Australian Spoons - ILGU Fund supporting young Irish International Teams    €630 
 
Social Events 
 
A Flower Arranging Demonstration by Yvonne Little, took place on Tuesday 27th of March. Yvonne 
demonstrated how to make various kinds of floral arrangements, including swags and varying sizes of 
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arrangements in oasis and vases. She also gave tips on the best places to purchase flowers, how to 
make them last longer and how to bring a bit of glamour into displays. The thoroughly enjoyable 
evening was organised by Edwina Jennings. 
 
The Lady Captain’s Away Day, organised by Carina Staunton and Grainne Dunne, took place at the 
end of the season, on 11th October. Golf was played in lovely sunshine in Courtown Golf Course, 
which was in immaculate condition. Dinner and overnight accommodation were in the Ashdown Park 
Hotel in Gorey. A most enjoyable evening with after dinner entertainment provided by Anita Lernihan & 
Stephanie Sadlier.  
 
We thank our Lady Captain, Lorraine for the energy she brought to her year as Lady Captain. She 
coped admirably with the huge challenges she faced in the first 5 months of her term, with disruption 
to the course and clubhouse during the renovation/improvement programme. 
 
We wish our incoming Lady Captain, Carina all the best for 2019.  
 
 
ILGU Teams – Justine Agnew  

 
We had a difficult start to golf this season due to weather and the work being done on the course. 

Once all the mangers got their panels together they hit the ground running. 

There was plenty of valley practice, putting drills, round robins and coaching from Colin as the season 

went on. 

Thank you to everyone - players, managers and caddies for all the time effort and enthusiasm that you 

put into the panels this year.  

We look forward to more ladies taking part next year as it is great for your golf and a wonderful way to 

meet new people and play new courses.  

ILGU 2018 Team Mangers and Results: 

Competition Managers Results 

Challenge Cup 
Andrea Fitzgerald & Eleanor 

Fitzgerald 
Lost 1st round to Greystones in last 

match on 21st hole 

Minor Cup 
Carina Staunton &  

Mary Therese Fitzpatrick 

Lost in 4th round to Charlesland in last 
match on 19th hole 

Intermediate Cup Lorna Hood Lost in 4th round to Headfort 

Junior Foursomes Martha Jones & Ann Doyle Lost in 4th round to Craddockstown  

Junior Cup Blanaid Nally & Louise F Church  Lost in 2nd round to Grange 

Senior Cup Anne Thornton & Niamh Leonard 
Beat Headfort in the morning but lost to a 
very strong Island team in the afternoon 

Senior Foursomes Anne Thornton & Niamh Leonard 
Qualified in Craddockstown but lost to 

Rathfarnham in Millicent  

Revive Active Michele Murphy & Lisa McDonald  Lost in 1st round to Lucan  
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Bloom Cup Maria Beaton  Lost in a very tight match to Killiney 

Boyne Cup Edwina Jennings Lost 3 & 2 to K Club 

Mary McKenna 
Trophy 

Myra Phelan & Terry Egan  Lost to Slade Valley  

 

 

Juvenile Golf – Arthur McEvoy & Catriona Pender   

2018 was another good year for Juvenile Golf in Castle. The Juveniles’ season revolves around the 

Monday & Wednesday competitions during the summer and through particular holidays with boys and 

girls of numerous ages playing off various tees. This year we achieved a substantial increase in girls 

competing thanks to the winter programme of coaching and participation. We also have a healthy 

number of mostly younger and up and coming golfers playing in the Valley. A huge thank you to 

Catriona Pender, Deirdre Hoey and Karl Ward in the valley and Fiona Neary, Paula Leavy, Kara 

Shepard, Carol Edwards and the always smiling Mary Brennan who were there every Monday and 

Wednesday morning, bright and early to ensure all the Juveniles got out on time with cards and 

pencils in hand.  A big thanks to all the parents who helped out on the red and yellow tees throughout 

the summer, your support is always welcome; we can never have too many parents involved and we 

do find that the children of parents who get involved have greater commitment and enjoy golf more. 

The support of parents is very much appreciated by the Club.  

Generally, the competitions on the golf course were singles competitions, but we also ran a few mixed 

scrambles which helped the Juveniles socialise better.  This year for the first time we also introduced a 

9-hole counting competition for the busier juvenile golfers who have other commitments but would still 

like to participate. In the Valley all of those not yet qualified for the full course got weekly coaching in 

July and August from our Club Pro Colin Clancy and his assistant Richard Bridges. 

Once again at the end of season finale (O’Meara Cup/Mary Walsh) we ran a fun day with a mixture of 

activities for the kids including bouncy castle, foot-golf, nearest the pin, longest drive and other games. 

It was a super way to finish off a great season and thanks again to all the committee and parents who 

helped out on the day. 

Also, well done to both of our Juvenile Captains, Roisin Caffrey and Tommy Smyth for having a great 

year and for all their help with the Juvenile Committee in particular on the final day of the Dick Walshe 

trophy where they were a fantastic support to John Maloney in ensuring that the day ran smoothly.  

Castle very successfully hosted one of the Elm Park trophy days welcoming 85 children from 13 clubs 

throughout Dublin. Huge thanks to Paula Leavy and Cathal O’Leary for their fantastic work on such a 

big event. 

Girls Section 

One of the main goals of the Juvenile Committee is to grow girls’ golf in the Club not only from a 

participation point of view but also from an improvement in quality. 

There are lots of positives in girls’ golf in Castle and things are moving in the right direction. This 

improvement has been facilitated through initiatives from the Juvenile Committee. For example, during 

the off-season months a mix of girls from different age-groups met up every Sunday afternoon/evening 

to play 9 holes supervised by adults. In addition, Colin Clancy’s Development coaching plan for Girls 
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and Boys ran through the winter with an impressive 32 of the more active girls taking advantage of this 

and getting regular coaching in Spawell and Castle. The intention is to improve and enhance this 

Development Plan further in off-season 2019/19. This Development Coaching Plan is the key to the 

future success of Juvenile Girls Golf.  We owe a debt of thanks to Catriona Pender and Deirdre Hoey 

who put a huge amount of time and effort into the girls’ section. Their commitment is the main reason 

we have seen growth in girls’ golf over the last few years, alongside Colin’s coaching.  

Girls Successes of the Year  

The Captain’s prize was won by Amelia Walshe. The Girls matchplay was won by Aoife Leavy with 

Amelia Walshe as runner up and Golfer of the Year was won by Ellen Smyth. Ellen Smyth had a great 

year also winning the Mary Walsh Trophy. Our girls outperformed our boys in the Elm Park Trophy 

again this year, lying in 2nd place on Finals day. Unfortunately, they were beaten by a very strong Elm 

Park team this year. We are proud to say that the Castle Girls represented the club successfully in 

tournaments in Leinster and throughout the country.  

       

The boys’ representation on the men’s teams over the years has greatly contributed to success of the 

senior club teams and the boys’ development. 

We hope that this will follow through in the girl’s section encouraged by the ILGU in the coming years. 

Handicap Reductions 

In the girls’ section we had some impressive handicap reductions for 2018 the highlights of which 

were: 

Grace O’Connor 36 to 26.5, Ellen Smyth 18 to 13, Cliona Cosgrave 36 to 32, Sarah Feely 36 to 31 

Hannah O’Dwyer 35 to 30, Aoife Leavy 21 to 18. 

Under 19s Interclub Matchplay  

The biggest tournament of girls’ golf in the ILGU calendar, this competition took place this year over a 

two-day qualifier on August 7th in Tulfarris GC.  After the best summer in decades, this day brought 

extremely tough weather conditions for all competitors for the entire first day.   

Castle girls were drawn against Royal Tara GC, and our three girl team of, Ellen Smyth (13); and 

twins, Zoe Dunne (19) and Katie Dunne (20) had a convincing win over their County Meath counter 

parts. This win earned them a quarter finals against current All Ireland Champions and neighbouring 
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Club, Grange GC and a very strong team comprising Emma Fenelon (7); Rachel Lynch (18) and Ciara 

Corcoran (8). 

After a titanic struggle Grange GC emerged victorious with a win on the 21st hole of the final and 

deciding match. 

It was a super match played in great spirit throughout with neither side willing to give up, even in the 

terrible weather conditions that persisted throughout the day.  It was the furthest Castle GC has got in 

many years in this competition and hopefully clears the way for further progress in 2019. Well done to 

Ellen, Zoe and Katie. It was a super watching and many thanks to all the support in Tulfarris for our 

Castle Team.  

 

Pictured are Zoe Dunne, Ellen Smyth & Katie Dunne 

Boys Section  

The boys section had a good year with lots of activity and success in individual competitions. We saw 

lots of boys playing every Monday & Wednesday with all enjoying their golf and making great friends. 

From a team perspective it was a mixed year for Boys but hopefully we can improve next year. The 

Fred Daly (Senior Cup for Boys) were narrowly beaten in round two by Greystones who went on to win 

the Leinster finals. The Under 15 Boys team lost in the 1st round to Elm Park, which was hugely 

disappointing as despite being 4 down after the first away leg, all boys put in a huge performance at 

home to only lose narrowly on the 19th hole. The players all performed admirably but unfortunately 

after recent successes in this competition it was disappointing for the lads to be knocked out so early. 

We have learned a lot over the last few years and we will be working with the lads to make the most of 

their talents to create a stronger team for the coming years. Again, Colin’s Juvenile Development 

Coaching Plan is key to this future improvement. 

Fred Daly 2018 (Leo Norris & Ross McKeever) 

A young Fred Daly team performed very well in 2018, comprehensively winning 4 matches to reach 

the Leinster quarter finals before eventually losing to a very strong Greystones. A talented and 

committed squad made up of Gavin Herlihy, Alex Bolger, Thomas Harte, James Quinn, Cillian Kirwan 

and Charlie Quinn were led by a tremendous captain in Tommy Smyth, who will no doubt go on to do 

fantastic things in golf for both himself and Castle. A huge thank you to assistant manager Ross 

McKeever, all the parents, members who supported our matches and most importantly to a great 

group of boys who have bright futures in golf ahead of them. 
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Individual Successes for Boys  

Many congratulations to Charlie Quinn who was beaten on a count back in the under 13’s Leinster 

series.  Congratulations to Alan Moran and Louis Moran who have been recalled to the Leinster 

coaching panel for the next season. 

Huge well done to Alex Bolger on finishing 10th in Leinster U16 order of merit and James Quinn 

finished 25th a great achievement for both Castle Members. In the U14’s Alan Moran finished in an 

excellent 7th position.  This series is played all over Ireland and we are particularly proud to see these 

players carry the Castle badge. 

At home we had Hugh Moran winning Golfer of the Year after a fantastic season. He also won the 

Captains Prize to the Juveniles. Darragh Smyth won the O’Meara Cup, while Charlie Holland won the 

Harry Dowdall Matchplay. 

                         

The inaugural Bill Scott trophy was won this year on the 2nd July by Charlie Quinn for the best overall 

score on the day. 

Handicap Reductions 

As with every year there are a number of boys whose handicaps reduce significantly.  This year they 

are as follows: 

Darragh Moran 28 to 19, Louis Moran 22 to 15, Sean Benton13 to 9, Hugh Moran 22 to 16, Darragh 

Smyth 24 to 17, William O’Leary 28 to 21, Harvey O’Leary 14 to 11, Zach Baird 25 to 20, Charlie 

Quinn 11 to 8, Alan Moran 12 to 10, Harry Colbert 11 to 8, Alex Bolger 6 to 4, Eoin Maher 24 to 21, 

Adam Kerr 14 to 11.  There are many more who also had reductions keeping a healthy spirit of 

competitive golf amongst the lads. 

 

Huge thanks to the committee, volunteers, office staff and in particular to Billy Johns, Francis and 

Philip for their help, understanding and support of our juvenile members. 

Eugene will be especially missed by all the juveniles who appreciated the great interest he took in their 

development and achievements and of course for his patience in locating the many lost clubs and 

various items of clothing they mislaid on a regular basis! 

 



 

Castle Golf Club Annual Report 2017/2018                                                                                             16 | 
P a g e  

 

 

 

 
58th All-Ireland Father & Son – Lee Healion 

 

 

Pictured: Ken McDonagh (Sponsor) with Winners Stephen & Michael Finlan with the Father & Son Trophy, watched on by 

Captain John Leonard and Lee Healion.   

Castle Golf Club enjoyed glorious and glistening sunshine for the 2018 All Ireland Father & Son at 

Castle Golf Club, which was once again sponsored by Dawson Jewellers. 

With over 450 competitors and 91 clubs represented, the competition was fierce from the outset with 

two rounds of stroke play qualifying played in testing conditions on Saturday and Sunday. 

The standard of golf was excellent throughout the qualifying rounds with only a couple of 77.5’s getting 

through on Saturday and only one 77 making the matchplay stages from Sunday.  

Best Gross:    Brian (4) & Martin (5) Scullion  - Lurgan 76 gross - Back 9 count back 
Best Net:        Matt (14) & Kevin (18) Maher  - Blessington Lakes/Dunmurray Springs - 68 Net 
Best Castle:   Austin (15) & Austin (13) Duke  - Castle - 70 
 
Foxrock's John Maguire playing with his Dad, Derek aced the par 3 13th for a memorable hole in one. 
 
In total there were 35 different golf clubs represented in the matchplay stages with 17 pairings making 
it through from Castle Golf Club.  The matchplay rounds brought plenty of drama, excitement and 
stories of what might have been.  Past Champions James & Marc Dillon (Palmerstown House/Castle) 
came through on the 19th after a great battle with Joseph & Ross O'Grady (K Club/Hermitage) on 
Monday as the sun blazed down. 
 
On Tuesday, Hugh Millar (Grange) came back from the dead as he holed a 30 foot putt on 18 to bring 
his match down 19 and then completed the win, with son Sean, in an all Grange match with John & 
Kieran Ryan. 
Hilary & Arthur Haydon (Castle), one of four Castle pairings still left after Wednesday’s play, kept the 
home flag flying, for another day at least, after a great match with Gerry & Harry Morgan (Donabate) 
played in a tremendous spirit and some excellent golf too! 
 
The second hole in one of this year's event was achieved by Lloyd O'Rourke (Naas) as he and his 
father Vincent overcame Gerard & Neil Morrissey (Foxrock). 
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Thursday’s action brought play into the business end of the competition with three matches going all 
the way to the 18th hole.  Morgan (4) and Jack Pierse (+2) (Grange/Portmarnock) managed to see off 
the challenge of Castle pair, Dermot & Martin Connor.  Castle's Andrew Baird and his son Ryan, a 
Leinster Rugby Academy player, marched on after their fine win over Peter & Graham O'Connor of 
Foxrock.  Former champions the Finlans and Lurgan’s finest the Scullions also advanced onwards. 
 
Friday the 13th was quarter finals day with strawberries and cream to blend with the glorious sunshine, 
terrific golf and closely fought battles.  Brian & Martin Scullion (Lurgan) came from two down with three 
to play with birdies on 16 and 17 to tie the match and take it into tie holes with past champions Steve 
& Michael Finlan (Grange Castle/Castle) who eventually prevailed in this epic contest winning on the 
20th hole.  Another match played with tremendous golf and excitement, saw Vincent & Lloyd O'Rourke 
(Naas) also make it into the same semi-final after their win on the 17th against Matt & Kevin Maher 
(Blessington Lakes/Dunmurry Springs) 
 
In the semifinals Andrew & Ryan Baird (Castle) got off to a fast start in their match with Vincent & 
Lloyd O'Rourke (Naas) but were eventually pinned back by the O'Rourke's, who finally drew level on 
17.  A half on the 18th brought the match up the 19th, with the O'Rourke's booking their place in the 
final.  
 
In the second semi-final Michael & Steve Finlan (Blessington Lakes/Castle) also got off to a good start 
in their game with Morgan & Jack Pierse (Grange/Portmarnock) and rarely left any door or window 
open for the Pierse's to get any foothold in the match. Each time the Pierse's got one back the Finlans 
stepped on the gas again at the next hole. Classic matchplay golf was enjoyed by a huge crowd as the 
Finlans produced the best quality to win the day. 
 
Michael and Stephen Finlan won the Dawson Jewellers sponsored All Ireland Father and Son 
Foursomes for the fourth time when they beat Naas' Vincent and Lloyd O'Rourke 4 and 3 in the final. 
Grange Castle member Michael is now a five-time winner as he won with his father Ben in 1979 
before going on to partner his son and Castle member Stephen, to victory in 2005, 2013 and 2014. 
 
Ken McDonagh from Dawson Jewellers said that his company was delighted to be part of a great 
tournament which builds and nourishes future talent and family relationships. 
 
Captain John Leonard thanked Ken for the generous sponsorship and Lee Healion (Chairman) and his 
team for an excellent competition in 2018.  
 
The winners paid tribute to Castle Golf Club and the Course Superintendent (Paul Fitzgerald) for the 
quality of the course and overall facilities provided to all participants during the week.   
 
Finally, all visitors acknowledged the warm welcome received from Castle Members & Staff, which is 
something that has become synonymous with Castle’s All Ireland Father & Son Competition. 
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11th  All Ireland Mother & Daughter – Vivienne Cosgrave  
 
The 10th All Ireland Mother & Daughter Foursomes Open competition was played in Castle Golf Club 
on Monday 20th August. 
  
Once again Medipharm was our generous sponsor.  All competitors were delighted with the super 
goody bags which were packed with creams, hair products and a MediPharm voucher. 
  
We had a number of new competitors this year which was wonderful, in addition to welcoming back 
many of our regulars.   
  
The winners this year with a wonderful score of 41 points were Bernie and Niamh Murray.  Very 
popular winners and further congratulations to Niamh who was six months pregnant at the time.  
Second place with a wonderful score of 36 points was our Lady Captain playing with her Mom (Killiney 
Golf Club) and third place on 35 points were Mary Claire and Sue Ennis from Newbridge Golf Club.  
Congratulations to all winners. 

 

Course –  Brendan Meaney   

We certainly experienced challenging weather conditions in 2018.  Snow in February, flooding in 

March followed by drought and extreme high temperatures throughout the summer months along with 

several storms throughout the year. In June we recorded the highest temperature in 40 years and the 

driest conditions in 80 years.  
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All of this presented significant challenges in maintaining the course to our usual high standards. We 

put a huge focus on maintaining the quality of greens, tee boxes and approaches along with tree 

management and clean ups following the storms.   

Bunkers Restoration program  

The Bunker Restoration program was completed within budget and in time for the competitive golf 

season. Sincere thanks to Paul Fitzgerald, Course Superintendent who skillfully managed the entire 

programme. Grateful appreciation also to the professional workmanship of DAR golf. 

Unfortunately, the drought conditions impacted the playability of the bunkers initially. A significant 

amount of resources was deployed in redistributing sand during this period. More recently we have 

seen a significant improvement in playability following the effects of some normal weathering.  

 

  
The new strategic bunkers and redevelopment of existing bunkers have greatly enhanced our course 

and we will reap benefits from this project for years to come.  

Tree Management  

We lost several larger trees as a result of the storms during the year. With the dry ground conditions, 

we had to suspend our annual ‘tree spade’ activities and limit tree planting to replacing those trees lost 

during the storms. 

Fairways 

For the second year in a row, the weather conditions severely affected the conditions of our fairways 

and unfortunately this year during the peak summer golfing months.  

Several actions were taken to re-establish consistent grass cover on fairways including scarifying, over 

seeding, and the application of wetters and fertilisers.   

The sanding of fairways has long been an established practice to protect against the impact of 
flooding on the course. Due to the poor turf grass density on our fairways the annual sanding program 
was suspended for 2018, with the impact of this decision to be monitored closely.  
 

Whilst these actions will improve the conditions of our fairways, we do need to consider the impact of 

more frequent extreme weather events, both extended drought periods and heavy rainfall. With this in 
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mind, we have commenced a full review of our fairways including an examination of all possible 

remedial measures, the cost implications and the potential risks.  

 

      

The completion of the coaching bay is an exciting new development and will enhance the golfing 

experience and hopefully will assist Castle teams’ performance and contribute towards winning more 

pennants. The opportunity was also taken to refresh the area surrounding our practice ground and this 

clean up very much enhances the appearance of the entrance to our club and people’s first 

impressions of it. 

Over the winter a number of tee boxes will be upgraded to USGA standard including coring out, laser 

levelling and installing drainage. 

A special thanks and acknowledgment of the hard work of Paul Fitzgerald and his team in what has 

been a very challenging year. 

 

House – Dining, Bar and Premises – Maria Beaton 

The House Committee’s role is to plan improvements, resolve service and maintenance issues and to 

plan for future repair and maintenance. The committee works closely with the General Manager and 

Facilities Manager and reports to the Board regularly. Over 2018 the focus around the clubhouse was 

the development work which kicked off in November 2017.   

Members were wonderfully patient throughout the winter with some necessary changes to how we 

operated. Members needed to bring their clubs home after golf each week, had a little further to walk 

around to the pro-shop’s cabin and finally a much-reduced but excellent food offering.  

I believe members were rewarded for their patience in June 2018 when we opened our new Caddy 

Master building. This was also much to the delight of our caddy master team who had to endure the 

hardship of temporary accommodation while the work was being done.  

Catering 

We said goodbye to Liam and Toni in December and then closed the kitchen for 4 months. We 

undertook extensive renovations and stocked the kitchen with upgraded equipment, as was needed.  

The kitchen development was running alongside the caddy masters, and we were able to open our 

kitchens early in May. ITSA was appointed following a comprehensive tender process and has 

presented some wonderful food since.  The ITSA team has worked well with Castle in providing their 

service and have been flexible and accommodating since their appointment.  
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Repairs and Maintenance  

In previous years the level of expenditure on repairs and maintenance had increased which reflected 

the age of the original equipment. We have a new boiler, new air conditioning units and new kitchen 

equipment. As these costs always come frontloaded we will see a change in how our ongoing house 

budget will be spent in the future with a reduction in functional repairs and greater capacity to spend 

on upgrades and improvements.  

 

2019 and beyond 

Given the level of work and expenditure in the club over the past year, the house committee is 

proposing only to undertake one large project in the clubhouse, namely the painting of the clubhouse. 

This has been approved in the budget for the year with an additional contingency for essential 

maintenance or unplanned events.   

 

Social – Leo Norris   

 
The first half of 2018 was relatively quiet on the social calendar due to the clubhouse renovations. 

However events from mid-April on, the success of the new caterers and the energy from our fantastic 

captains brought a welcome buzz back to Castle. 

Putting Quiz 

The first main event of the year was our annual putting quiz; an extremely successful & fun night! 
Along with the usual reliables “what does SIM stand for and “is Brazil larger in area than Australia” – 
we also had a spelling round – with everyone now knowing that there are two c’s and two m’s in 
accommodation, along with a few other gems. Once again Tom Woulfe’s crack team had to settle for 
second place against a super all ladies team led by Sinead Heraty. Huge thanks to Philip Murphy as 
always and hard-working social committee volunteers on the night of Graham Walsh, Adrianna Liuzzi 
and Fiona McDonagh, and to Martin Ryan who also lent a hand. 
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Summer BBQ 

An excellent Captain’s Week kicked off with two great days of golf and a sold out Summer BBQ on 

August 25th. The dancefloor was packed and hopping for the entire night to the great sound of John 

Keogh and his never aging band “Full Circle”. A mixture of excited and scared members were joined 

on the dancefloor and dinner tables by our surprise guest on the night “Kim Jong Un”. Graham Walsh 

very kindly drove the North Korean Leader back to the airport the next morning. A great night was had 

by all with fantastic food from Nikki and the new catering team along with great drinks and service from 

our ever-smiling bar staff.  

 

Huge support was clearly evident on the night for Captain John who gave a tremendous speech in 

which he thanked his family and all the members for their wonderful support throughout the year.  

 

Risteárd Cooper 

September saw the hugely talented Risteárd Cooper visit Castle and he had members and visitors 

alike rolling in the aisles. His array of comedy sketches and songs included uncanny impersonations 

of Des Cahill, Eddie O’Sullivan, an Ulster sports news broadcaster and our very own Graham Walsh to 

name but a few.  
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Nine & Dine 

The Nine & Dines’ at Castle always prove to be very successful and 2018 was no exception. An extra 

twist was added to the last two outings with golfers only being allowed to use 4 clubs and a prize for 

the group who completed their round in the least time. These additions proved to be very successful 

and popular, with players experiencing much less hold ups on the course and people enjoying the 

novelty and challenge of choosing what shot to play and how with a reduced set of clubs. 

  

Joe Canning 

In October we were treated to Joe Canning’s insightful and extremely honest account of life as an All 

Star, All-Ireland winner and all time Galway hurling legend with our very own Gary Moran putting the 

probing and perfectly timed questions. A huge thanks to Jim Carr, the Captains, the social committee, 

members and guests for making this such a successful afternoon. 
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We had a hugely successful Halloween party and fireworks display in late October and with the ever 

popular Santa Days to come and an evening supper talk from Brigadier General Heaslip, the rest of 

2018 promises to be exceptionally busy and great fun in equal measure. 

One of the most popular nights of the year is the Farewell to the Captain’s on 24th November, where 

members will be treated to an array of highly talented home entertainment. 

A huge thank you to all of the Social Committee and the Captains for their tremendous drive, energy 

and innovation, and to the members for supporting the variety of events over the year. 

 
Marketing and Communications – Kieran Garry  

The Marketing and Communications Committee continued to keep members up to date on all the 
activities that took place during the year. Regular texts and emails, as well as the bimonthly ezine 
Castle Tidings were the primary means of communicating with members. 
 
The Committee would like to thank all those who contribute articles and reports to our ezine and we 
look forward to engaging with our regular contributors and some new ones in the year ahead.  
 
The club website is of course another key method of communicating with members and the site is 
monitored on a regular basis and refreshed with current news items. The gallery continues to be the 
most visited section of the website along with Book a Tee time.  
 
The Committee has been working diligently on the development of a new Club website and we hope 
to bring this work to fruition in the very near future.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Boundary Committee  - Martin Donnelly 

The Boundary Committee continues to monitor all activity along our boundaries. The Course 
Superintendent and General Manager continue to have dialogue with our neighbours where necessary 
to deal with all issues that arise along our boundary. 
 
 

Charitable Activities – Joe O’Hare & Carina Staunton   

The Benevolent Trust continues to help members. The purpose of The Castle Golf Club 
Benevolent Trust is to provide financial assistance in cases of necessity to members, ex-
members and families of members of the Club.    
  
Members, who become aware of persons who would benefit from the Trust, and who would 
welcome support, should contact the General Manager John McCormack.  All matters 
referred to the Trust are confidential.   
 

 

Bridge – Martha Jones 

 
The 2017/18 season was a good year with an average of 18.5 tables playing in our Monday night 

competition. This year we continued with our beginners’ classes with 18 members continuing from last 

year’s first round of classes.  

As always, our major competitions were very well supported & keenly contested. This season the 

honours went to:  
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Centenary Trophy Ken O’Neill, Austin Duke & Sylvia O’Doherty  

Presidents Prize Claire Walsh & Seamus Feely 

Silver Salver Pam Miller & Peadar Walsh tied with Patricia & Ciara Gleeson  

Joyce Church Intermediate 

Trophy  
Bernie Kelly & Jane Wilson  

Silver Plate Noel & Mary Cusack  

We participate in two inter golf club matches annually. The Rose Bowl in which Edmondstown Golf 

Club took the honours this year and against the Grange Golf Club who returned to their winning ways 

this year.  

This year we had 3 teams compete in the Fanagan League a competition run by the Dublin South 

Region of the Contract Bridge Association. I am delighted to report our Intermediate A team won their 

Section and we hope to welcome the President of the CBAI South Dublin Region to the club shortly to 

present our President Martha and the winning team with their trophy. Our Intermediate B teams fought 

hard in very competitive sections with one of the teams finishing runners up to a very strong team from 

Regent Academy. All who took part enjoyed the experience and look forward to next year’s league. 

Our annual Charity Night was very well supported again this year with 100 players taking part. We 

raised €1,800 for our nominated charity, The Gavin Glynn Foundation, and thank all those who 

supported the night by playing or donating. 

 
Pavilion Members – Derek Mulligan   

 
The 2018 season started with a large influx of new Pavilion members to Castle Golf Club. 

Many new and existing members attended our ‘Welcome night’ and AGM on the 6th of April. 

Unfortunately, the weather prevented Colin and Billy’s normal tour of our facilities and the Valley 

Course for our new members.  

All new members were brought up to the restaurant for an informal chat with this year’s Captains John 

and Lorraine along with many Board members. The Chairman of the Board Eamon Duggan and both 

Captains gave rousing speeches to welcome all to Castle GC. 

Our new committee for 2018 was Derek Mulligan (Chairperson), Geraldine Hughes, Patricia Smyth, 

Paul Murphy, Eileen Bradley, Steve Graham and Billie Kelly). 

The Captain and Lady Captain’s prize to Pavilion members was held on the 27th of April and we had a 

full timesheet followed by a full restaurant and the new DJ had everyone dancing until the early hours. 

Winners on the day were Fionnuala Breathnach and Colin O’Brien.  

We had a total of 7 Nine hole competitions during the year with full timesheets and extra lines 

requested and granted. The scores from these competitions were compiled for our Golfer of the year 

and the trophies went to Patricia Smyth and Paul Murphy. 

Seventy two golfers joined us for our Pavilion member open invitational day with 34 different clubs 

represented. The format was two to score per team with Sean Flynn’s team emerging victorious. 
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We played our now annual Castle Pavilion members vs Grange Pavilion members away in July with 

the home leg played in Castle on the 12th of August. Unfortunately, we lost narrowly by one point in 

each leg and the trophy was retained by Grange. Both Captains were in attendance to present the cup 

along with Board Liaison officer Philip Murphy who also did a super job as starter on the day. 

Our end of season dinner and trophy presentation took place on October the 13th with both Captains in 

attendance to present six trophies to the various winners. 

 

 

Our final event of the season is our annual Turkey shoot in November and this will conclude a very 

successful 2018 for all our members. 

 
Good Companions – Denis Mongan 

The Good Companions have enjoyed very good golf year. After a long winter with a number of 

cancellations we were able to complete most of our weekly competitions. As the weather improved so 

did our turnout of golfers and non-playing members and we all enjoyed the beautiful summer.  

Our Major/Trophy Competition Winners for 2018 are as follows: 

29th March  Easter Trophy Michael Mooney  

26th April  Johnny Camp Trophy Joe Kiernan 

17th May  Mixed Mexican Scramble Denis Mongan. Andrea Fitzgerald,  
Barry Keely & Carina Staunton  

7th June  Frank Marconi Trophy  Barry Keely 

14th June Away Day/Fred Bolger Trophy Michael Mooney 

28th June Kevin Vaughan Trophy Mossie Veale 

19th July  Peter O’Connor Trophy Mossie Veale 

2nd August  Keogh Bros Trophy Tony Murray  

20th September Mixed Mexican Scramble Michael Power, Joan Pender,  
Michael Egan & Marie O’Connor 

27th September Captains Prize & Dinner Barry Keely  
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The away day held at Rathfarnham Golf Club on 14th June was a great success with good golf and an 

excellent meal plus a very welcoming environment.  

Our Captain’s prize day was postponed in August due to the untimely death of our former Captain 

John Keogh, and we were also saddened by the loss of Noel Malone and Bob Murphy. RIP. We were 

also shocked and saddened at the death of Morgan Donaldson and Eugene Clinton. RIP 

We also enjoyed the company and chat of the non-playing members like John Cunningham, Don 

O’Rourke, Val Harte, Dick Cuddihy, Gerry McAuliffe, Dave Byrne, and we are always delighted to 

meet and chat with them.  

Thank you also to Lady Captain Lorraine for her help in arranging two very successful mixed 

competitions, most enjoyable and good fun! 

Our rearranged Captains day was held on 27th September, a lovely sunny day, and we had an 

excellent turnout for both the golf and dinner. We were delighted that John Leonard Club Captain 

joined us on the golf course and later in the dining room. We really appreciated his support and 

humour which added so much to the day. Thank you, John! 

Our Turkey and Hamper Competitions have started and we look forward to good golfing up to our 

Prize day on 13th December. 

Finally, a big thank you, as Good Companion’s Captain to my committee, the caterers, and all Club 

staff for their help and assistance in making 2018 a most enjoyable year for us all.  

 
Snooker Season 2017-18 – Mark Byrne 

 
After many years of disappointment on the green baize, the Castle finally won their first ever pennant, 

winning the Paddy O’Brien against a strong Newlands team.  The last couple of years have seen us 

knocking on the door but always stumbling on the last couple of steps 

Led by captain Mark O’Riordan the panel of Fergal Behan, Garry Lyons, Graham Walsh, Niall McNiff, 

Declan McNiff, Joe Connor, Gerry Kane, Nick Armstrong, Diarmuid McAuliffe, Eric Goodwin, Karl 

Ward & Mark Byrne, finally got us over the line with a 3-1 score line. Fortunately, on the night we 

probably played the best snooker of the season. A fantastic achievement and hopefully only the start 

of things to come. 
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Not that the Castle aren’t used to winning trophies.  Our success rate has soared over the last few 

years in the Ted Fearon trophy and we are now the power house between Grange GC and Milltown 

GC in this format.  This year we recorded a very comfortable 4-1 victory over Milltown in the final. 

 

On the home front the box leagues continue to be the back bone of the snooker season giving 

everyone an opportunity to play competitively 

Box League Winners Pre-Christmas  Box League Winners Post-Christmas 

A   Gerry Kane  A   Nick Armstrong 

B   Brendan Flynn  B   Nick McAuliffe 

C   Andrew Baird  C   Karl Ward 

D   Hilary Haydon   D  Frank Kennedy  

E   Kieran O’Callaghan  E   Stephen Stewart 

F   Stephen Stewart  H   Alan Bainbridge  

G   Noel O’Connor   

H   Brendan Reade   

 

The championships are the highlight of the season and we had another four great finals this year 
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Senior Final  

Mark Byrne v Fergal Behan 
A fantastic match that went all the way on a 3-2 score-line, Fergal fighting back each time to win a 
record tenth championship.  An unbelievable achievement with the talent that is currently on show in 
the Castle.  Will he still have to hunger to win an 11th?  Fergal pictured below with proud dad Ray 
Behan and his championship trophy. 

 

Intermediate Final  

Killian Banks played really well to beat Derek Mulligan 

Martin Connor 

Karl Ward had one of those nights where nothing went wrong and had the better of Niall McNiff  

Doubles Final  

Garry Lyons/Neil Kelly rode their luck beating Jimmy Quinn/Stephen Finlan in the doubles final.  A 

fluked black ball brought them back from the grave and gave them a re-spotted black and then 

ultimately the victory in an enjoyable open final.  Garry with back to back doubles wins. 

A season that will live long in the memory….. 

 
GUI & ILGU Committees 

 
The Annual General Meetings of the ILGU was held on 5th December 2017 and the GUI AGM was 
held on 7th December 2017 and those elected to office were:   
 
GUI:  
John Leonard: Captain   
Joe O’Hare: Vice Captain   
Diarmuid McAuliffe, Ross Cregan, Willie O’Brien and Neil Kelly were elected to the GUI Committee. 
 
ILGU:   
Lorraine Crighton: Captain   
Carina Staunton: Vice Captain  
Grainne Dunne, Angela O’Connor and Geraldine Magrane were elected to the ILGU Committee. 
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Board of Directors  

At the Annual General Meeting of the Club held on 11th December 2017, Joanne O’Connor was 
elected as director. 
 
There were 12 Board Meetings held throughout the year. 
 
Sub – Committees 2018 

 

All committees are available to view on the Castle Golf Club website.  
  
Please visit the following link for more information on each sub-committee 
 
http://www.castlegc.ie/committees/castle-golf-club-sub-committees-2017.21552.html 

 

Prize Winners 2017/18 

ILGU Prize Winners 

Competition Winner Runner Up  

Lady Captain’s Prize Kara Sheppard Caroline Sweeney 

Captain’s Prize to Ladies  Clair Walsh  Anne Thornton  

President’s Prize Fiona Hanby Marie Bourke  

Scratch Cup  Sally Anne Lenehan Sinead Heraty  

Victory Cup  Siobhan McCarthy Anne Thornton  

Jessie Taylor Perpetual  Keara Curran  Mary Page 

Jubilee Cup  Marie O’Brien  Keara Curran  

Glen Abbey Trophy  Claire Cosgrave   

Fourball Matchplay  
Sinead Heraty & 

Lorna Hood 

Jacqueline Bates & 

Peggy Sheehan  

Foursomes Matchplay  
Andrea Fitzgerald & 

Irene O’Beirne 

Martha Jones &  

Ann Doyle  

Golfer of the Year Keara Curran   

Mary Nowlan Cup  Auveen Kelly   

Centenary Trophy Catherine Simpson  Janet Byrne  

Club Championship Sally Anne Lenehan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.castlegc.ie/committees/castle-golf-club-sub-committees-2017.21552.html
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GUI Prize Winners 

Competition Winner Runner Up 

Captain’s Prize Ronan McDermott Gary Moran  

President’s Prize Brian Maher Ian Casey  

Club Championship  Alex Gleeson  Ronan Burke 

Senior Championship  Mark Hutch  Greg Magrane 

Intermediate Championship  Derek Sweeney  Joe O’Hare 

Junior Championship  Nick McAuliffe Vincent Sheridan 

Junior Shield Fergal Walsh  Gavin O’Herlihy  

St Patrick’s Cup  Alan Howett Shane O’Connell 

Bailey Cup  Ronan Murphy  Paul Coleman  

Gold Medal  Simon O’Hare Ross Cregan  

Autumn Trophy  Brian McIntyre Jim Kavanagh  

Golfer of the Year Hugh Bregazzi  

Professionals Prize  Tom Woulfe Ronan McDermott 

Millennium Trophy  Michael O’Neill  

Willie Holley Trophy  Ken McKervey  Gavin O’Hara 

Alexander Cup William McAuliffe Fionan Moriarty  

David Kinsella Trophy Brendan C Walsh  Leo Norris 

Spring Cup  David Shiels  

Medals Final Harry Gleeson   

Barton Cup  Ciaran Clarke   

Mixed Foursomes 
William McAuliffe &  

Ann O’Hare 

Jim Mulready & 

Loraine Cunningham  

Lady Captain’s Prize to GUI Marc Dillon   

Centenary Trophy Mark Lavelle  

Committee Cup Hugh Bregazzi  

Fourball Championship  
Ken McKervey & 

Ronan McDermott 

Conor Agnew &  

Mark Hutch  

Foursomes Championship 
Ross Cregan &  

Fergal Costelloe 

Conor Agnew &  

Gearoid Bradley  

13 Hole Winter Scotch Foursomes 
Conor Sheehan &  

Michael O’Neill 

Eamon O’Doherty &  

Richard Lenehan  
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Juvenile Prize Winners 

Competition Winner Runner Up 

Captains Prize to Boys Hugh Moran  James Neary  

Captains Prize to Girls Amelia Walsh  Sarah Feely  

O’Meara Cup Darragh Smyth  

Mary Walsh Trophy Ellen Smyth   

Golfer of the Year (Boys) Hugh Moran   

Golfer of the Year (Girls) Ellen Smyth   

Juvenile Boys (Harry Dowdall) Final Charlie Holland Charlie Quinn 

Juvenile Girls Matchplay  Aoife Leavy Amelia Walshe  

Bill Scott Trophy  Charlie Quinn     

 

 

Conclusion 

We have thoroughly enjoyed our year and we thank all the members for the honour of serving as your 

Captains in 2018. We also thank you for your fantastic support and friendship throughout the year. 

Our teams represented the Club with great passion and energy but unfortunately, we did not win any 

pennants this year. We were however hugely proud of the dedication and commitment shown by 

everyone who represented the Club. The highlight was undoubtedly our Mixed Foursomes team 

reaching the Leinster Final only to lose by the narrowest of margins to Craddockstown. 

Our ladies’ teams did not enjoy as much success as we had hoped for in 2018. However, Castle 

ladies’ teams gave a very creditable account of themselves in all competitions entered. In recent years 

we have won a number of District and Irish titles and we have high hopes for 2019. Good luck Carina 

in your endeavours to win blue and green pennants. 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to all the players, team managers and team coordinators for 

all the time and dedication given this year. We really appreciate it.  We would also like to extend a very 

big thank you to Castle members who always turn out in great numbers to support the teams both 

home and away. 

Castle is a truly wonderful club to be a member of. The quality of our course, the competitiveness of 

our teams, and the vibrancy of our social scene - once again superbly organised by our Social 

Committee – are the key elements which make it so special.  To everyone who has given of their time 

and energy to help run our club, from those elected to committees to those who serve in unelected 

roles, thank you sincerely for your contribution. Castle golf club would not be the great club it is without 

you.  
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In addition, Castle would not be the club it is without the fantastic work done by our dedicated and 

professional staff - both inside and outside the clubhouse – who provide such a warm welcome to 

members and visitors alike. We extend to you the thanks of all members of Castle golf club.  

Finally, we want to thank Carina Staunton and Joe O’Hare for the great support and friendship they 

have given us throughout the year and we wish them well in 2019.  

 
 

 


