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CASTLE GOLF CLUB

ANNUAL REPORT

For the Golf Season 2020/2021



Introduction

This report contains a review of the Club’s activities for the year ended 315t October 2020.

While we have tried to capture as many of the key events and activities as possible the sheer
scale of undertakings means that some may have been overlooked. Please be assured that
this was not intentional.

Castle Golf Club and its members work together throughout the year to make this club a special
place for all members.

In this report we have kept all “Thank You’s” to a minimum as there are so many members
involved in different aspects of running the club - from teams (players, caddies, managers &
backroom), committees, event management and daily logistics — indeed it is impossible to
include everyone and we run the risk of missing out people. If you are involved in any of these
activities please be assured that your involvement, commitment and dedication is very much
appreciated and your contribution is essential in terms of making Castle Golf Club a truly
wonderful place to be a member.

We hope the Annual Report captures the essence of what makes Castle Golf Club so special.

It is with deep regret that we record the deaths of the following members over the past year:

Molly Casey, Ronald Cregan, Dermot Devlin, Helen Forsythe, Brian Gleeson, Neville Harris,
John Kennedy, Edward Lalor, Tom Lee, Pat Markey Snr, Elizabeth McGrath, Denis Moran,
Dermot O’Beirne, Neville Quin,

2020 has been a very difficult year for families who have lost loved ones and have not been
able to have their close friends around to help cope with their loss.
A moment to reflect and remember those we have loved and lost is most important.

We extend our sincere sympathies to their families.

Chairman’s Report — Brendan Meaney

“What's another Year” — well who would have ever dreamed that 2020 was going to turn out
to be like this — certainly not this time last year.

Ireland has been somewhat decimated as a society this year through Covid 19 and ongoing
challenges of trying to combat this pandemic.

Castle Golf Club and indeed golf, as a whole, has not fared as badly as many other walks of
life and indeed we had a return to the fairways for a good part of the year — but the start stop
start nature of events has not helped — particularly those who rely on all that is good about
golf and Castle Golf Club for their mental health and wellness.
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Importantly, the members have demonstrated a truly great community spirit which is
synonymous with our great club.

The Board and all Committees have worked tirelessly on behalf of the members to try and
ensure that the club and its golfing activities were operated as well as possible — many thanks
to all.

Our staff have continued to perform to the highest level in the most difficult circumstances -
again many thanks.

To you the members — also many thanks for your patience, understanding and tolerance
throughout 2020 — we look forward to 2021 when we can continue that tremendous
community and club spirit together and help our captains Jim and Jane enjoy an excellent
year ahead.

GUI Report — Diarmuid McAuliffe

Competition Report

Competition Secretary: Frank O’Hare

This has been a strange year to say the least from a golfing perspective.

The season kicked off with a very successful winter league run by Neil Kelly and Ger Moran.

This year was an Olympic themed event and was well supported with over 260 golfers
participating and culminated in a fab night in the club with prize giving ceremony and fancy
dress for some. The Swimmers, led by Brendan Walsh and Fiona McDonagh, were in pole
position until the last day.
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The Divers, ably led by Dec Wyer and Fiona Shackleton, were victorious in the end and won
the competition on the final day. Well done to Neil and Ger for organizing a wonderful event
and of course to team Divers on a great victory.

Shortly after that we were forced into lockdown and we were closed for several weeks.
When we returned it was to a pristine golf course but with 9-hole casual golf only for members.

We returned to competitive golf in late June and this resulted in significant change to our diary.
The GUI Committee decided to play as many competitions as possible and focused on the
majors as a priority. Unfortunately, the Captains prize fell victim to the pandemic but we
succeeded in holding all other major competitions.

At this point one of our card committee, Mick O Neill is to be commended for all his hard work
on the diary and on the “app” introduced for recording scores.
Indeed all of the card committee put in a sterling effort during the year.

As the season progressed it became clear that golf was becoming very popular among our
members. Getting on the timesheet proved difficult at times during the year and we
acknowledge that. The timesheet initiative trials mandated by the Board were run where
possible. Additional steps were taken as demands evolved to ease the pressure by holding
more / longer alternate days and opening up extra lines for competitors where
possible...sometimes it worked well but, on some occasions, it didn’t achieve what we
wanted. It is an on-going issue and we had intended to trial a few new ideas on winter
timesheets in November and December. We will try these when we get back and hopefully
get a formula that allows us to get the maximum number of members out playing competitive
golf every weekend. The board will update on the outcome and actions arising from the
summer timesheet trial.

The major winners this year include:

e Presidents Prize Patrick Conlon (22) 38 pts
e Bailey Cup John McCarthy (13) 65 nett
e Patrick’s Cup Patrick Conlon (25) 42pts

Other notable competition winners were:

e Committee Cup Brian Nevin

e Millennium Trophy Conor Harte

e Willie Holley Trophy Greg Connolly
e Alexander Cup Paul Fitzpatrick

Our golfer of the year this year with two majors under his belt is Patrick Conlon.
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He amassed 82 points in 6 events. He beat Ronan Church who was second. Congratulations
Paddy on a wonderful year of golf. Well done.

We also managed to run most of our knockout competitions this year. The club foursomes
and mixed foursomes fell victim to Covid-19 but the rest took place and here are the winners
and runners up from our finals day on 20" September.

Club Championship winner Jack Walsh and runner up Stephen Webster

Intermediate Championship winner Ken McCoy and runner up Matthew Caffrey

Junior Shield winner Fergal Moran and runner up Patrick Whelan
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Senior Championship winner Greg Magrane and runner up Shane Taggart

Junior Championship winner Frank O Hare and runner up Brendan Flynn

Winter Scotch Foursomes winners Michael Brennan & Adrian Fogarty and runners up
Gerard Kane & Brendan Reade
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Club Fourball winners Jim Pender & Ray Skelly and runners up Jake Kinsella & Hugh
Bregazzi.

We did have photos taken on the day but unfortunately no presentations were permitted
under government guidelines. Congratulations to all the winners and the runners up and
thanks for your participation and the sporting manner in which the matches were played.

Unfortunately, the Ryder Cup was cancelled at short notice. Our vice-captain Dec had
selected a very strong panel and he was supremely confident in winning the trophy.....roll on
2021!

That concludes the report in what has been a unique and different year for golf in our club.

Handicaps Report

Handicap Committee 2020

Handicap Secretary: Willie O’Brien
Committee Members: Greg Edwards and Neil Kelly

Role of the Handicap Committee
The Handicap Committee is charged with managing members’ handicaps in accordance with
the Unified Handicapping System (UHS) as maintained by the council of National Golf Unions

(CONGU). The Committee currently uses a software system, Handicap Master to support this
responsibility.
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Specific duties of the Committee include allocating new handicaps, reviewing competition
results for handicap adjustments, synchronising the handicap database with GUI's Golfnet
database to ensure that Golfnet reflects the most up-to-date handicaps including any AWAY
scores, undertaking the Annual Handicap Review, generally monitoring playing performance
against handicaps and problem solving of investigations where required.

Highlights 2020

New Handicaps Awarded 21 (2019 - 20)
Exceptional Score Reductions 12 (2019 - 12)
General Play Increases 2 (2019 - 6)
Handicap Increases 164 (2019 - 264)
Handicap Reductions 141 (2019 - 189)
Top 5 Most Improved Players (excluding Juniors)
Name Handicap
1. Andrew Keely 15410 9.8
2. Brian Moran 13.9t0 9.7
3. Bryan Knott 18.1to 13.8
4. Paul McDonald 24.6 to 19.7
5. Ronan Church 23.0to0 18.5

Annual Handicap Review

The usual Annual Handicap review process will not take place this year due to WHS introduction
on 2" November. Arising from the allocation of a new Handicap Index to all players a Handicap
Review activity will be performed by Handicap Committees during the period 2" November to
31st December 2020.

World Handicap System
The World Handicap System commenced in Ireland on 2nd November, replacing Unified
Handicapping System (CONGU).

Under WHS members Handicap details are stored and managed centrally by Golf Ireland in a
new WHS system known as Dotgolf. Every club member with a CONGU handicap is allotted a
WHS Handicap Index automatically.

Scores currently in players Golfnet record are transferred to the WHS system and used to
calculate the new WHS Handicap Index. Players’ existing CDH / Card number will not change.

Members can access their Handicap records via a new Golf Ireland portal. A secure login area
on the Golf Ireland website (which replaces Golfnet) allows club members’ login to view their
latest calculated Handicap Index and playing history.

A smartphone app is due to be launched in early 2021. There is a link on the new Golf Ireland
website where you can find your latest calculated Index by entering your CDH number.

Due to handicaps being recalculated daily it is no longer possible to display a list of handicaps
in the club.

Under WHS players submit all singles competition scores and will have the choice to submit
social/recreational scores including those from society, association, and alliance outings. All
scores must be pre-registered.

Golf courses have been measured under specific WHS rules and each set of tees have a
different “Course Handicap Table” which converts your Handicap Index to your Course
Handicap.
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The Course Handicap Tables are prominently displayed in the club and are on the website in
the Member section. Our summary Course and Slope rating details are as follows:

Castle GC - Course & Slope Ratings
Tees Course Rating Par Slope
Men's Blue 70.4 70 133
Men's White 69.4 70 131
Women's Red 73.4 72 131

Under WHS, club Handicap Committees responsibilities are follows:
e Annual Handicap Review
e Apply Penalty scores
o (in the case where a player fails to submit a score from an authorised format of

play)
e Allocate/Withdraw/Re-instate Handicap Index

Castle Handicap Secretaries attended a Leinster Golf webinar briefing on WHS in June 2020.
A presentation on WHS was made by the GUI & ILGU secretaries to the Castle Board of
Directors, GUI & ILGU committees in early October and a short video on the new system was
released to members on 28" Oct.

GUI Teams — Brendan Walsh Jnr

In 2019 Castle GUI interclub teams participated in 16 local, Leinster and All Ireland
competitions and played 44 matches. We reached the Leinster quarter final of the Senior Cup
and Barton Cup, and, in some style, won the Irish Mixed Foursomes to win an All-Ireland
green pennant. 2020 has been a very different year.

By early Spring Managers were selected and team panel practice was well underway when
COVID-19 put pay to the planning and anticipation.

Many interclub competitions were cancelled with only Leinster and All Ireland competitions
going ahead, with revised formats and timelines due to COVID restrictions.

Castle participated in the Senior Cup and the Junior Cup.

Senior Cup (managed by Barry McConville and Harry Gleeson) was an open draw with
teams playing on a 3 at home/2 away basis, rather than the usual qualifier venues. Our
campaign started away to near neighbours Milltown. With Jack Walsh and Dan Holland both
providing strong home wins it was left to Rob Moran to do likewise in Milltown.

Next up was another away fixture, this time against Powerscourt. On this occasion we made it
difficult for ourselves, losing both matches in Castle. However, Rob Moran and Ross
McKeever produced the goods to level things in Powerscourt. It was then left to Alex Gleeson,
back playing for Castle once again, to secure a really gutsy win on the 18th in Powerscourt to
send us into the 3rd round.
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For our third match we finally had home advantage, albeit against a strong Hermitage team.
This time we lost both away but won the top two in Castle to leave it all down to the final
match. Unfortunately, it wasn’t to be, as with the light rapidly fading, we lost a titanic struggle
on the 23rd hole. A disappointing end to a rather surreal competition but at least we got the
opportunity to compete.

The Junior Cup (managed by Ross Cregan and David Kinsella) beat Edmondstown at home
in the first round. We came up short away to Rathfarnham in the second round losing 3 - 2.
There was a great panel of committed lads and much to work on in 2021.

2021 Interclub Season

The Interclub format for 2021 has been released with Golf Ireland Inter-Club competitions
being split into eight equal Competition Areas; One area in Connacht; three areas in Leinster;
two areas in Munster and two areas in Ulster.

An Area pennant will be awarded to the winning club in each of the eight Competition Areas.
Each of the eight area winners will then progress to an All-Ireland finals series.

Leinster has 3 Competition Areas (North, South and Central) with Castle GC in Leinster
South.

Castle also have the privilege of hosting the Quarterfinals, Semi-Final & Final of the Women’s
and Men’s Senior Cups on the weekend of 20-21 August 2021

ILGU Report — Paula Dineen

This will be our final ILGU Report as 2020 marks the end of the Irish Ladies Golf Union’s
activities and in January 2021 we will witness the merger of all ILGU & GUI activities into Golf
Ireland, a single governing body for all amateur golf in Ireland.

2020 has been a unique and challenging year for golf in Castle. We have experienced the
closure, reopening and then unfortunately the closure again of our golf courses as a result of
Covid-19. While we are all disappointed by the latest restrictions, we look forward to the
reopening of our golf course, playing competitions and meeting friends in the near future.

Special thanks to our Castle members and its Management for their combined efforts in
ensuring that Castle operated within all the health and safety guidelines.

ILGU Castle Competitions

While the competition calendar was impacted during Covid-19, we did manage to play several
of our weekly competitions, a number of our Cup and Trophy Competitions, a special one day
Castle Medal Competition as well as a collection of the annual Club Matchplays. A big thank
you to all those involved in helping to make these events happen especially the competitors
for their participation during these challenging times.

The highlights of 2020 include:-
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ILGU Competitions recommenced in July and continued throughout the summer and autumn
months. Competition formats included strokes, stableford and team events over the 18 hole,
9 hole and Senior 9 hole courses. Full timesheets were a feature of 2020 and provided
competitors with a new focus and challenge.

Alternate Days to the Tuesday and Saturday competitions were introduced in July 2020 and
these were well supported by our members. The Alternate Day concept is a welcome
addition to the ILGU diary as it provides our members who are unable to play in the main
competition the opportunity to compete on Sundays/Fridays.

While some of the major competitions were not played we were fortunate to be able to play a
number of key competitions and detailed below are some of the highlighted results:-

COMPETITION WINNER SCORE HANDICAP
Presidents Prize Caitriona Mooney 39 points 22
Centenary Trophy Amelia Walsh 44 points 23
Glen Abbey Trophy Mary Therese Fitzpatrick 39 points 16
Jessie Taylor Perpetual Cup Katie Dunne 41 points 17
Mary Nowlan Trophy Andre Sherlock 38 points 29

Overall, it was fantastic to see so many of our Junior Girls and Intermediate Ladies playing
throughout the year and featuring in so many of the winning prizes in 2020.

CASTLE MEDAL WINNERS

Class 1 (0-20) Class 2(21-28) Class 3 (29 plus)
Winners Amelia Walsh Carmel Scott Cliona Cosgrave
Score 69 strokes 71 strokes 70 strokes

Club Matchplays

Castle Matchplay 2020 Finals were played with great enthusiasm and excitement on Sunday
20" September. All of the Ladies Matches were hard fought with the final winners not
decided until the 18" hole. Congratulations to all participants and especially those players
who proved to be such worthy finalists.
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Cup Winner Runner Up

Club Championship Aedin Murphy Ruth Keating
Victory Cup Marie O’Brien Anne Moran
Jubilee Cup Catriona Pender Adriana Liuzzi
Junior Amelia Walsh Zoe Flood

Championship

Charity Competitions

Castle Golf Club continues to be an avid supporter of charities and while our usual events
were curtailed, Lisa McDonnell and her team embraced the Play in Pink Day with great
enthusiasm, raising record proceeds for the Breast Cancer Research.

We take this opportunity to thank everyone in the Club for their generosity and the
participants for making it such a fun day

The Glen Abbey Trophy was also greatly supported and the chosen charity was the Women’s

Refuge Centre.
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Competition Results Volunteers

A special thank you to all the ILGU members who volunteered to assist in the production of
weekly competition results, their skills and efforts are hugely appreciated by all players.

Finally, well done to our Lady Captain Jane for a great year in challenging circumstances and
wish herself and Vice-Captain Lisa all the best in 2021.

ILGU Teams — Eleanor Fitzgerald

This was not the season we had planned nor expected. Panels were selected, training and
practice were organised and motivation was high. Great results were anticipated but
unfortunately, we only got to compete in the 1st round of the Challenge Cup, where a great
winning result was achieved. Soon afterwards with the accelerating Covid-19 situation all
remaining ILGU Interclub matches were cancelled for 2020.

We look forward to 2021 and entering our Castle Ladies into all the respective Golf Ireland
competitions including their Inter Club team events.

Junior Golf = Arthur McEvo

Castle Junior Golf Programme

The Junior Programme at Castle Golf Club introduces children to golf in a fun and engaging
way. We provide a safe and friendly environment for young golfers to meet their friends, learn
golf skills and life skills. Our aim is to produce lifetime golfers who embody the honour and
etiquette of the game.

Review of Junior Golf in 2020

Despite Covid 19 restrictions in 2020, we created an important outlet for our 200 Junior
members. From mid-May when the course reopened, committee members took juniors whose
parents were not members out to play. From the end of June, we ran 11 singles competitions
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and 5 scrambles. 18 coaching/competition sessions took place in the Valley for our newest
members and Trackman coaching was provided for 36 juniors in the Winter and 92 over the
Summer.

O’Meara Walsh Sunday took place as a fitting finale to the summer’s golf and a statement of
the Club’s commitment to junior golf with the course closed to all other members.

The Club has a committed and dedicated Junior Committee coupled with this the Club has a
Professional and Assistant Professional who are skilled in supporting junior golf. Parental
supervision for the Valley and yellow tees was superb in 2020 and our Junior Captains (Ellen
Smyth & Joseph Neary) provided friendly role models for younger members.

Coaching

Our PGA professional and his assistant are superb with children, running fun and interactive
classes. Almost 90 hours of coaching was provided over the course of a year. The Valley
coaching programme is the envy of many of our peer clubs.

The ‘Castle Cubs: Introduction to golf’ sessions provide a potential pipeline for new junior
members for the Club and a route by which children not related to a member but with golfing
potential can be introduced to the Castle.

The Valley is a wonderful asset where juniors can practice year-round. It is an ideal
environment for beginner golfers and an opportunity to lay the foundations of card marking
etiquette, rules and honour, as well as technique. The Valley, yellow tees and beyond offer a
structured progression for a young golfer.

We fully comply with Sport Ireland child protection requirements and provide a safe
environment for our Juniors. We have dedicated Child Protection Officers (John McCormack,
Jennifer Webb, Arthur McEvoy) and a clear grievance process.

Participation

There are 200 Junior members (134 boys and 66 girls) of which 143 children (77% of girls
and 68% of boys ) played in competitions and events run over the year. This represents an
increase of 7% on 2019 participation numbers.

85% of our newest and youngest members participated in the Valley coaching and
competitions over the summer months. We began the Summer with 68 ‘Valley kids’ (34 girls
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and 30 boys) of which 28 girls and 27 boys were involved in Monday and Wednesday
morning sessions.

This year, there were Junior Boys represented on the Senior Cup and Junior Cup Panels.
Options on other senior panels were not available this year due to Covid. Castle Junior Girls
were represented on panels for Senior Cup, Intermediate and Minor Cup but unfortunately
these competitions did not ultimately take place.

Performance
Girls

There are 5 junior girls with handicaps under 20 and these older juniors provide a fantastic
role model to the younger girls.

27 junior girls have official ILGU handicaps with a growing number of our girls getting their
first handicap at age 12. Twelve junior girls lowered their handicaps in 2020. 7 different girls
won prizes in Ladies competitions including: The Centenary Trophy, The Jessie Taylor
Trophy and the September medal.

The Blainroe Girls Junior Open was won by a Castle Junior, Anna Hoey.
Boys

61 junior boys have GUI handicaps ranging from 2 to 29. Ten hold single figure handicaps,
their ages range from 15 to 18. 20 have handicaps ranging from 10 — 20 and 31 have
handicaps ranging from 21 — 29. 12 of our youngest members qualified from the Valley over
the summer.

In 2020, one of our junior boys represented Castle at Provincial level. Castle was
represented at the national finals of the Irish Schools Championship at both Senior and Junior
level.

The Blainroe Boys Junior Open was won by a Castle Junior, Harry Whelan
Summary

Despite all the restrictions 2020 was a great year for all our Juniors. We acknowledge the
enormous hard work and fantastic contribution from the committee, the parents and players
throughout the year.

Course — Barbara McAleese

Little did the members of Castle Golf Club realise at the beginning of October 2019, what an
extremely challenging 2020 golf season that the Club and also the country would be facing.
Winter 2019 was very wet and this trend continued throughout January and February 2020,
with 3 ferocious storms and a record rainfall of c185mm (2019-27.8mm), which led to the
closure of the golf course for 6 days in February.
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10t Hole in sunny May.....and unfortunately no golfers

In March as Covid 19 reached Ireland, Paul Fitzgerald and his team implemented strict Covid
conditions for playing golf — rakes removed from bunkers, inverted cups and all potential touch
points such as benches, ball washers and rubbish bins were removed. Initially, there was much
uncertainty around golf and golf course maintenance, but thankfully, clarification was received
at an early stage and golf course maintenance was classified as essential maintenance.

The Club and Course then faced 2 months of closure and inevitably we had 2 months of
sunshine! The Course thrived as the course team were able to undertake maintenance work
that would not have been possible with golfers on the course.

With the easing of the Covid restrictions, golfers were allowed back to play. When the members
returned, they were delighted to find the course was in immaculate condition and it became a
haven for us all. The members came back to a new fully developed 18™ Tee box, divot free
fairways, pristine, plug mark free greens, newly trimmed bunkers and flowering trees.
Timesheets were now available for every day of the week and they filled almost immediately.
From May 18 to 20 October 2020, 35,144 rounds of golf were played including round starts
from both the 15t and 10" tees, with timesheets completely full from dawn till dusk.

The key focus of the course staff during lockdown was to maintain the course in near drought
conditions. Fairways had to be irrigated manually. All the learnings from, and remedial work
done post the Summer 2018 drought came to fruition - fairway over-seeding, wetting agents,
manual irrigation via large portable sprinklers bringing the course back to its lush condition very
quickly after the rains arrived.

Key Activities

The drought condition of early summer had a big impact on the course and Paul and his team
were very relieved to see the rain, which restored the course back very quickly to its natural
condition.

Fairways
= Maintained height of fairways to allow for re-established grass growth and increased
general fertility
= Over-seeded with desirable grass species or more drought tolerant grasses
= Closely monitored sand topdressing application
= Enhanced aeration practices including slit-tinning, shock wave and verti-draining
= Application of wetting agents during summer months
= Continued tree root pruning on fairway perimeters
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Due to the remedial work carried out in 2018/2019, you could see a huge improvement in the
grass growth this year particularly on the 6, 14 and 18™" fairways.

The 17 fairway was hardest hit by the spring 2020 drought.

17th fairway — Drought conditions early May 2020

Tee Boxes

» Reconstruction of the 18" Tee box to USGA specification. The new tee box is 2-tier,
wider and longer allowing for multiple teeing opportunities both in summer and winter.
This reconstruction follows on from the successful reconstruction of the 7" and 13! tee
boxes in 2018, and underpins our objective of having every tee box sand- based

= Key objectives of levelling teeing ground and improved drainage characteristics were
achieved.

* Re alignment of key tee box to greens

18" Tee Box — Reconstruction coplete

= Further Tee box reconstruction to continue within annual capital expenditure budget
programmes
= Priority to rebuild 6%, 5, 11t 12" and 14" tee boxes over the coming years.

Bunkers
= The bunkers received a lot of attention during lockdown with edging and non-selective
weed control - difficult to do with golfers on the course.
= With new Covid bunker rules in place, raking had to be undertaken daily
» Regular manual sand distribution where displacement occurred
= Top-up when necessary to affect an even sand distribution throughout
= Regular animal damage repairs completed
= Good golfer etiquette remains key to maintaining the high quality of our bunkers
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Whilst we are currently allowed to place the ball in the bunker, we still require players to
‘foot or club rake’ the bunkers
The usual rule applies — ‘leave the bunker in the condition you would like to find it’.

Green & Tree Management

Other

A Tree survey was carried out by an independent Tree Arborist in late 2017/early 2018,
supporting a more long-term strategic plan in regards to tree management.

Trees being organic with progressive growth every year, require annual maintenance -
planting of new trees including native trees both deciduous & evergreen, and as part of
the annual maintenance programme, it may be necessary to remove some trees

This survey underpinned the long-term strategy for the trees and also the annual
maintenance programme e.g. Dead-wooding, removing broken branches, tree-
crowning and dead tree removal. The Course Committee and Course team are
adopting many of the arborist recommendations in the tree management report.

Trees overhang a number of our greens, in particular the 51" and 14™; this can lead to
diseases on the greens due to over-shading. Due to new EU regulations several
pesticide chemicals been withdrawn from the market place, and management of our
greens has become more challenging with emerging issues to be managed including
disease prevention.

5-year tree management strategy to protect our boundaries going forward is in
development including tree planting to create future stock throughout the course.

1st/2nd aiays - Tree Crowning- see the natural light flowing through

A water diviner was employed to source additional water for the Club. Water was discovered
very close to the existing well at the back of the 11" Tee box. An industrial drill bored a hole
which has now given the Club an additional 400 gallons per hour, with the water coming from
a different source to the existing well. The additional water will be used for irrigation, adding to
existing water availability for the Club.
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Back of 11t Tee Box — Industrial Drill

Course Staff

A big thank you to Paul Fitzgerald and his team who worked tirelessly throughout the year,
maintaining our fabulous course. They did so throughout all weathers with the much-increased
number of golf rounds requiring additional work. At this stage the winter 2020/2021 programme
is already underway.

Enjoy your golf in 2021.

House — Brendan Butler

The House Committee’s role is to plan improvements, resolve service and maintenance
issues and to plan for future repair and maintenance. The committee works closely with the
General Manager and Facilities Manager and reports to the Board regularly. At the end of
2020 Billy Johns retired from his position as Facilities Manager and we are delighted that
Philip Hollowed has been appointed as Billy’s successor. We wish Billy well in his retirement
and we look forward to working with Philip over the coming years.

In 2020 the main focus was on the refurbishment of the restaurant area. The refurbishment
was completed in April and has been received very positively by members. Apart from the
upgrading of the main restaurant area substantial changes were made to the “6 Counties”

which were greatly enhanced by the wonderful photographs taken by Michael Flanagan.
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The “6 Counties” is now both an integral part of the overall restaurant area and also a stand-
alone function room. Other smaller projects in 2020 included the installation of a new high-
quality TV in the Lounge and Air Conditioning in the Pro Shop.

The House Committee was at all times conscious of the need to provide a safe environment
for golfers during the various lockdown periods in 2020.

With the non-availability of indoor dining and our bar service for a significant part of the year it
has been a very challenging period for our restaurant. We have endeavoured to keep working
to ensure that our members have access to a catering service on an outdoor or take out
basis. We would ask members to continue to support our club restaurant and members are
reminded that you can use your pre-paid card for both food and wine.

Social — Leo Norris

Celebrity Lunch with Cian O’Sullivan & Ciaran Kilkenny Friday 15" November
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This celebrity lunch was a fantastic way to set off into the festive season. The two guests
were highly entertaining and insightful, whilst members felt free to ask an array of questions
afterwards, some more challenging than others, but all very well received.

Farewell to the Captains’ Saturday 239 November

As is Castle tradition we said a very fond farewell to Lady Captain Carina and Captain Joe,
they have served us well. Very good food on the night. As ever members were treated to
excellent home entertainment from the wonderful ladies’ unique rendition of 50 Ways and
King McCormackis as created by Anne Hogarty, stirring & soothing music from the 6 Tenors,
heart-warming singing from the extremely talented Fergus McCauley and Mick Simpson, a
rare airing of the Joe Duffy show, and a show stopping performance from the much-loved
Ross Cregan. There were further interludes and entertainment from the excellent Philip
Murphy, Maria Stanley, Graham Walsh, Mary Whooley and Leo.

Mixed Snooker Saturday 30" November

A first of its kind at Castle, this was a mixed blitz on the clock. Great crack with Lady Vice
Captain, Lisa McDonnell, very impressive on the night. Excellent finger food on the evening
and all adjourned to the bar afterwards for a fun evening.

Santa Party Sunday 2nd/9th December - Santa Party

Santa did a great job and thank you letters were sent by the office. Good volunteering of elves
and very good social committee presence. Day 2 always a complete sell out, day one still
good numbers. Huge thank you as always to Billy for his huge support and work on the day.
Excellent entertainment provided by Genie Mackers on both days.

Captains’ Christmas Lunch with Special Guest Shane Lowry Saturday 22"
December
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An excellent afternoon of celebration was had at this sell-out event where Shane brought the
coveted Claret Jug to Castle. Shane was interviewed by Castle’s own Leo Norris where he
gave an insight to his mindset during the British Open and answered the many questions
asked by the enthralled audience. Shane then stayed around afterwards ensuring everyone
who wanted, got their photo taken. Music and entertainment, which went on until late was by
Mikey Smyth.

Captains’ Drive Sunday 5™ January
This was a great day which ran very smoothly. Full timesheet on the day was no surprise due
to the popularity of the captains. The buffet food was very well received.

o — ]

Thursday Talk with Andy Dunne — Health & Wellbeing Thursday 23 January

This was a hugely popular and well received event. Thursday Talks tend to work very well but
this event in particular really caught the tone of how Thursday Talks can continue to succeed.
Andy was hugely popular on the evening and would be well received again.

Would encourage members to bring ideas to the committee/office for Thursday Talks. This
could include talks/evenings delivered by members themselves.

Winter League Night Saturday 15" February
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Again, a great success for 2020, with large numbers in attendance along with fun and &
dancing into the late hours.

Memorial Service Thursday 20" February
Due the inclement weather and storms attacking Ireland a smaller amount of people attended.
Huge thanks to Maria Stanley for organising and rehearsing with the choir and the musical
arrangement on the night.

Celebrity Lunch with Felix McKenna Friday 28" February

This was a very well attended and received event, with excellent food on the day. Felix’s talk
and anecdotes went down a storm and there was a long list of members who had questions
for him afterwards.

9 & Dines’
These proved to be very successful and this was no different in 2020. They are enjoyed by
members, their guests and bring a great buzz to the club on a summer’s Friday evening.

Billy Johns Testimonial Days 15t & 18t October 2020

This was probably what could be unveiled as the “Event of the Year”. Billy retired after over
30 years of service to Castle Golf Club and every member wanted to say their Au Revoir
because it could never be Goodbye. With 2 full timesheets and very strict restrictions all were
on their best behaviour and complied with their 45 minute dining slot after golf. In line with
government guidelines we could not have a presentation for Billy but the staff did get him
some parting gifts including a special memento created from 3 trees that grew on our golf
course at Castle Golf Club. The Golf ball is Holly, Base is Hawthorn, Golf club and Tee are
Laburnum.
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A huge thank you to the excellent Social Committee of Graham Walsh, Maria Stanley, Colm
Gleeson, Fiona McDonagh, Joanne O’Connor and Barbara, along with the energetic Lady
Captain Jane and Captain Jim, who had truly excellent ideas for 2020. A further heartfelt
thank you to John, Barbara, Kathleen and Jennifer in the office, along with Billy, for their
tireless work in the support and organisation of social events.

It was unfortunate that dates such as the Andy Farrell lunch, Ronan Flood evening and the
Corona’s night had to be cancelled due to Covid, along with a number of exciting events
planned for later in the year. However, | think it's fair to say that the social calendar was a
success within the period that was available to Castle outside of restrictions. Here’s hoping
we will be able to return in 2021 to something close to the great social club that Castle is
renowned for and which the members very much value.

Marketing and Communications — Hilary Haydon

The Marketing and Communications Committee continued to keep members up to date on all
the activities that took place during the year.

The Weekly News has become a feature of 2020 with the course closed for such a long period.
The Committee has tried to reach out to members by providing this regular update of news,
photos and information.

Regular texts and emails are a feature that helps to keep members up to date on various issues,
including supporting the take away service for the restaurant.

Particular thanks also to the office staff who are on hand at all times with a friendly voice to
assist members and keep the wheels of the communication engine turning over.

Boundary Committee - Martin Donnell

The Boundary Committee continues to monitor all activity along our boundaries. The Course
Superintendent and General Manager continue to have dialogue with our neighbours where
necessary to deal with all issues that arise along our boundary.

Charitable Activities — Declan Allen & Lisa McDonell
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Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 our Charity Day has been postponed until 2021.

The Benevolent Trust

The Benevolent Trust continues to help members. The purpose of The Castle Golf Club
Benevolent Trust is to provide financial assistance in cases of necessity to members, ex-
members and families of members of the Club.

Members, who become aware of persons who would benefit from the Trust, and who would

welcome support, should contact the General Manager John McCormack.
All matters referred to the Trust are confidential.

Bridge — Bernie Murra

Our Bridge season came to an abrupt end on Monday 9th March, four weeks early.

As news of Covid 19 trickled into our media during the first week of March, little did we think
things would escalate so quickly.

It had been a most enjoyable season until then.

We got going again on September 10th.

A lovely morning of Bridge, followed by lunch, was enjoyed by all on November 21st. Our
Christmas party night was on December 16th, a cheese and wine night, enjoyed by a full

house.

The President’s Prize was played for on January 27th. The very popular winners were Peggy
McManus and Anna Mellotte.

Sunday, February 23rd saw our annual match against Grange, which we hosted this year.
Despite the fact that Grange won, the evening, which included a light supper, was a great
success.

The Silver Competitions were played over two nights, March 2nd and 9th.

The Silver Salver was won by Margot Barnes and Gerry Dunne, the Plate was won by Marie
O’Brien and June O’'Dwyer, while Mary Brennan and Clair Walsh took the Joyce Church
trophy.

Congratulations again to all winners.

The Rose Bowl, a team competition between 7 Golf Clubs, was played in EIm Park on
Sunday March 1st. Again, an enjoyable evening, despite our not winning.

Supervised play for those who did beginners classes last year, with Niamh Gormally, began in
September. The follow on classes were curtailed because of Covid.

The Fanagan League also fell victim to the pandemic. Our 4 teams were doing well in their
sections.
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This year saw some innovations in the Bridge Section.

Bridge Mates were introduced early in the season. Despite some early teething problems,
we've all learned to (almost) love them, and they certainly facilitate the instant calculation of
results.....not always a good thing!

Thanks to those who supervise every Monday night.

March 4th-6th brought a first for our Bridge Club.

31 of us spent 2 nights in The Merriman Hotel in Kinvara, Co Galway.
It was a fantastic few days for everyone.

After several end to end storms, we enjoyed the first three days of sunshine the area
witnessed in months.

Thursday was a beautiful day. One group played golf in Gort, another did a long Burren walk,
led by Bernard Strahan, others walked The Flaggy Shore, visited chocolate and perfume
factories, went shopping or just chilled out.

There was a lively comparing and contrasting of our activities over our pre dinner drinks that
evening.

We enjoyed a delicious meal each evening, followed by Social Bridge. We were joined by
some of the local players on both evenings. Most people felt they played much better after a
couple of Gins or glasses of wine!

It was great that we all got to enjoy a few days in the sun, in a beautiful part of the country,
before we were all in lockdown.

Unfortunately, we lost 3 of our members this year, Eamonn Gallagher, Pam Miller and Molly
Casey. May they rest in peace.

Many thanks to all those who have helped to make the year so enjoyable and pleasant. The
Bridge Club is certainly a good example of cooperation in action. We have a terrific
Committee, and there are lots of others who step in when extra help is needed. There is a lot
involved in setting up the tables and tidying up afterwards, collecting and counting table
money and allocating prizes.

A special thanks to Ciara Gleeson, our resident Tournament Director.

Thanks to the “lads” in the bar who provide the important cuppa at “half time”.

Thank you all for your support and good wishes during the season. Hopefully it will not be too
long before we all come through these strange times and will return to playing our beautiful
game. Stay safe.

Pavilion Members — Brian Kneafse
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Despite this year being dominated by the Covid19, the Pavilion members had a successful
year nonetheless. Both casual and competitive golf was enjoyed by Pavilion members in
2020, thanks to great support from Castle GC. This resulted in severe curtailment of the use
of the clubhouse with only casual golf permitted for 3 months of spring and early summer from
March until the end of June. Thus, all events and competitions were cancelled in that period.
Nonetheless, Pavilion members did get out to play casual golf during the lockdown, which
was greatly appreciated.

Unfortunately, it was not possible to hold the annual Welcome Night for new Pavilion
members and AGM (usually held in early April) or the Captain’s / Lady Captain’s Prize to
Pavilion members, both events which are usually held in April.

While it seemed during the lockdown that no competitive golf was possible for most members,
including Pavilion members, with the easing of restrictions at the end of June and with the
excellent support of Castle GC, the competitive season for Pavilion members did finally get
underway 3 months later than normal in July.

Pavilion events are managed and run by the Pavilion Committee.

This year, the three existing committee members (Brian Kneafsey - Chairman, Gary Donnelly
and Hilary Timoney) were joined by four new committee members (James Beahan, Geraldine
Jones, Ken Martin and Hugh McGauran).

During the year, there was great support and enthusiasm from Hilary Haydon (Pavilion
Liaison Member), John McCormack (Club Manager) as well as other club officers for the
Pavilion events and the Pavilion Committee were able to hold Pavilion competitions after the
lockdown was eased.

Since July there have been several Pavilion 9 Hole competitions, Matchplay events, Interclub
matches v Grange and Pavilion Guest Team Invitational.

Pavilion 9 Hole Competitions

We were able to run four 9 Hole competitions from July to October which proved to be
extremely popular and usually over-subscribed. Scoring was generally very good with a wide
spread of prize-winners contributing to the Golfer of the Year.

Pavilion Matchplay Cups

After the restrictions eased, it was agreed to hold the Matchplay Cup events for Ladies and
Men, but not hold the Plate events (the Plate is a separate matchplay competition for those
who have lost their match in the Cup). There were a number of reasons for this: the start of
the matchplay had already been delayed by almost 3 months, there would be difficulty getting
both Cup & Plate events completed and running both these competitions may put more
pressure on timesheets, which have generally been very full during this year.

It is recognised that the Matchplay competitions give Pavilion members an opportunity to
meet other Pavilion members and strike up friendships and playing partnerships, so running
the Cup competitions but not the Plate competitions was a good compromise.

The Ladies’ and Men’s Matchplay Cups are currently at the Finals stage but are postponed
due to the “second wave” and the subsequent closure of all golf clubs in Ireland for 6 weeks
from October 215,

In the Men’s Final, Ed Rafferty (17) is due to play Tony Kerr (21) while the Ladies’ Final is
between Emma Cashman (14) and Patricia O’Neill (24).

Castle Golf Club Annual Report 2020/2021 Page | 27



Pavilion Golfer of the Year
The Ladies’ Pavilion Golfer of the Year is Maeve McMahon (27).

The Men’s Pavilion Golfer of the Year is going down to the wire and will depend on the
outcome of the Matchplay Final. Brendan Coleman (13) is leading by 1 point but Ed Rafferty
(17) will win GOY if he wins the Matchplay Final.

Annual Castle v Grange Pavilion Matchplay

This annual event was delayed but was played in late August in Grange and the end of
September in Castle with 8 teams competing.

It was an enjoyable and social event and while the Castle team did well at home, the loss
away at Grange in the first leg proved too much to overcome and Grange retained the
Interclub Matchplay Cup for 2020.

Pavilion Team Guest Invitational

This popular team event where Pavilion members invite guests to enjoy the Castle course
and facilities was held on October 19th. This year outdoor dining was available as indoor
dining was not possible. Despite the inclement conditions with rain and wind, 56 golfers
played the event with the best 2 scores of each fourball counting. Scoring was very good with
the winning team scoring 87 points.

Currently, it has not been possible to complete the Pavilion Matchplay Finals and the End-of-
Season Turkey Shoot event and presentation of Pavilion prizes may now not be possible to
hold. Nonetheless, this year has been a very good season for Pavilion members, who did get
the opportunity in 2020 to play a considerable amount of golf and compete in Pavilion events,
which Castle GC ensured that we were able to hold during a global pandemic year.

Good Companions — Nelius Kenned

Like every section of Castle this was a year to forget for the Good Companions. The first
major competition of the season (Easter Trophy) was to start in March but at that stage we
were in lockdown from Covid-19. Since then we have been unable to play our competitions or
meet socially with non-playing members.

Along with our major competitions we have missed out on our away day to Rathfarnham Golf
Club and of course our very popular mixed scramble with the Castle ladies.

Hopefully we all can look forward to 2021 and Good Companions playing regular golf and
meeting socially on Thursday afternoons.

Snooker Season 2019-2020 — Gerry Kane

Everyone needs a break....

Once again Snooker remained a very active and competitive part of Castle GC right up until
Mid-March.

On the competitive front our A team had unfortunately just lost the Paddy O’Brien but they
have reached the semi -final of the interclub league.
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Our Ted Fearon campaign unfortunately failed to bring the trophy home for what would have
been the 4™ time in 5 years.

On a good news note our B team was enjoying its first year in the competition under the
watchful eye of the selector and player manager Stephen Finlan who guided them to the
semi-final of the interclub league while at the same time all of the Club championships were in
full flow when the pandemic hit.

Unfortunately, it would appear that a return to the Golf Club snooker rooms in 2020 is very
unlikely so it looks like we will have to wait for 2021 to find out when we can chase the
pennants in both finals and hopefully finish out the 2020 club championships.

GUI & ILGU Committees

Castle Golf Club Annual Report 2020/2021 Page | 29



The Annual General Meetings of the GUI & the ILGU were both held on 3" December 2020
and those elected to office were:

GUI:

Jim Pender: Captain

Declan Allen: Vice Captain

Shane Daly, Neil Kelly and Greg Magrane were elected to the GUI Committee.
ILGU:

Jane Neill: Captain

Lisa McDonnell: Vice Captain

Margaret Brennan and Anne Melotte were elected to the ILGU Committee.

Board of Directors

At the Annual General Meeting of the Club held on 7th December 2020.
There were 14 Board Meetings held throughout the year.

Jim Moran and Anne O’Sullivan were elected to the board.

Sub — Committees 2020

All committees are available to view on the Castle Golf Club website.

Prize Winners 2019/20
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ILGU Prize Winners

Competition Winner Runner Up
Lady Captain’s Prize Not played
Captain’s Prize to Ladies Not Played

President’s Prize

Caitriona Mooney

Suzanne Hassett

Club Championship

Aedin Murphy

Ruth Keating

Victory Cup

Marie O’Brien

Anne Moran

Jessie Taylor Perpetual

Katie Dunne

Zoe Dunne

Jubilee Cup Catriona Pender Adriana Liuzzi
Glen Abbey Trophy Mary Therese Fitzpatrick

Fourball Matchplay Not Played

Foursomes Matchplay Not Played

Golfer of the Year

Mary Nowlan Cup

Andre Sherlock

Ciara Leavy

Centenary Trophy

Amelia Walsh

Fiona McDonagh

GUI Prize Winners

Competition

Winner

Runner Up

Captain’s Prize

Not Played

President’s Prize

Patrick Conlon

Club Championship

Jack Walsh

Stephen Webster

Senior Championship

Greg Magrane

Shane Taggart

Intermediate Championship Ken McCoy Matthew Caffrey
Junior Championship Frank O’Hare Brendan Flynn
Junior Shield Fergal Moran Patrick Whelan
St Patrick’s Cup Ronan Church Patrick Conlon
Bailey Cup John McCarthy Ben Murray
Gold Medal Not Played

Autumn Trophy Not Played

Golfer of the Year

Patrick Conlon

Professionals Prize

Mark Bollard

Vincent Cunningham

Millennium Trophy

Conor Harte

Willie Holley Trophy

Greg Connolly

Killian Dixon

Alexander Cup

Paul Fitzpatrick

Brian Nevin

David Kinsella Trophy

Jake Kinsella

Harry Scott
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Spring Cup Not Played
Medals Final Not Played
Barton Cup Paul McDonald
Mixed Foursomes Not Played
Lady Captain’s Prize to GUI Not Played

Centenary Trophy Fergal Costelloe Michael Wilson
Committee Cup Brian Nevin
_ ] Jim Pender & Jake Kinsella &
Fourball Championship )
Ray Skelly Hugh Bregazzi
Foursomes Championship Not Played

13 Hole Winter Scotch

Michael Brennan & Adrian

Gerard Kane & Brendan Reade

Foursomes Fogarty
Junior Prize Winners
Competition Winner Runner Up
Captains Prize to Boys Zack Baird
Captains Prize to Girls Lauren Connor
O’Meara Cup Finn O’Sullivan
Mary Walsh Trophy Lauren Walsh
Golfer of the Year (Boys)
Golfer of the Year (Girls)
Junior Boys (Harry Dowdall
_ ys( y ) Not Played
Final
Junior Girls Matchplay Amelia Walsh Zoe Flood

Bill Scott Trophy

Alan Moran

Euan O’Riordan

Conclusion — Captain Jim Pender & Lady Captain Jane Neill
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Conclusion - Captain Jim Pender & Lady Captain Jane

We were very excited to start our year with the first Castle Captains Celebrity Christmas lunch. Shane
Lowry entertained us all with the wonderful memories of his golfing career to date, including his
fantastic success in Royal Portrush where he achieved a lifelong dream of becoming the winner of
The Open.

This was followed by several other events including the Olympic themed Winter League where both
Captains were fortunate to be represented on the winning team.

However, our plans came to a dramatic halt in March as the Corona virus took its stranglehold and the
country went into lockdown. We swapped our golf and socially packed diary for a much more serious
role of helping to steer the club and its members through a very challenging number of months.
Throughout the ups and downs of this extraordinary year we got to arrange several of the major
golfing competitions, witness the integration of all the members during the casual golf timesheets and
saw most members play more golf than ever before.

None of this would have been achieved without the understanding and support of the members
together with the fantastic support of all the staff and the volunteers who make our roles so much
easier.

Traditionally we would take this opportunity to say our farewells and thanks and wish the incoming
Captains every success. However, Vice Captains Declan & Lisa have very kindly given us the
opportunity and privilege to represent Castle as its Captains again in 2021.

Although the outlook is uncertain at present we believe that 2021 will be a fantastic year for Castle and
its members, with lots of great golf to be played, achieve great successes in competition, be the proud
hosts of the All Ireland Cup and Shields Semi finals and finals, share wonderful friendships and above
all have a thoroughly enjoyable year for everyone involved.

Wishing you all a safe and healthy 2021

Jane and Jim
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