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Introduction  
 

This report contains a review of the Club’s activities for the year ended 31st October 2019. 
 
While we have tried to capture as many of the key events and activities as possible the sheer scale of 
undertakings means that some may have been overlooked. Please be assured that this was not 
intentional. 
 
Members - In this report we have kept all “Thank You’s” to a minimum as there are so many of you 
involved in different aspects of running the club - from teams (players, caddies, managers & 
backroom), committees, event management and daily logistics – that it is impossible to include 
everyone and we run the risk of missing out people. If you are involved in any of these activities 
please be assured that your involvement, commitment and dedication is very much appreciated and it 
makes Castle Golf Club such a wonderful place to be a member. 
 
We hope the Annual Report captures the essence of what makes Castle Golf Club so special. 
 
 

Obituary 

 
It is with deep regret that we record the deaths of the following members over the past year: 
 
Rory Barnes, Dympna Bevan, David Byrne, John Cunningham, Tom Culleton, Eamon Gallagher,  
Paul Gleeson, Pat Jackson, Jo Kane, Aidan Lernihan, Ann O’Hare, Pam Miller, Jim Power, Derek 
Sheppard, Jack Tucker, Denis Yendole, 
 
We extend our sincere sympathies to their families. 
 

Chairmans Report – Eamonn Duggan  

I hope you can agree that 2019 was a good vintage for the Club: nature was kind, growth was 

plentiful, talent bore fruit, and we tasted success at the highest level.  We have so many reasons to be 

proud of our club, our course, our members and our staff as we reflect on a memorable and enjoyable 

year gone by. It was not completely without its challenges, as I will discuss below, but with the 

goodwill and cooperation of members, our issues were eased as far as practicable and with the 

promise of further improvements to come.   

After the difficult weather conditions experienced last year, 2019 was much more benign year with 

rainfall levels slightly higher than average helping to restore the moisture levels in the soil. We 

undertook two phases of ‘over-seeding’ with drought resistant grasses and this work has paid 

dividends with the fairways and rough now effectively recovered. Earlier in the season the ‘cut-heights’ 

for both the rough and fairways were set a little higher than normal as a precautionary measure 

against potential adverse weather conditions. Normal ‘cut-heights’ were restored mid-way through the 

season. While the work done over the last twelve months will ensure that our course is in a better 

position to withstand extended rough periods, in parallel we have progressed the development of a full 

irrigation system, obtaining fully developed designs and quotations from two companies. However, at 

this time we believe it is important to pause for a moment to consider the options available to us. 

Detail on these options will be presented at the AGM in December.  
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During the year the Board appointed a sub-committee to review the Club Strategic Plan and to 

determine if revisions were necessary. This review confirmed that our current Plan is still broadly 

pertinent but needing fresh attention on some key items. 

The final phase of our IT upgrade was completed this year with the launch of the new web site. All our 

systems are now integrated with the exception of BRS (tee time booking system) which helps to 

simplify the administration of the Club and allows easier communication with members.  The new web 

site has much better security features and is fully compliant with the new personal data management 

requirements.  However, the latter means that members must set up individual accounts and consent 

to the use of their personal details before they can be displayed.  It is possible to restrict the specific 

details that are visible to other members.  While the majority of members have set up their accounts, 

some members have yet to do so. If you require assistance with this process, just drop into the Office 

and someone will assist you.  In parallel with this latest change, the mobile app has also been updated 

to ensure that the links to BRS and competition results (Handicap Master) are correct.  The app has a 

‘notification’ function which we intend to use to communicate with members to a much greater extent 

in the future. 

The Board recognises that securing a playing slot on the Saturday Competition Timesheet was a 

frustration for many members over the summer and without doubt there has been increased pressure 

on the timesheet.  This pressure has arisen from a number of sources: increasing the time interval 

from 8 to 9 minutes (done to manage ‘pace of play’ issues); and increased participation by both Full 

and Intermediate Members.  Detailed research was done to identify the specific competition types and 

times when pressure was greatest, and then a number of targeted changes were trialled to address 

this pressure.  As we develop the ‘competition diary’ for 2020, and drawing upon the experience 

gained from the trials carried out over the summer, we will continue to explore ways to manage these 

issues, including running a select number of over-flow competitions, limiting playing times for 

Intermediates Members and adjusting the time interval between lines for specific competitions.  The 

Board is aware and sensitive to the discontent amongst Full Members and continues to give this issue 

its highest priority. 

Turning to membership now, Castle is almost unique in that every year the number of new member 

applications greatly exceeds the number of vacancies.  This is a fortunate position for us and is 

testament to the quality of course and facilities that we offer.  During the recent recession the number 

of vacancies available was much higher than historically, ranging from low to high 20’s, but in recent 

years the number of vacancies has dropped significantly and the Board believes that this will be the 

norm for the immediate future. In parallel with the forecasted drop in vacancies, we are seeing 

increased demand for the available places due to additional Pavilion Members, a small number of 

Overseas Members returning to Ireland and seeking to re-join, and increased number of Intermediates 

seeking election. This clearly has a number of consequences – there will be a lot more disappointed 

people at the time of the election and our Entrance Fee income will reduce.  

In response to this changing circumstance, and recognising that there is surplus playing capacity on 

the Tuesday timesheet, the option of increasing the number of Six Day Members is proposed. A 

motion will be brought to the AGM in December to increase the current combined Full and Six-day 

Membership limit from 700 to 725 allowing an additional 25 Six-day Members to be elected.  The 

proposal is not simply to immediately elect an extra 25 members, but to do so over a 4 – 5year period 

as a counter-measure to the forecasted reduction in vacancies and declining Entrance Fee income.  

The income that has been generated from Entrance Fees over the last few years has been substantial 

and has allowed us to minimise the increases in the annual subscription. This Entrance Fee income 
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has also allowed us to undertake some significant capital developments to the course and the 

clubhouse. However there remains a number of items that need attention on the course and 

clubhouse. While not involving major capital expenditure, they need to be addressed if we are to 

maintain the standards we have set for ourselves. Funding for these small projects needs to be 

factored into the overall changing financial landscape. 

I will step down as Chair at the end of the year having served my three year term and I would like to 
take this opportunity to offer heartfelt thanks to my fellow Board Members and all the Members for 
their support and assistance over that time.  I would especially like to thank those involved in our 
various committees, many working behind the scenes, for it is their tireless contributions that make 
Castle the great club that it is. 

 

Golf In Ireland  
 

2019 was an interesting year for golf in Ireland - 

• The vote for the One Governing body was passed in favour of proceeding to the new entity – 

Golf Ireland.  The vote was overwhelmingly in support of the motion – with the ILGU at 100% 

and the GUI at 94%.  It will mean the game of golf in Ireland will now have an all-inclusive 

governing body and it is scheduled to be in place in 2021 

 

• The R&A and USGA introduced new rules in January 2019.  These changes were initiated to 

ensure the Rules were easier to understand, to make the game more enjoyable and improve 

the pace of play.   

 

 

GUI Report – Diarmuid McAuliffe 
 
We started the golfing season with the winter league. This year we combined the men’s and ladies’ 

teams and it was a huge success. We had a theme of Italia ‘90 and each team was named after an 

Italian city. This culminated in an Italian evening which saw 170 people partake of the celebrations that 

evening. The winning team was the Romans led by Hilary Haydon and Martha Jones. Didn’t they just 

look ridiculous… I mean victorious! It was a great night and enjoyed by everyone who took part. 

At this point I would like to mention our major winners and match-play winners: 

Captains Prize Winner   Morgan Mullarney  
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President Prize   Shane Daly                                  

 

 

Bailey Cup  Karl Devenney      

 

                       

Patrick’s Cup   Paul Coleman                                    

 

 

We had a great finals day on Sunday 15th September 

 

Club Championship 

Peter McKeever capped off a great year for him personally by becoming our Club Champion.  Peter 

was a worthy Champion overcoming Jake Kinsella in a hard fought final  
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Golfer of the Year 

Golfer of the year was a very close fought contest. Our leader from early on, Jack Olin, was pipped by 

a point in the last few weeks by our worthy winner Paul Coleman. Paul featured in the winner’s 

enclosure several times during the year and we congratulate him for a wonderful season. 

Other notable prize winners during the year were 

Committee Cup                 Hilary Haydon 

Medal Final                        Diarmuid McAuliffe 

Millennium trophy              Robert Cullen 

Willie Holley                            James O`Connor 

Alexander Cup                  Gerry Dunne 

Lady Capt Prize to men         Paul O`Doherty 

Vice Captains                 Stephen Graham  

We had 4 prize giving nights during the year and these were quite well attended. I would encourage 

those of you who are successful next year to make an effort to collect your prize on the night. A lot of 

effort goes in to phoning people to attend so it is appreciated if you turn up. 

Paul McGinley RYDER CUP 

This year the Ryder cup was won by Grange. Unfortunately, there was a mix up on diary dates and it 

wasn’t played on the appointed date. It was subsequently played on the Sunday after the Captains 

dinner and due to the late night had by most of our team we lost narrowly. 

 
GUI Teams – Brendan Walsh Jnr 
 
2019 was a busy year yet again for Castle GUI teams, with 16 teams participating in All Ireland, 
Leinster and local interclub competitions. After much winter preparation including a testing winter 
league pre-season, the real work started in March with the All Ireland Fourball, Fred Daly and the All 
Ireland Mixed Foursomes winning their first-round matches.  
 
This winning trend continued into April with the Fred Perry, Barton Cup, Duggan Cup and JB Carr also 
winning their respective first round matches and the All Ireland Fourball, Mixed Foursomes and Fred 
Daly all making it through to their respective round 3. 
 
Castle were on a roll. 
 
May brought mixed fortune with the highly fancied Pierce Purcell team failing to qualify on a tough day 
in Charlesland while the Fourball, Fred Perry, Mixed Foursomes & Barton kept going strong with all 
team reaching round 4.  
 
May also saw the end of the young guns in the Fred Daly and an early exit for the Metro & Straffan 
Cup sides. Meanwhile the Bloomers got off to a strong start against Stackstown and the Super 
Seniors bounced back after a shaky start to win their 2nd leg against Slade Valley. 
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May also saw our senior players emerge as leading qualifiers in the Barton Shield in Rathfarnham. 
They beat Grange in round 1 and then retire prematurely with a loss to Dun Laoghaire in round 2. A 
tough day at the office.  
 
June also brought highs and lows with the senior team qualifying strongly in Grange in the Senior Cup 
and progressing to the Leinster Finals with a good win over Dun Laoghaire (revenge), while the Jimmy 
Bruen and Junior Cup sides both came up short in their respective qualifiers. 
 
Also, in June, the All Ireland Fourball and Fred Perry bowed out in their 4th round ties, the Barton Cup 
team reached a Leinster Quarter Final by beating Dun Laoghaire while the Bloom Cup team won away 
to Foxrock to reach the semi-final.  
 
And finally, but by no means forgotten, the Mixed Foursomes team made further progress with a very 
impressive win against Killiney and then again against Old Conna to make it 5 from 5. People were 
starting to take notice. 
 
July was a relatively quiet and sombre month with the Barton Cup team losing to Wexford in the 
Leinster quarter final and the Bloom Cup losing on the 19th against Killiney in their semi-final clash. 
 
August was a month to forget for the Senior Cup team as they went down against The Island in the 
Leinster Quarter Final, but the All Ireland Mixed Foursomes team had an amazing weekend on August 
4th with a 5-0 Leinster semi-final win against Waterford and a breath-taking win in the Leinster final 
against Ashbourne. 
 
A Leinster Pennant for Castle and an All-Ireland Mixed Foursomes weekend to savour in Castletroy on 
September 6th / 7th.  And what a weekend.  
 
The All Ireland Mixed Foursomes team led by team managers Siobhan McCarthy and Fergal Walsh 
went to Castletroy and came home victorious with an All-Ireland Pennant. The team beat Fota Island 
on Friday 6th 3.5-1.5 and then won 4-1 against Ardglass in the final. 
 
The Irish Mixed Foursomes is now in its 40th year as Ireland’s only Mixed event at adult level. Entries 
exceed 325 clubs each year and almost 8,000 men and women are involved.  The interclub season is 
now behind us but planning has already commenced for the 2020 season.  
 
 
Outside the Club 
 

   
 

Peter McKeever won his first senior title, he picked up a hard-fought win at Portumna golf club in the 
Connacht Stroke Play Championship. 
 
Alan Lowry and Robert Moran came first and second respectively in Grange GC Scratch Cup played 
in June. 
 
Robert Moran retained his place on the Leinster Interprovincial Team, who went on to win the title. 
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ILGU Report – Paula Dineen     

 

The Ladies Committee supports 9 hole qualifying competitions and encourages members to 

participate. 9 hole golf enables members to play competitive golf, maintain their handicap and stay 

involved in the club.   

 

The 9 hole qualifier competition timesheet was expanded to include early morning slots from June to 

August.  The early morning and evening 9 holes are the same competition. 

 

The ILGU approved a new 9 Hole qualifying course for Castle – the ‘Senior Course’.  This 9 hole 

course comprises 7 holes off the Red Markers and 2 holes off the Yellow markers (Holes 7 & 8). This 

9 hole qualifying competition is allotted tee times on Tuesdays in the early afternoon.  

 
ILGU CASTLE COMPETITIONS 

The competition calendar was exciting and well supported in 2019 with some great achievements for 

both individual and team events.   

Results for all club competitions for 2019 are listed on the Castle GC website and we encourage all 

members to use the new website for results, matchplay draws and communication. 

MAJOR WINNERS 

Lady Captains’ (Carina Staunton) Prize Anne Thornton 

President’s (Martin Keane) Prize Niamh Leonard 

Captains’ (Joe O’Hare) Prize to Ladies Sarah Harkin 
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MEDAL WINNERS 

Monthly Medal 
Winners 

Class 1 Class 2 Class 3 

      

  March Carmel Gleeson Geraldine Fogarty Eithne Kerr 

  April Carmel Gleeson Peggy Sheehan Marie Comer 

  May Lorraine Crighton Veronica Donohoe Sally Lynch 

  July Lyndsay Glennon Geraldine Fogarty Louise O’Connor 

  September Fidelma Casey Peggy Sheehan Betty Bourke 

Medal Final Winners Class 1 Class 2 Class 2 

 Lorraine Crighton Peggy Sheehan Marie Comer 

 

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP  

2019 Finals Day on Sunday 15th September saw a very exciting line-up with both Club Champion Kate 

Gallagher and Marie O’Brien qualifying for 2 matchplay finals.  Congratulations to all on reaching the 

Final and then having to do battle in very inclement weather.  

GOLFER OF THE YEAR 

Suzanne Elliot  

Charity Day Competitions 

Castle Golf Club continues to be an avid supporter of charities in addition to Vice Captains Charity 

Day the Castle Ladies contributed to the following charities during 2019. 

 

3T’s Charity Turn the Tide of Suicide 

Granard NCBI supporting people with sight loss 

Pink Day Breast Cancer Research 

Glen Abbey Trophy SVDP, Dundrum (In memory of Rory Barnes) 
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Card Duty Volunteers 

A special thank you to all lady members who volunteered to do Card Duty for all ILGU competitions, 

Invitations, Opens and Charity days.  Their skills and efforts ensure our competitions run smoothly.  

EVENTS 

Castle Ladies Opens 

2019 saw the introduction of Ladies Opens. The Opens are 18 hole Single Stableford Competitions.  

There were six Opens scheduled between January to March and October to December. They were a 

great success and well supported by both Castle members and Visitors. 

Stephanie Meadows LPGA Tour Pro & Olympian visits Castle 

Castle members had the privilege of meeting Stephanie Meadow on Tuesday 17th September.  

Stephanie’s visit included a fun morning on the course while the ladies played a Mexican Scramble 

Team Event.  This was followed by lunch and two very informative golf clinics; one for Ladies and 

another for Junior members.  That evening Sinead Heraty hosted an informal talk and directed a Q&A 

session at which all members were given an insight into the world of a professional golfer.   

 

This was a unique opportunity and was well supported and enjoyed by the ladies and men. 

 
Lady Captain’s Away Day  
 
This was unfortunately cancelled due to very inclement weather.  However, over 40 Ladies enjoyed a 
thoroughly delicious meal (along with a few Vino Tinto’s), great chat, very funny stories and great 
company in Bellagio’s Restaurant in Terenure. 
 
Evening with Aoife Dunican, Personal Stylist & Blogger 
 
Aoife had all the ladies transfixed with her tips and tricks of how to transform with colour and style.  
Lorna Hood won the competition for a personal style consultancy with Aoife and Ger Moran was a 
model on the night. 
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Cultural Tour on 23rd October 
 
A great day was had as 35 ladies headed off on a “mystery tour of Dublin”, Marie Fitzpatrick was tour 
guide for the morning as she delighted the ladies with the history of some of Dublin’s most famous 
buildings.  One of the highlights was a tour of 14 Henrietta Street, where the rooms of the former 
tenement block has been transformed into virtual time capsules of the 20th century.  The tour was then 
finished with a tasty lunch in the National Library. 
 
We thank our Lady Captain Carina for a wonderful year of golf and events and we wish our incoming 
Captain Jane all the best for 2020. 
 
 
 
ILGU Teams – Eleanor Fitzgerald  

A great big ‘Thank You’ to all those Ladies who supported the Inter Club Teams’ matches again this 
year whether it was as a player, a manager, a caddie or a supporter. 

We had 68 Ladies sign up to the Teams Panel, and 24 signed up as managers, all of whom put in a 
great deal of time, commitment and fortitude in some very wet weather. 

Practice started early in the season with players spending much of their ‘Housework’ time in the Valley 
and on the putting green – those putting drills paid off! 
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Our Challenge Cup team reached the East Leinster semi-finals only to be narrowly beaten by 
Blackbush on the day. Well done Ladies – you were magic. 

Our Irish Mixed Foursomes won the All Ireland title by beating Fota Island in the semi-final on Friday 
and then rising again to beat Ardglass 4/1 in the final on the 7th of May in Castletroy.  

It was a long and tough campaign with Castle winning the East Leinster pennant by beating Waterford 
4/1 in Delgany on Sunday 4th of August and then coming back to beat Ashbourne 4/1 in the afternoon. 

Our Ladies played a blinder, they showed such commitment and resilience that the win was well 
deserved – not least for putting up with the banter about their ‘Toy Boys’! 

A special thanks to the team managers Fergal Walsh and Siobhan McCarthy – what can I say? You 
fostered a great sense of fun and team spirit and in the end, you won – thank you! 

Here’s looking forward the next years Inter Club matches. 

 

Junior Golf – Arthur McEvoy  

2019 was another good year for Junior Golf in Castle.  The Juniors’ season revolves around the 

Monday & Wednesday competitions during the summer and through particular holidays with boys and 

girls of numerous ages playing off various tees.  This year we achieved another substantial increase in 

girls competing thanks to the winter programme of coaching and participation.  We also have a healthy 

number of mostly younger and up and coming golfers playing in the Valley.  A huge thank you to 

Deirdre Hoey, and Catriona Pender in the valley and Fiona Neary, Kara Shepard and all the helpers 

who were there every Monday and Wednesday morning, bright and early to ensure all the Juniors got 

out on time with cards and pencils in hand.  Thanks to all the parents who helped out on the red and 

yellow tees throughout the summer, your support is always welcome; we can never have too many 

parents involved and we do find that the children of parents who get involved have greater 

commitment and enjoy golf more.  The support of parents is very much appreciated by the club. 

Generally, the competitions on the golf course were singles competitions, but we also ran a few mixed 

scrambles which helped the Juniors socialise better.  In the Valley all of those not yet qualified for the 

full course got weekly coaching in July and August from our Club Pro Colin Clancy and his assistant 

Richard Bridges.   

Once again, at the end of the season finale (O’Meara Cup/Walsh Trophy) we ran a fun day with a 

mixture of activities for the kids including a bouncy castle and falcon display.  It was a super way to 

finish off a great season and thanks again to all the committee and parents who helped out on the day. 

                         



Castle Golf Club Annual Report 2018/2019                                                                                             13 | 
P a g e  

 

Also, well done to both our Junior Captains, Aoife Leavy and Thomas Harte for having a great year 

and for all their help with the Junior Committee. 

Girls Section 

One of the main goals of the Junior Committee is to grow girls’ golf in the Club, not only from a 

participation point of view but also from an improvement in quality.  There are lots of positives in girls’ 

golf in Castle and things are moving in the right direction.  This improvement has been facilitated 

through initiatives from the Junior Committee, with special thanks to Cathriona Horgan.  For example, 

during the off-season months a mix of girls from different age groups met up every Sunday 

afternoon/evening to play 9 holes, supervised by adults.  In addition, Colin Clancy’s Development 

coaching plan for Girls and Boys ran through the winter, with girls taking advantage of this and getting 

regular coaching in Castle.  The intention is to improve and enhance this Development Plan in off-

season 2020/2021.  The Development Coaching Plan is the key to the future success of Junior Girls 

golf.  We owe a debt of thanks to Cathriona Horgan and Deidre Hoey who put a huge amount of time 

and effort into the girls’ section.  Their commitment is the main reason we have seen growth in girls’ 

golf over the last few years, alongside Colin’s coaching. 

Girls Successes of the Year 

The Captain’s prize was won by Anna Hoey. The Girls Matchplay was won by Aoife Leavy with Amelia 

Walsh as runner up and Golfer of the Year was won by Ellen Smyth.  Our girls outperformed our boys 

in the Elm Park Trophy again this year.  We are proud to say that the Castle Girls represented the club 

successfully in tournaments in Leinster and throughout the country. 

      

 

The boys’ representation on the men’s teams over the years has greatly contributed to success of the 

senior club teams and the boy’s development.  We hope that this will follow through in the girls’ 

section, encouraged by the ILGU in the coming years. 

Handicap Reductions 

In the girls’ section we had some impressive reductions for 2019. 
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Under 19s Interclub Matchplay 

The biggest tournament of girls’ golf in the ILGU calendar, this competition took place this year over a 

two-day qualifier in August in Tulfarris Golf Club.  Well done to Ellen, Katie and Zoe.  It was super 

watching and many thanks to all the support in Tulfarris for our Castle Team. 

 

Pictured are Zoe Dunne, Ellen Smyth and Katie Dunne 

Boys Section 

The boys section had a good year with lots of activity and success in individual competitions.  We saw 

lots of boys playing every Monday and Wednesday with all enjoying their golf and making great 

friends.  From a team perspective it was a mixed year for Boys, but hopefully we can improve next 

year.  The Fred Daly (Senior Cup for Boys) were narrowly beaten in round 4 by Baltinglass.  The 

Under 15 Boys team lost in the 4th round to Greystones, all boys put in a huge performance at home to 

only lose narrowly on the 19th hole.  The players all performed admirably but unfortunately after recent 

successes in this competition it was disappointing for the lads to be knocked out.  We have learned a 

lot over the few years and we will be working with the lads to make the most of their talents to create a 

stronger team for the coming years.  Again, Colin’s Junior Development Coaching Plan is key to this 

future improvement. 

Well done to Charlie Quinn who was selected to play on the Leinster U14 Team.   
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Fred Daly 2019  

A young Fred Daly team performed very well in 2019.  A talented and committed squad made up of 

Gavin Herlihy, Sean Benton, Alex Bolger, Sam Dunne, Alan Moran, Dylan Smyth, Thomas Harte, 

James Quinn and Charlie Quinn.  At home we had Hugh Moran winning Golfer of the Year after a 

fantastic season.   

Teams 

Congratulations to the winning Dick Walsh Team manged by Garry Flood and Siobhan O’Connor. It 

was our first win in many years.  To the Elm Park Trophy Team who performed extremely well over the 

summer - many thanks to Cathal O’Leary and Paula Leavy who constantly rotated the squad allowing 

as many Juniors as possible to experience competitive golf.  To the Fred Daly Team who got to the 

last 16 of the Leinster Section, manged by Tom and Tommy Smyth.  To the U15s who got to the last 

8, managed by Stephen Finlan.  To the Girls U19’s who played in Tulfarris, managed by Anne 

Thornton and Joanne Smyth.  To the Irish Boys Inter-Club Team who qualified for the Leinster finals 

and finished 4th overall. 

Huge thanks to the committee, volunteers, office staff and in particular Billy Johns, Francis, Josh and 

Philip for their help, understanding and support of our Junior Members. 

 

59th All-Ireland Father & Son – Lee Healion 

The 2019 All Ireland Father & Son, sponsored by Dawson Jewellers proved to be one of the highlights 
of the golfing year at Castle Golf Club. 
 
The Club played host to over 450 competitors and representatives from 90 clubs around Ireland as 
they first thread their way through stroke play qualifying and the challenge of matchplay golf. 
The weather brought plenty of sunshine with the scoring was pretty hot too as net scores of 77 on both 
Saturday and Sunday made it through to the matchplay phase.  
 

Best Gross:  Jim & Conor Pender     74 Gross 
Best Net:  Shane & Peter Duignan (Powerscourt) 68.5 Net 
Best Castle:  David & Hugh Moran (Castle)   68 Net  

 
The Highlight of Monday’s matches resulted in Jim & Dara Mulready (Castle) taking 2018’s losing 
finalists to the 20th hole before Vincent & Lloyd O'Rourke (Naas) won out – a match that was noted for 
the terrific golf played by young debutant Dara Mulready at 12 years of age - a golf star in the making. 
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Tuesday brought the end to the fairy tale that Joe O'Hare and his son Simon (Castle) had dreamed 
for, in his year of Captaincy as the host club pairing went down to Brian and Sam Whitaker (Elm Park). 
 
On Wednesday the heavens opened with torrential rain pouring down over the course and flooding the 
greens. The Tournament Committee under the fine stewardship of Chairman Lee Healion were left 
with no choice and made the right decision to suspend play for the night. 
 
The Sun Gods returned on Thursday and the big match of the night involved two Castle pairings in the 
battle of Synge Street as Michael & Mark Bollard won through against former champions John & Scott 
Williams on the 18th hole. Similarly, Tony & Rory O'Shea (Elm Park) produced a sparkling display of 
golf as they knocked out Peter & Bryan Greene (Holywood) - certain winners of the longest drive prize, 
travelling up and down from Belfast each day. 
 
The Father & Son matchplay continued on Friday and the large gathering of spectators enjoyed some 
excellent golf. Derek & John Maguire (Foxrock) advanced to the quarter finals after winning on the 
19th in a keenly fought match with Allen & Sean Holmes (Edmondstown). 
 
Eamon & Gary O'Doherty (Castle) won the match of the night when they emerged victorious on the 
20th hole. At the end of play there were now six different clubs represented in the quarter finals with 
two pairings from Foxrock and Castle hoping for glory 
 
Quarter Finals day on Saturday produced more thrilling golf as each pairing vied for a semi-final place. 
European Tour Player Shane Lowry dropped in on Saturday to spend time on the practice ground - 
little did we all know at the time, but within the week he would be holding the famous Claret Jug. 
Practice certainly does make perfect! 
 
Castle’s interest in this year’s event fizzled out when the O’Doherty’s were beaten on 18 by Peter & 
Graham O'Connor (Foxrock) while the Bollards bowed out to Kevin & Matthew Commins 
(Coverhill/Ardee) in a strongly contested match. Paul & Harry Bradshaw from Donabate/Portmarnock 
made the semi finals after overcoming Derek & John Maguire (Foxrock)) while Jonathan & Robert 
Ruttledge (Stackstown) booked their place following a closely fought match Tony & Rory O'Shea (Elm 
Park). 
 
An early wake up call for Sunday morning and little sleep for the semi finalists. 
Kevin & Matthew Commins from Cloverhill/Ardee went into an early lead playing Peter & Graham 
O'Connor from Foxrock going three up and while the O’Connor’s tried to launch a comeback a winning 
putt on 17 put the Commins into the final.  
 
The second match saw Paul & Harry Bradshaw from Donabate/Portmarnock taking on Jonathan & 

Robert Ruttledge (Stackstown). It was nip and tuck all the way with never too much to separate the 

two sides until Jonathan Ruttledge holed a 35 foot putt on 12 to set up a win and then they followed it 

with a superb up and down on 13 to go 2 up. The Ruttledges held their nerve winning through to the 

final on the 17th. 
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Pictured: Captain Joe O’Hare with Winners Kevin & Matthew Commins and the Father & Son Trophy, watched on by Ken 
McDonagh of Dawson Jewellers (Sponsor). 

 
The 2019 All Ireland Father & Son final was greeted with a large crowd of spectators and glorious 
sunshine. Nip and tuck over the first few holes when Kevin & Matthew Commins won 7 & 8 to take a 
two-hole advantage. Jonathan & Robert Ruttledge (Stackstown) played well but lost 9 & 10 to go four 
down.  
 
The Ruttledge's tried hard to stem the tide through the loop only to lose the 13th, leaving the Commins 
dormy 5 up. The match ended between these two great families with the 14th hole halved, leaving the 
Commins winning the match. Kevin and Matthew Commins (Cloverhill/Ardee) were crowned 2019 All 
Ireland Father & Son Champions. 
 
Tributes were paid to all who played in the 2019 All Ireland Father & Son, to sponsors Ken & Fiona 
McDonough of Dawson Jewellers, Paul Fitzgerald and the greens staff, to all the Castle volunteers, 
the Artisans and the Juniors who helped out during the week, to John McCormack and all the Club 
staff, and to the Father & Son Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Castle Golf Club Annual Report 2018/2019                                                                                             18 | 
P a g e  

 

11th All Ireland Mother & Daughter – Vivienne Cosgrave  
 
The 11th All Ireland Mother & Daughter Foursomes Open competition was played in Castle Golf Club 
on Monday 19th August. 
  
Once again Medipharm was our generous sponsor.  All competitors were delighted with the super 
goody bags which were packed with creams and hair products from MediPharm 
  
We had a large number of new competitors this year which was wonderful, in addition to welcoming 
back many of our regulars.   
  
The winners this year with a wonderful score of 38 points were Castle's Cathriona Horgan and Zoe 
Flood.  

 

 

 
1st: Cathriona Horgan (16) & Zoe Flood (33) 38pts (Castle) 
 
2nd: Lucy Donegan (16) & Lu Donegan (34) 35pts (back 9) (Hermitage/Carton House) 
 
3rd: Catherine Lenehan (20) & Sally Lenehan (6) 35pts (Castle) 
 
Front 9: Laura Byrne (32) & Joan Byrne (27) 18pts (last 6) (Newlands) 
 
Back 9: Claire Daly (21) & Clodagh Daly (36) 17pts (Castle) 
 
Course – Brendan Meaney   

In summary 2019 proved to be a year with much more favourable conditions that supported both an 

increase in the number of days the course was open for play, along with conditions that supported 

grass growth and recovery    

Key focus for the year was the continuation with required remedial action to restore the conditions of 

fairways following the 2018 extensive drought, along with the bedding down of the bunker program 

completed.  

Several smaller key projects were also completed including the reconstruction of the 7th & 13th Tees to 

USGA specification along with installation of a new artificial practice matt within the practice teeing 

ground.   
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All such activities coupled with the usual high standard of course maintenance and presentation were 

achieved with the background of a shortfall in staff numbers and staff changes driven by a change in 

the employment market conditions   

Key activities:  

Fairways: Key activities  

➢ Maintained height of fairways to allow for re-established grass growth and increased general 

fertility 

➢ Over seeded with desirable grass species 

➢ Closely monitor sand topdressing applications 

➢ Tree root pruning on fairway perimeters completed with great success   

➢ Enhanced aeration practices including slit tine, shock wave and verti-drain 

➢ Application of wetting agents during summer months. 

Overall there has been a significant improvement in the quality of fairways in 2019  

14th Fairway Summer 2018 

 

14th Fairway Summer 2019 following remedial works  
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Tee Boxes Improvements: USGA Tees: 

Reconstruction of 7th & 13th tees to USGA specification following on from previous tee reconstructions.                                                                            

➢ Key objectives achieved of levelling teeing ground and improved drainage characteristics. 

➢ Re alignment of key box to greens  

➢ Further Tee box reconstruction to continue within annual capital expenditure budget 

programmes  

➢ Priority to 18th ,5th 6th 11th 12th tee boxes 

 

13th Tee Box Following reconstruction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7Th Tee Box Following reconstruction  
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Practice area Enhancements  

A further up-grade to our practice facilities has been completed to include a new 10 X 2 metre practice 

tee matt along with a 2 X 2 metre in front of the new swing room. 

 

Bunkers: 

➢ Settlement through time following development 

➢ Whacking to enhance settlement completed in the earlier part of the year 

➢ Reconstruction of the Bunker on the left-hand side of the 12th Green to provide easier 

accesses into and from the bunker   

➢ Bunkers require significant maintenance from course staff which included  

manual raking/weeding/edging 

➢ Regular manual sand distribution where displacement occurs. 

➢ Top-Up when necessary to affect an even sand distribution throughout   

➢ Regular animal damage repairs completed  

➢ Good golfer etiquette remains key to support significant course staff maintenance program.  

Green & Tree Management  

➢ With several pesticide chemicals been withdrawn from market place in recent years as part of 

EU law, management of our Green have become more challenging with emerging issues to be 

managed including disease prevention such as Fusarium & Anthracnose 

➢ To support a more long term strategic plan in regards to Tree management a Tree Survey 

completed by an independent Tree arborist was completed. The survey was carried out around 

the boundary trees of the course  

➢ 5 year tree management plan to protect our boundaries going forward is in development 

including tree planting to create future stock through-out the course. 

➢ Planting includes native trees both deciduous & evergreen. 
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Social – Leo Norris   

Sunday October – Halloween Party 

This was a sell-out lunch with great entertainment provided by “Genie Mackers” and guest 

appearances from Shrek, Batman, the Joker and a pink haired witch. Thanks to social committee 

members, the 2018 Lady Captain Lorraine and Gabriel McGloin for adding to the fun. Again, the night 

ended with a fantastic fireworks display; thanks to Billy and the fireworks team. 

   

 

Sunday 2nd/9th December - Santa Party        

As always, these lunches are hugely popular with members, family and guests. Santa flew in on his 

sleigh to great applause and song from the cheering kids in attendance who were then treated to the 

magic lift to Santa’s Grotto. Big thank you to John, Ross, Maria, Fiona, Graham, Adriana, the elves 

and all volunteers. 

 

 
Saturday 15th December - Christmas Dinner                 

Kathy Nugent delivered an excellent night’s entertainment to members enjoying a wonderful 

Christmas dinner. 

 
 

Saturday 26th January - Spanish Tapas Night  

This was the first themed Saturday dinner of the year and proved to be a great success. Large 

numbers attended, enjoying stunning Spanish cuisine, with a wide variety of high-quality dishes to 
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choose from. A background of beautiful Spanish music from the talented Jiro added to make it a 

wonderful Mediterranean evening.  

Friday 1st February - Alan Quinlan 

We kickstarted February with a full house for the Alan Quinlan lunch. There was a great atmosphere 

and the food was super. Leo Norris hosted the conversation and Alan warmed the crowd up with a 

good ribbing of a well deserving club member!! Self-proclaimed talker for Ireland, Alan kept the crowd 

entertained on his time playing for Munster and Ireland including his short fuse on the pitch! Huge 

thanks to Graham Walsh, the Captains, the social committee, members and guests for contributing to 

make this a great afternoon.  

 

Saturday 16th February - Winter League Presentation Night – Italian Themed Meal 

The Winter League grand finale was held on Saturday 16th with an Italian theme. We went all out for 

the evening with fabulous Italian food, Italian flags, colours and very creative costume interpretations 

within the teams themselves. The Roman gods took home the win, but the white flags waved them off 

the stage before the speeches threatened to go on too long. A gaggle of gondoliers from Venice! 

There was a great speech from Keara Curran and everyone enjoyed our Italian singer who had the 

crowd up dancing, adding to the success of the night. The evening culminated in some early morning 

revellers getting into the Italian spirit...who won’t be named and shamed!!  

 

 

Thursday 21st February- Memorial Service 

This is a very special tradition at Castle where members and guests gather to remember those who 
have deceased during the year. A beautiful memorial service was delivered by Canon Adrienne 
Galligan and Canon Martin Cosgrove.   A big thank you to Maria and her ever talented choir on the 
night. 
 
Saturday 2nd March - Saturday Dinner – Indian Themed Meal 

Another fantastic themed Saturday evening dinner was enjoyed by large numbers who savoured the 

Indian delights served by the wonderful Peaches, Nikki, Lex and all the great catering team.  
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Thursday 14th March - Thursday Talk with Gerry Fleming 

The Thursday Talks continue to be a favourite of Castle members and Gerry Fleming’s visit to Castle 

proved to be no exception. The large numbers in attendance were eloquently taught the numerous 

factors that drive our ever-changing weather and golf conditions. A myriad of questions and unknowns 

about our climate were solved on the night. A big thank you to Gerry for being so generous with his 

time and to his neighbour Eamonn Duggan. 

Friday 22nd March - Lunar Golf 

Castle members were treated to the unique experience of playing their course down runway lit 

fairways, highlighted greens and neon circled bunkers. Golfers got to enjoy the excitement of seeing 

their illuminated golf ball fly through the night sky only to find that retrieving it again proved to be much 

easier than their usual day-time golf; even if they did have a cocktail onboard!! A big thank you to the 

Captains, the social committee and Karl Ward. 

 

 

Tuesday 26th March - Cookery Demo 

Domini and Peaches Kemp delivered a wonderful cookery demonstration evening to lady members in 

late March.  It was a hugely popular event which was attended by over a hundred ladies.  The ladies 

were shown how to create a selection of delicious dishes and then the floor was opened to a 

questions and answers session.  After the demonstration was over everyone was treated to the dishes 

that they had been shown how to make. 
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Saturday 6th April – French Themed Dinner 

This was the third themed Saturday dinner of the year and proved to be a great success. Large 

numbers attended, enjoying a variety of delicious French dishes until their bellies were full. A big thank 

you to all in the restaurant. 

Saturday 11th May – Heineken Champions Cup Final 

A large group of members turned up in blue to watch Leinster on the big screen in their quest to be 

champions of Europe for a 4th time. Those wearing red were turned away!! Unfortunately, Saracens 

proved too strong on the day for the Leinster Lions but it didn’t stop all having a great time enjoying 

the wonderful food and drink served by the bar and restaurant. Thanks, as always to the great staff 

and to William McAuliffe. 

Thursday 16th May - Thursday Talk - Rathfarnham Castle Talk & Walkabout 

Over 60 members were treated to an insightful Thursday Talk about Rathfarnham Castle, the 

surrounding landscape and its connection to Castle Golf Club by Dr Owen O'Flynn, Curator at 

Rathfarnham Castle and Joe Hogan (Castle member). 

Owen spoke of the history of the Elizabethan period Castle, its architecture, paintings, the Loftus 

family and local maps.  Joe presented an extensive look at documents collated by Castle member the 

late Peter O'Connor. His presentation included a description of many of the Folly buildings that still 

remain on our course. There were several questions from an engaged audience and Owen extended 

an invitation to Castle members for a free guided tour of Rathfarnham Castle in the near future. 

Saturday 18th May – President’s Night 

A large crowd enjoyed a great night of fantastic food from the restaurant and great musical 
entertainment from the band Full Circle. A big thank you to the President, the restaurant & bar staff, 
the social committee and Carol Hanna. 
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Saturday 24th August - Captain’s Garden Party 

An excellent Captain’s Week kicked off with large numbers attending the Captain’s Garden Party on 

Saturday night. Members enjoyed complimentary cocktails beside the 18th green to the back-drop of 

singer & guitarist Donal Branagan.  All were then invited in from the evening chill and brought through 

the top 30 golfers list by the hilarious Barry Murphy; aka Gunther. Members were again treated to 

more great music from Donal and all had a fantastic evening full of laughter, music, cocktails and fun. 

Thank you to the Captain, Carol, Bernie, Graham and the social committee. 

 

Saturday 31st August - Summer BBQ 

The dancefloor was packed and hopping to the great sound of Blush. Long-time family member, 

Morgan Mullarney, was a very successful winner in what proved to be a very tight Saturday finish. A 

great night was had by all with fantastic food from the catering team along with great drinks and 

service from our ever-smiling bar staff.  

Saturday 5th October - Captain’s Dinner 

Guests and members alike witnessed endless sporting celebrities appear before their eyes as Leo 

Parkinson interviewed the highly talented comedian and impersonator Al Foran. A big thank you to 

Graham Walsh for tracking down Al, who brought the audience to rapturous laughter on the night. 
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Saturday 9th November – Lady Captains Dinner  

Guests and Lady Members enjoyed a sumptuous meal followed by a fantastic Show organised by VC 

Jane Neill. The Show was written and produced by Anne Hogarty who was ably assisted by Bernie 

Murray and Philip Murphy.  A big thank you to the Cast which included the ladies committee and to 

everyone involved in the lead up and on the night in what was a very enjoyable evening. 

 

   

 

Nine & Dine 

The Nine & Dine’s at Castle always prove to be very successful and 2019 was no exception. Again, 

extra twists were added to the 9 hole competitions with variations on format and rules. As always, the 

competition was fierce as golfers fought to win the big money prizes on the night!! A big thank you to 

the social committee and particularly John Maloney who runs these events like clockwork.   
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Remainder of 2019 

The rest of 2019 is exceptionally busy on the social front and promises to be great fun with the ever- 

popular Halloween party & Santa Days to come, an evening tea with some local sporting heroes and 

the Captains’ Lunch on December 22nd.  

One of the most popular nights of the year is the Farewell to the Captain’s at the end of November 

where members will be treated to an array of highly talented home entertainment. 

To avoid disappointment; remember to book these prepaid events early!! 

A huge thank you to all of the Social Committee, the Captains & all the staff for their tremendous drive, 

energy and innovation, and to the members for supporting the variety of events over the year. 

House – Brendan Butler  

The House Committee’s role is to plan improvements, resolve service and maintenance issues and to 
plan for future repair and maintenance. The committee works closely with the General Manager and 
Facilities Manager and reports to the Board regularly. In 2019 the focus around the clubhouse was the 
completion of the development project that started in November 2017. The final results of this project, 
including the painting of the clubhouse have been viewed very positively by members and the House 
Committee hope to continue the improvements through future projects such as a refurbishment of the 
restaurant area.  
 
The condition of the men’s locker room and showers has been an issue for some time and the 
intention of the House Committee is to schedule works in 2021 pending budget availability.  
 
Other smaller projects in 2019 included the seating refurbishment in the snooker room, a new 60” 
television for the bar, replacing all the bins in the clubhouse and on course with green recycle bins, a 
new CCTV system throughout the carpark and clubhouse surrounds and the necessary replacement 
of several computers on our network.  
 
Our catering company ITSA have been with us now for 18 months. We are delighted to keep working 
with ITSA to ensure that our members have access to a great catering service. We would ask 
members to continue to support the restaurant with bookings and casual dining and are reminded that 
you can use your pre-paid card in the restaurant as well as the bar.   
 
 
Marketing and Communications – Kieran Garry  

The Marketing and Communications Committee continued to keep members up to date on all the 
activities that took place during the year. Regular texts and emails, as well as the bimonthly ezine 
Castle Tidings were the primary means of communicating with members. 
 
In 2019 we introduced the Castle Weekly News which lets members know what events are coming up 
over the next seven to ten days. It acts as a reminder to forthcoming events, complimenting the more 
formal Ezine, and has been very well received by Members. 
 
The Committee would like to thank all those who contribute articles and reports to our ezine and we 
look forward to engaging with our regular contributors and some new ones in the year ahead.  
 
The Club website was of course redeveloped during the year as part of a wider IT upgrade.  While 
new security and data management considerations were one of the drivers of the redevelopment – an 
extra log in is require to access the members area – we also wanted to create a visually attractive and 
user-friendly site.  Some work remains to be done and the outstanding changes will be implemented 
as part of a programme of regular upgrades. 
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Boundary Committee - Martin Donnelly 

The Boundary Committee continues to monitor all activity along our boundaries. The Course 
Superintendent and General Manager continue to have dialogue with our neighbours where necessary 
to deal with all issues that arise along our boundary. 
 

Benevolent Trust  

The Benevolent Trust continues to help members. The purpose of The Castle Golf Club 
Benevolent Trust is to provide financial assistance in cases of necessity to members, ex-
members and families of members of the Club.    
  
Members, who become aware of persons who would benefit from the Trust, and who would 
welcome support, should contact the General Manager John McCormack.  All matters 
referred to the Trust are confidential.   
 
Charitable Activities – Jim Pender & Jane Neill  

This year’s Annual Charity Day in support of Cystic Fibrosis and St Luke’s Institute for Cancer 

Research took place on Sunday May 26th. The Charity Committee were overwhelmed with the 

members generosity, not only in terms of the flood of prize and cash donations but also their support 

in the various activities around the day, especially the raffle. There was a full timesheet on the day and 

the morning rain did nothing to stop the ultimate winners Peter Cosgrove, David Cosgrove, Liz 

Cosgrove, Matthew Donnolly who had a fantastic score of 54. 

A fun day for great causes resulted in Castle raising an incredible €29,000 most of which was donated 

to the 2 main charities Cystic Fibrosis Ireland and St Lukes Cancer Research well some smaller 

donations to some of the member nominated charities- The Irish Pilgrimage Trust, CMRF Crumlin, 

SVP, Irish Cancer Society, Barretstown & Ronald McDonald House. 

Bridge – Bernie Murray  

The 2018/19 season was a good year with an average of 18 tables playing in our Monday night 

competition. As always, our major competitions were very well supported & keenly contested. This 

season the honours went to:  

Centenary Trophy: Margaret McConville, Siobhan McCarthy, Declan MacDonald & Fergus Brennan. 

Presidents Prize: Patricia & Ciara Gleeson. 

Silver Salver: George Mellotte & Sharon McDermott. 

Joyce Church Intermediate Trophy: Pat Fanning & Joan Strahan. 

Silver Plate: Philip Murphy & Rory Kenny. 

We participate in two inter golf club matches annually. The Rose Bowl hosted by Milltown Golf Club 

where Edmondstown Golf Club took the honours this year and against the Grange Golf Club who 

returned to their winning ways this year.   

This year we had 3 teams compete in the Fanagan League, a competition run by the Dublin South 

Region of the Contract Bridge Association. I am delighted to report another successful season with 

one of our Intermediate B teams winning. All who took part enjoyed the experience and look forward to 

next year’s league.  
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Our annual Charity Night was very well supported again this year with 100 players taking part. We 

raised €2,550 for our nominated charities and thank all those who supported the night by playing or 

donating.  

Pavilion Members – Patricia Smyth 

 

The Pavilion membership is a vital and much valued aspect of life at Castle Golf Club. In recent years, 

its membership base has grown and it continues to be as popular as ever. The vast majority of 

Pavilion members are keen golfers but many also participate in the Bridge and Snooker Clubs and 

enjoy the many and varied social events held in the Castle each year.  

All Pavilion events and competitions are run and managed by our hard-working committee.  

Captain’s and Lady Captain’s Prize to Pavilion members 

The Captain’s and Lady Captain’s Prize to Pavilion members was played on the 26th April.  Despite 

the very blustery conditions some great scores were returned on the day. Bracing the high winds our 

two Captains turned out in true Castle style to wish the players well and joined the Pavilions later that 

evening to present their prizes to the deserving winners. The Lady Captain’s prize was won by Emma 

Cashman (23) with a super score of 41 points, and the Captain’s prize went to Barry Kane (15) with 37 

points.  

Pavilion Guest Invitational  

The Pavilion Invitational, always a very popular event, is when Pavilion members get to showcase the 

superb course and facilities at Castle GC. This year 26 teams of 4 competed for the honours on the 

29th July with two best scores to count on each hole. Thirty-three individual Clubs from Adare to 

Youghal were represented. The winners on the day with a fabulous score of 94 points were Martin 

Walsh (26), Larry Neary (12), Stephen Gavin (16), and Peter O’ Neill (20).  

Annual Castle v Grange Pavilion Match Play  

The Annual Castle v Grange Pavilion match play was played over two days, in Grange GC on the 14th 

July and Castle on the 11th August. In the end, just one match decided it and Grange Pavilions 

retained the Cup for the third year in a row. Our Captain Joe was there to see the matches start and 

very kindly returned later to present the trophy to the winning side.  

Pavilion Golfer of the Year – 2019 

This year’s winners were Joseph Lynch and Maeve McMahon. 

Pavilion Match Play Cups and Plates – 2019 

Matches have been taking place since May to decide the Pavilion Cups and Plates. These matches 

provide great experience to players at all levels and an opportunity to meet new members and to strike 

up friendships and playing partnerships. The Match Play Finals were played on October 6th with the 

following results: 
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Competition Winner Runner Up 

Ladies Matchplay Cup Patricia Smyth Aileen Merriman 

Men’s Matchplay Cup David Sweetman Gareth Henson  

Ladies Matchplay Plate Frances O’Brien Bernadette Thornton  

Men’s Matchplay Plate Colin O’Brien Rob O’Brien  

 

Many thanks to Gary Donnelly, Brian Kneafsey and Geraldine Hughes for managing the Pavilion 

match play competitions.     

The end of season Pavilion Dinner and Presentation of Trophies took place on October 19th with Lady 

Captain Carina kindly in attendance to present the trophies.  This well attended event provided the 

perfect ambience for lively conversation and the celebrations and fun continued into the early hours. 

Entertainment by Carmel Richardson saw Pavilion members encouraged up on stage to ‘star’ in such 

roles as Abba and Tina Turner and there was also a ‘stunning’ line dancing demo. Two memorable 

solo performances by our own Leo Norris and Jimmy Quinn, guests on the night, commanded 

standing ovations.  
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Our final event of the year the Annual Turkey Shoot took place on November 10th when teams of 4 

battled it out to win a much-coveted Castle turkey for the Christmas dinner table. All in all, 2019 has 

been another highly enjoyable and successful season for the Pavilion members.    

Conclusion: Pavilion members truly appreciate the superb course, the excellent Club facilities, as well 

as the friendliness and welcome extended to all in Castle Golf Club. As Pavilion Committee Chair, I 

would like to thank the committee for their commitment, help and support throughout the year.  

Good Companions – Michael Egan  

The Good Companions have enjoyed yet another very good golf year.  Our weekly competitions 

continued over the winter with few cancellations due to inclement weather.  The weather throughout 

the summer was wonderful and we were fortunate that it continued on until the end of September. 

Our major/ trophy competition winners for 2019 are as follows: 

11th April Easter Trophy Bob Jordan 

2nd May Johnny Camp Trophy Barry Keely 

6th June Frank Marconi Trophy Bob Jordan 

13th June Away Day/Fred Bolger Trophy Mossie Veale 

27th June Kevin Vaughan Trophy Leo McCarthy 

18th July Peter O’Connor Trophy Michael Power 

1st August Keogh Bros Trophy Denis Mongan 

15th August Captain’s Prize Michael Mooney 

19th September Mixed Mexican Scramble Lady Captain Carina, Bill 

Cosgrave, Michael Egan 

 

The Away day was held at Rathfarnham GC on 13th June.  The weather was terrific, the course in 

excellent condition, the environment first class and the meal which followed the golf was enjoyed by 

all. 

This year up to October we have suffered the loss of six men who have been members of our group in 

the past, Jim Power, John Cunningham, Dave Byrne, Paddy Jackson, Denis Yendole, Eamon 

Gallagher.    

We also enjoyed the company and chat of non-playing members like Frank Egan, Don O’Rourke, Val 

Harte and we are always delighted to meet and chat with them. 

A special thank you to Lady Captain Carina for her help in arranging a large contingent of ladies for 

our Mixed Mexican Scramble.  All participants found the event great fun! 
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Our Captain’s Day was held on 15th August.  It was a lovely sunny day and we had an excellent 

turnout for both the golf and dinner.  We were delighted that Club Captain Joe O’Hare and Club 

President Martin Keane joined us on the golf course and later in the dining room.  We really 

appreciated their support and humour which added so much to the day.  Thank Joe and Martin. 

Our Turkey and Ham Competitions have started and we look forward to good golfing up to our Prize 

Day 12th December. 

Finally, as Good Companions Captain, I would like to thank our committee for making all our events 

run so smoothly.  The caterers ITSA and all the Club staff deserve special thanks for their help and 

assistance in making 2019 a most enjoyable year for us all. 

Snooker Season 2018-19 – Mark Byrne 

 
A season that will live long in the memory for the snooker players in the Castle Golf Club 

After the excitement of winning our first ever pennant the previous year we surpassed our hopes and 

expectations with a remarkable treble this year. 

We retained our Paddy O’Brien pennant and Ted Fearon trophy but also added the illustrious League 

Winners Pennant to adorn the walls in the snooker room. Friday 22nd February was the date for the 

Paddy O’Brien final, and it was held up in Grange Golf Club, a repeat of last year’s final against 

Newlands A. 

 

   

You could feel the determination from the Newlands team but this Castle team has been solid all 

season and so it proved. 
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A fantastic match with the winners in doubt till the final black ball. 

The first match finished on the blue ball but the last four games all went down to the black. 

Unfortunately for Newlands their player went for an ambitious double resulting in the white rolling into 

the bottom pocket to hand Castle the win. 

An unbelievable tense 3-2 victory. The excitement didn’t end there as the Ted Fearon final was played 

on Friday 1st March. 

We looked to have a really strong panel on paper and performed as expected winning 4-1 to complete 

the double. Always ahead in the games, Castle were never really troubled although we found it hard to 

finish them off in a couple of frames. 

Castle have basically owned this trophy over the last decade as our snooker players have become 

more and more polished. Grange and Milltown don’t appear to have an answer at the moment, long 

may that continue. 

Our internal leagues had the following winners 

Winners Pre-Christmas 

Division 1 – Garry Lyons 
Division 2 – Graham Walsh 
Division 3 – Frank Kennedy 
Division 4 – Stephen Stewart 
Division 5 – Alan Merriman  
Division 6 – Mike Finegan 
Division 7 – Neil Kelly 
Division 8 – Barry Kane 
 

Winners Post-Christmas 

Division 1 – Garry Lyons 
Division 2 – Frank Kennedy 
Division 3 – Stephen Stewart 
Division 4 – Andrew Baird 
Division 5 – Dave O’Donoghue 
Division 6 – Noel O’Connor 
Division 7 – Barry Kane 
Division 8 – Colin O’Brien 

Snooker Finals Night Thursday 28th March 

Intermediate trophy 

Andrew Baird was sublime in both frames, what a potter of a snooker ball, but unfortunately for him he 

came up against a resilient Killian Banks.  Andrew with a healthy lead after frame one got pegged 

back in the second. All square with blue left and finally Killian got over the line.  Super performances 

by both 

Martin Connor final again had Andrew Baird in the final, this time playing against Niall McNiff.  Niall 

seems to compete in a lot of the Martin Connor finals. I believe this is his third in a row if I am not 

mistaken.  It didn’t look good after the first frame, Andrew continuing as he had in the first with a show 

of potting that should have been on show in the senior final.  But like the match previously, Niall 

continued to peg him back and ultimately Niall won on the final black.  Andrew losing both finals 

unfortunately but can be extremely proud of his efforts. 

Senior final is always the highlight and Fergal Behan (our resident winner) was matched up against 

Graham Walsh in this year’s final.  A super match that went to the fifth frame.  Graham a very unlucky 

loser on the night but at the same time Fergal was again a worthy winner for the 11th time.  Both 

finalists played so well, Graham losing absolutely nothing in defeat.  

And so, the curtain fell on the official snooker season in the Castle.  It was a fantastic year for the club 

and thanks to all that have participated.   
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It’s very obvious the standard has risen across all the players and long may that continue.  We have 

entered a second team into the “B” interclub league for this season so maybe a four timer next year 

fingers crossed. 

A special mention for Billy, Jerry and Bernie who are always on hand to help and facilitate the snooker 

group. 

It’s much appreciated by all the snooker fraternity. 
 
 
GUI & ILGU Committees 

 
The Annual General Meetings of the ILGU was held on 4th December 2018 and the GUI AGM was 
held on 6th December 2018 and those elected to office were:   
 
GUI:  
Joe O’Hare: Captain   
Jim Pender: Vice Captain   
 
Brendan Walsh Jnr. Was elected to the GUI Committee. 
 
 
ILGU:   
Carina Staunton: Captain   
Jane Neill: Vice Captain 
 
Claire Brennan, Paula Dineen, Marie Therese Fitzpatrick, Sarah Harkin, Lisa McDonnell, Anna 
Mellotte and Mary Whooley were elected to the ILGU Committee. 
 
 
Board of Directors  

At the Annual General Meeting of the Club held on 10th December 2018.  
 
Brendan Butler, Barbara McAleese and Anne Thornton were elected as directors. 
 
There were 14 Board Meetings held throughout the year. 
 
 
Sub – Committees 2019 

 

All committees are available to view on the Castle Golf Club website.  
  
Please visit the following link for more information on each sub-committee 
 
https://www.castlegc.ie/Member-Central/Club_Documents/Sub_Committee_2019 

 

 

 

 

https://www.castlegc.ie/Member-Central/Club_Documents/Sub_Committee_2019
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Prize Winners 2018/19 

ILGU Prize Winners 

Competition Winner Runner Up  

Lady Captain’s Prize Anne Thornton  Laura Burke  

Captain’s Prize to Ladies  Sarah Harkin Claire Brennan 

President’s Prize Niamh Leonard Anne Thornton 

Club Championship  Kate Gallagher Lorraine Crighton  

Victory Cup  Mary Therese Fitzpatrick Cathriona Horgan  

Jessie Taylor Perpetual  Deirdre Hoey  Anne Tynan 

Jubilee Cup  Ger Gleeson Marie O’Brien 

Glen Abbey Trophy  Jacinta Keenan  

Fourball Matchplay  
Kate Gallagher &  

Anne Thornton  

Sinead Heraty &  

Martha Jones 

Foursomes Matchplay  
Marie O’Brien & 

Pauline Ussher 

Siobhan McCarthy &  

Anna Mellotte 

Golfer of the Year Suzanne Elliot  

Mary Nowlan Cup  Lyndsey Glennon Lorraine Crighton  

Centenary Trophy Carmel Gleeson Denise McGill  

Autumn Trophy Margaret McConville Carmel Scott 

Spring Fourball 
Lorna Hood & 

Therese O’Brien  

Niamh Leonard & 

Hilda McMahon 

 

GUI Prize Winners 

Competition Winner Runner Up 

Captain’s Prize Morgan Mullarney  Gary O’Doherty  

President’s Prize Shane Daly Marc Dillon 

Club Championship  Peter McKeever Jake Kinsella 

Senior Championship  Mark Lavelle David Kinsella 

Intermediate Championship  James O’Connor David Moran  

Junior Championship  Eamonn Lynch  Michael Mooney 

Junior Shield Stephen Finlan Fergal Moran  

St Patrick’s Cup  Paul Coleman Jack Olin 
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Bailey Cup  Karl Devenney Stephen Finlan 

Gold Medal  Gerry Kane Jimmy Quinn 

Autumn Trophy  Paul Coleman Niall Thornton 

Golfer of the Year Paul Coleman   

Professionals Prize  Cathal O’Leary John Rogan  

Millennium Trophy  Robert Cullen  

Willie Holley Trophy  James K O’Connor Brendan Meaney  

Alexander Cup Gerard Dunne Brendan C Walsh Jnr 

David Kinsella Trophy Simon O’Hare William McAuliffe 

Spring Cup  Declan Wyer  

Medals Final Diarmuid McAuliffe   

Barton Cup  Tommy Smyth  

Mixed Foursomes 
Ronan Bourke & 

Clodagh Daly  

Jim Mulready & 

Loraine Cunningham  

Lady Captain’s Prize to GUI Paul O’Doherty   

Centenary Trophy Derek Page  

Committee Cup Hilary Haydon  

Fourball Championship  
Derek Page & 

Eamonn Duggan 

Greg Edwards & 

Paul G Whelan 

Foursomes Championship 
Brian Gleeson &  

Colm Gleeson  

Hugh Bregazzi & 

Jake Kinsella 

13 Hole Winter Scotch Foursomes 
Brendan Walsh Jnr & 

Morgan Mullarney 

Mark Hutch & 

Conor Agnew  

Vice Captains Prize Stephen Graham   
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Juvenile Prize Winners 

Competition Winner Runner Up 

Captains Prize to Boys Eoin Maher   

Captains Prize to Girls Anna Hoey   

O’Meara Cup Aiden Connor   

Mary Walsh Trophy Aoife Leavy   

Golfer of the Year (Boys) Hugh Moran   

Golfer of the Year (Girls) Ellen Smyth   

Juvenile Boys (Harry Dowdall) Final Charlie Quinn Alan Moran  

Juvenile Girls Matchplay  Aoife Leavy Amelia Walsh  

Bill Scott Trophy  Hugh Moran   
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Conclusion – Captain Joe O’Hare & Lady Captain Carina Staunton  

 
 
 

We have thoroughly enjoyed our year and we thank all the members for the honour of serving as your 

Captains in 2019. We also thank you for your fantastic support and friendship throughout the year. 

Our teams represented the Club with great passion and energy with our All-Ireland Mixed Foursomes 
Team firstly winning the Leinster Pennant to then set up bringing home the coveted All-Ireland 
Pennant. We were hugely proud of the dedication and commitment shown by everyone who 
represented the Club in all competitions.  We would like to extend a huge thank you to all the players, 
team managers and team coordinators for all the time and dedication given this year. We really 
appreciate it.  We would also like to extend a very big thank you to Castle members who always turn 
out in great numbers to support the teams both home and away. 
 
Castle is a truly wonderful club to be a member of. The quality of our course, the competitiveness of 

our teams, and the vibrancy of our social scene - once again superbly organised by our Social 

Committee – are the key elements which make it so special.  To everyone who has given of their time 

and energy to help run our club, from those elected to committees to those who serve in unelected 

roles, thank you sincerely for your contribution. Castle golf club would not be the great club it is without 

you. 

In addition, Castle would not be the club it is without the fantastic work done by our dedicated and 

professional staff - both inside and outside the clubhouse – who provide such a warm welcome to 

members and visitors alike. We extend to you the thanks of all members of Castle golf club. 

Finally, we want to thank Jane Neill and Jim Pender for the great support and friendship and send 

them our best wishes for their year of Captaincy in 2020. 

 

 


