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Introduction  
 

This report contains a review of the Club’s activities for the year ended 31st October 2016.  

While we have tried to capture as many of the key events and activities as possible the sheer scale of 
undertakings means that some may have been overlooked. Please be assured that this was not 
intentional. 

Members - In this report we have kept all “Thank You’s” to a minimum as there are so many of you 
involved in different aspects of running the club - from teams (players, caddies, managers & 
backroom), committees, event management and daily logistics – that it is impossible to include 
everyone and we run the risk of missing out people. If you are involved in any of these aspects please 
be assured that your involvement, commitment and dedication is very much appreciated and it makes 
Castle Golf Club such a wonderful place to be a member. 

We hope the Annual Report captures the essence of what makes the Castle Golf Club so special. 

 

 

 

 
 

Obituary 

 
It is with deep regret that we record the deaths of the following members over the past year: 
Frank Anderson, Bernard Cullen, Terence Doyle, Robert Freeman, John Kavanagh, Simone Kenny, 
Barbara MacDonald, Jean Machesney, Frank Marconi, Liam McEniff Jnr, Patrick McMahon, Aileen 
Medcalf and Elizabeth Roe. 
 
We extend our sincere sympathies to their families. 
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GUI Report – Hilary Haydon 
 
 
Competition Report  
 
Competition Secretary: Hilary Haydon 
Committee Members:  Ken McCoy, Frank O’Hare, Brendan Meaney 
 
While 2016 was very busy in terms of the exploits of teams’ golf, it was equally a busy and very 
rewarding year on the golfing front in the domestic competition calendar. The continuing excellence in 
the state of the course and the greens added greatly to the enjoyment of club members. 
 
Major Winners 
 
The winners of the Major Competitions in 2016 were:  
 

St. Patrick’s Cup John Sheridan 
President’s (Ronan Murphy) Prize Ted Murphy 
Bailey Cup Michael Neary 
Captain’s (Paul Williams) Prize Brian O’Meara 

 
 
Brian O’Meara rolled back the years, as he produced a stunning display of golf, when winning the 
Captain’s (Paul Williams) Prize by a fantastic four point margin. 
 

 
 
John Sheridan followed his win in the St. Patrick’s Cup with a truly memorable acceptance speech that 
left many wishing he would win more often. Michael Neary pipped Brendan (Reggie) Foley on the 
back nine with a nett 66 to claim the Bailey Cup. The ever youthful veteran Ted Murphy managed to 
hold off the challenge of Liam Daly and Shane Daly, all finishing with 40 points, to accept the 
President’s (Ronan Murphy) Prize.  
 
Golfer of the Year 
 
2016 is certainly a year Harry Gleeson (3) will not want to forget for some time, as he left the entire 
club membership trailing in his wake when he claimed Golfer of the Year by a record margin. He won 
the Junior Shield title and finished runner up in the Captains Prize to add to the many top 20 finishes 
he enjoyed during the year. Harry was also Golfer of the Year in 2014. 
 
 
Club Championships 
 
The Club Championships were played over the summer with great enthusiasm and competiveness 
from all members who qualified for the match-play stages. 
Finals Day had to be split into two days as Castle participated in the All Ireland Senior Cup Final at 
Carton House.  The Club Championship final saw two of the young guns in action as Robert Moran 
and Ross McKeever set out to compete over the 36 hole final. A closely fought match resulted with 
Robert Moran being crowned as the 2016 Club Champion. 
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The Spring Hamper was also restored to the golfing calendar in 2016 and was won by Hilary Haydon 
& Brendan Butler. 
2016 also saw the return of Alexander Cup (courtesy of Kevin Kelleher) which was originally played for 
by Castle members back in the roaring 1920’s. Paul Lysaght emerged as the 2016 winner. 
 
Monthly Medals 
 
The monthly medal competitions proved very popular with Rob Moran, Karl Devenney and Paul 
Lysaght managing double wins during the year.  
Karl Devenney topped off a very successful year when winning the Medals Final for 2016.  
    
Winter League 
 
The Winter League Committee added a few spicy touches to the 2016 format to add to the fun and 
banter that flows with the competitive spirit during the winter season.  
 
The Battle of the Premiership was won by Crystal Palace (Hilary Haydon) who narrowly defeated 
Manchester United (Neil Kelly) to be crowned 2016 Champions.  
Southampton (Gerry Kane) saw off a spirited display from Spurs (Rob Stanley) to claim 3rd spot while 
Chelsea (Collie Gleeson) emerged as the Plate winners.   
Many thanks to Frank O’Hare who took on the mantle of “Premiership Boss of Bosses” as he 
coordinated the entire Winter League Campaign. 
 
Veterans and Young Guns 
 
The annual over 50’s versus under 50’s Ryder Cup style Matchplay took place following the Winter 
League singles qualifying process on the Sunday of the Augusta Masters. The Young Guns captained 
by Neil Bourke put on a great display and were crowned as 2016 Champions following a strong victory 
over the Veterans captained by Gerry Kane. 
 
‘Paul McGinley’ Ryder Cup v Grange GC 
 
The Top 10 in the Golfer of the Year with two Team Captain’s picks represented the Club against their 
fellow counterparts from Grange GC in the “Paul McGinley” Ryder Cup match, which was hosted by 
Castle.  
The 2016 Castle Team captained by Barry McConville with Vice Captain Lee Healion unfortunately 
lost 16-8 to a very competitive Grange team captained by Hugh Bagnall. 
Everyone who participated, enjoyed the event with particular emphasis on the spirit of friendly 
competiveness combined with the good fun nature of the format. 
Bragging rights rest with Grange for another year as they lead the series 3-1. 
 
Pace of Play 
 
Following on from the full review of the Pace of Play in GUI Competitions under the Chair of Ken 

McCoy with assistance from Hilary Haydon, Eamonn Duggan and Gerry Moran, the GUI approved and 

implemented the Pace of Play Policy. The key aspects of this Policy include:  
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1. All members of Castle are required to maintain their Proper Position on the golf course and to 
play without Undue Delay.  
Each group shall be considered to be in the Proper Position as long as it is on pace with the 
Max Times outlined, or if not, as long as it is directly behind the group in front of them.  

2. The Pace of Play shall be monitored based on times recorded on the Score Cards.  
Each playing group is required to record their Start, Interim and Finish Times on their Score 
Card.  

3. If a group is not Keeping Pace with the group ahead, it is expected that they will play Ready 
Golf until they have caught up with the group ahead.  

4. For certain competitions the services of a Course Ranger may also be deployed. The Ranger 
is authorised to approach any group that is out of position on the course and ask that they 
increase their Pace of Play in order to get back into proper position. If within two holes the 
group fails to get back into position on the course, they may be instructed to stand aside and 
let the group behind play through.  

5. The GUI may adopt specific R&A Pace of Play specific time guidelines for designated 
competitions and situations.  
 

Timesheets 
 
Following on from the trial implemented by the GUI Committee in 2016 the following will apply in future 
competitions: 

 9 Minute interval to apply for all tee time starts during the regular golfing season. 

 Starter and Ranger are to be maintained on Saturdays. 

 Timesheets to run until 16.30 pm or four hours before sunset, whichever is earliest. 

 Format for Single Competitions to be three ball only. 

 Consideration to be given to 6.30 am start to facilitate morning demand. 
 
These changes are being implemented to provide an enjoyable environment in which members play 
golf. 
 
Saturday Competitions 
 
The Club Diary for golf competitions is planned carefully every year to try avoid duplication of prize 
winners in Saturday competitions. Occasionally, this is somewhat unavoidable particularly when any 
competition is lost due to weather conditions or major inter club matches and must get rescheduled. 
In 2016 Castle’s participation in the Jimmy Bruen qualifying, and the successful run in the Senior Cup 
and Junior Cup competitions necessitated a change in the order of competitions played during the 
year. 
The understanding and tolerance of the members is greatly appreciated in such circumstances.  
 
Competition Prizes  
 
The Prize Presentation Nights continued to be very successful in 2016 with Captain Paul Williams on 
hand to personally present the trophies and prizes to the successful members in front of their peers.  
Photographs can be enjoyed through the Gallery on the Club Website. 
Prize Presentation Nights will continue in 2017. 
 
Card Markers 
 
Members should note that on Saturday nights throughout the year, considerable volunteer work is 
done behind the scenes by this group to make sure that competitions are well managed and run 
smoothly. A big thanks to all the Card Checking Rota Group for their hard work. 
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GUI Teams – Conor Agnew  
 

By any standards, 2016 was a truly momentous year for our GUI Teams. 

A historic first All-Ireland Junior Cup triumph coupled with our Senior Cup Team being crowned 

Leinster Champions for just the second time. 

The elusive All-Ireland Senior & Junior Cup double, achieved on only two previous occasions in the 

long history of the prestigious competitions was agonisingly denied on the 19th hole of the final 

decisive match V’s Co Sligo Golf Club at a sun bathed Carton House. 

The successful managers Barry McConville, Fergal Walsh and Brendan Meaney and their respective 

panel of players and caddies deserve enormous praise and thanks from every Castle member for their 

achievements which have made Castle the envy of every club in the country. 

The managers’ blow by blow account of their historic campaigns are outlined below: 

Junior Cup 2016  

 

Preparation for this year’s Junior Cup began with a meeting of the panel in November 2015, when 

each player was asked to assess their strengths and weaknesses and put in a concerted effort to work 

on their game over the winter. This was followed by regular Sunday morning golf, starting on a bitterly 

cold and windy day in February. The early scoring could only be described as modest, until a ‘wakeup 

message’ sent to the panel WhatsApp group from one of the younger players had the desired effect, 

the precise wording of which is best omitted from this report! When daylight allowed we also included 

weekly short game sessions and matches in the Valley on Tuesday evenings. 

Unlike our near neighbours, we were drawn to play our Qualifying Round at Corrstown in north County 

Dublin, a challenging course, which was to prove totally suited to the Castle team. Preparations went 

well, the only blip being a broken wrist bone for Fergal Moran, courtesy of a football match, curtailing 

his early involvement. Through the generosity of a local driving range, which agreed to open early for 

us, the players were properly warmed up and ready for their morning tee time. Things started 

extremely well with the team being a combined 3-over par for the front nine. With Jake Kinsella 

posting a fantastic 74, the best score in the field, Castle went on to be leading qualifiers by a full 6 

shots. While we didn’t know it at the time, Castle had recorded the best qualifying score against par 

anywhere in Leinster, the second best being Kilkenny, but more about them later. 

Sunday morning saw us drawn against the host club Corrstown, and while initially a tight match, we 

pulled away in the home stretch with some strong performances to win 3.5/1.5. The afternoon was an 

altogether different affair against Forrest Little. With two wins a piece it was left to Tommy Smyth, the 

baby of the panel, to try and close things out. After being 2 down with 3 to play he managed to get 
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back level playing the last, but put himself in trouble missing the fairway left, leaving no option but to 

chip out. His opponent meanwhile, with his second shot had found the island green from 200 plus 

yards, much to the delight of the Forrest Little supporters. However, ably assisted by his caddie, 

Archie McEvoy, Tommy got up and down over water from 110 yards for par while his opponent 3-

putted for bogey. A fantastic performance and the start of a great player/caddy partnership. 

The Leinster Finals were held at Tullamore with the panel putting in diligent preparation. Our quarter 

final opposition was Beaverstown and once again we secured a 3.5/1.5 win, the highlight of which was 

an emphatic 7&5 win by Kevin Moran. The afternoon saw us pitted against Ardee in a tight and tense 

match. While Harry Gleeson and Kevin lost their matches, Fergal and Tommy both had strong 4&3 

wins, leaving it to Paul Whelan to try and bring things home. Playing the 18th, Paul hit a marvellous 5-

iron from the rough over a tree to the heart of the green to win 2up. 

The following morning, we faced the aforementioned Kilkenny team, seeking their first Leinster Junior 

Cup title, Castle seeking our fifth in 11-years. Kevin once again produced a big 7&6 win, but on this 

occasion both Paul and Tommy lost. While Fergal was always on the right side of his match, 

eventually securing the winning point 3&1, this time it was Harry who would produce the heroics. Two 

down with 3 to play, supporters of both clubs realised this was “the” match, and when the pressure 

came on it was Harry who delivered, winning on the 18th. Leinster champions once again, but this 

group had a bigger target.  

Immediately after Tullamore Kevin and Fergal headed off on Inter-railing trips, both returning very tired 

but in plenty of time to prepare for Carton House. We said after Tullamore we would have to improve 

as our future opposition would be even better than any we had faced before and so it proved to be, 

none more so than Tralee in the All-Ireland semi-final. In a titanic struggle, which saw Kevin and 

Fergal go down to narrow defeats, Harry won on the 18th, while Tommy had the slightly more 

comfortable 3&2 win. Things were looking good with Paul one up playing the last but Tralee won the 

18th to level the match and send it up 19, a genuine 3-shot par 5. Once again, Paul produced the 

goods with his 5-iron, finding the green, 15ft from the pin, while Tralee also found the green but 

leaving a much longer and more difficult putt. The outcome saw Paul secure par, while his opponent 

3-putted for bogey. 

The following day with a fantastic crowd of Castle support also in attendance we faced Lurgan in the 

All-Ireland Final, they seeking a first ever Green Pennant, Castle looking for that first and elusive 

Junior Cup Green. With Kevin and Paul losing narrowly Harry put the first point on the board with a 

terrific 4&3 win, quickly followed by Fergal winning on the 17th. Playing at number 5 as he had done all 

summer, it was left to Tommy to seal the deal, who that time was two up with three to play, although 

Lurgan won the 16th to leave things a little tighter. Both players found the fairway on the par 5 17th and 

both hit lay-up shots. Unfortunately, Tommy found a fairway bunker 130 yards from the green. While 

Lurgan missed the green with their third shot Tommy made no such mistake, finishing about 12ft from 

the pin. How appropriate, that just as he had got us on the road with that gutsy win in Corrstown, he 

rolled in the birdie putt to secure a hugely emotional win and at long last, Junior Cup Green for Castle. 

The long wait was over. 

This was just reward for a fantastic group of players, which apart from those already mentioned also 

included Gerry Moran and Rory O’Brien. Later that evening we had the wonderful experience of 

walking up the driveway to the Clubhouse, with Harry Gleeson given the honour of carrying the cup, to 

be welcomed by members, family and friends, something that will live long in the memory of all of us.  

Throughout the campaign we had tremendous support from Castle members, in Corrstown, Tullamore 

and Carton House and we are so grateful. It really did make a difference.  
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Great appreciation is also due to Rob Stanley, Jack Walsh, Eamonn Duggan, Marc Dillon, James 

Pender, Ken McKervey and Eoghan McKeever who did such magnificent jobs caddying throughout 

the campaign. Thank you so much lads. 

Senior Cup 2016  

 

As the dust settles on our Senior Cup campaign, the mood moves from one of extreme 

disappointment to that of a real sense of achievement.  

We came so close to creating history by adding Castle’s name to a list of only 2 clubs to win both 

Senior and Junior Cups in one year. 

Winning Castle’s second Leinster Senior Cup pennant was a thrill, and achieved with a team that 

showed great skill, determination and belief.  Team spirit grew and grew as our campaign gained real 

momentum.  We witnessed some great individual performances in several different external 

tournaments and championships including Alex Gleeson being crowned Irish Amateur Golfer. 

In total 27 matches were won, including some particularly noteworthy wins over Pormarnock and Elm 

Park on their home course. 

The 2016 Senior Cup squad included Alex Gleeson, Daniel Holland, Peter McKeever, Ross 

McKeever, Robert Moran, Jim Mulready, Stephen Webster and John Williams.  Each team member 

should feel very proud of their gallant achievement.  

A strong squad has been assembled and we look forward to next years campaign with a real sense of 

optimism. 

Team Managers Results 

Senior Cup Brendan Meaney  All-Ireland Finalists – Defeated 3/2 on 19th by Co 
Sligo G.C.  Leinster Champions. 

Junior Cup Barry McConville/ 
Fergal Walsh 

All-Ireland Champions – Defeated Lurgan G.C. 3/2 
at Carton House.  Also Leinster Champions. 

Barton Shield  Brendan Meaney Qualified for matchplay – lost by 2 holes to 
Greystones in Section Semi-final. 

Barton Cup Rob Stanley/ 
Ken McKervey 

Lost in 4th round v Lucan on 19th (birdie). 

Jimmy Bruen Hilary Haydon Leading qualifiers (strokes) – lost 3/2 to Newlands 
in Section Final. 

Metropolitan Cup Gerry Moran/ 
Arthur McEvoy 

Lost in 3rd  round v Newlands  

Pierce Purcell Ken McCoy/ Did not qualify  
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Shield Brian Nevin 

Fred Daly  James Hanby/ 
Leo Norris 

Did not qualify 

All-Ireland Fourball Martin Ryan/ 
Joe O’Hare 

Lost in 2nd round  v Stackstown  on 19th 

Junior Foursomes Rob Stanley  Qualified Strokes – Lost to Lucan  

Mixed Foursomes Justine Agnew/ 
Aidan Neill 

Lost in 2nd round v Elm Park  

JB Carr Dermot O’Beirne Lost 2nd round v Milltown  

Bloom Cup Willie O’Brien/ 
Bill Cosgrave 

Lost 1st round v Killiney  

Straffan Cup Philip Murphy/ 
Karl McEneff 

Lost in Semi-Final v Palmerstown Stud   

Duggan Cup  Ken O’Neill/ 
Eamonn Duggan 

Lost in 1st round v Glen Of The Downs 

Super Seniors Martin Keane Runners up in qualifying section  

 
 
ILGU Report – Carina Staunton  

 
2016 started with the Captains’ drive-in on Sunday 3rd January in pretty miserable conditions. 

 

The Lamb Competition was held again this year and ran for 6 weeks from 5th Jan to 9th Feb inclusive.  

However, due to exceptionally poor weather conditions we only managed to play 4 of the 6 

competitions.  Prizes were awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd in each class for accumulated best scores 

over 3 of the 4 weeks.   

Winners:   

Class 1 – Ann Doyle, Stephanie Sadlier & Josie McWeeney 

Class 2 – Fiona Norris, Peggy Sheehan & Bev Cullen 

Class 3 – Catherine Simpson, Leonie Brady & Marie Fitzpatrick 

Class 4 – Paula Leavy, Marie Bourke & Ann Barnes 
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The White Elephant Team Event took place on 23rd Feb and everyone brought a prize to the value of 

€10.  Aedin Murphy (1) Sally-Anne Lenehan (6) Fidelma Casey (14) and Lorna Hood (17) took 1st 

place with a fantastic score of 41.2 nett. 

On Friday 4th March the Castle ladies set off for Kildare Village and were treated as VIPs for the day; 

receiving an additional 10% off voucher.  Compliments of Kildare Village the ladies were all treated to 

a glass of Prosecco in a private lounge after a hard day’s shopping!  The outing was such a success 

that another trip was planned for November; for a bit of Christmas shopping!  

This year Lady Captain Bernie Murray opted to change our Medal prizes to silver bracelets and 

pendants for the overall Medal class winners.  Nothing but compliments were received on her 

excellent choice of prizes. 

Our 18-hole competitions began on 1st March. 

The Granard Scotch Foursomes played on 22nd March was won by Fidelma Casey (13) and Ann 

O’Hare (27) with a wonderful score of 41 pts, just pipping Yvonne Manahan and Lorna Hood also on 

41 points. 

On Thursday 24th March the ladies enjoyed a fork supper and an evening of history presented by 

guest speaker Colette Jordan on the “Five Duchesses of Leinster”. 

The Jessie Taylor Perpetual Cup was played for on 29th March and was won by Josie McWeeney (17) 

with 38 points from Terry Egan. 

This year saw the introduction of the Dubai Duty Free Irish Open Club Challenge Qualifier which was 

held in conjunction with the monthly medal on 5th April.  Carmel Gleeson (16) was a worthy winner with 

70 nett. On the same day Aedin Murphy broke Sinead Heraty’s course record of 74 with a new course 

record of 72 gross. 

Not to be forgotten is our very own ILGU Rules Official, Anne O’Sullivan, who embarked on a hectic 

summer of refereeing starting with the Curtis Cup in Dun Laoghaire, then on to The Open at Royal 

Troon, The Ricoh Ladies British Open in Woburn and finishing with “Chief Referee” for the Ladies 

British Open Amateur Strokeplay Championship at Knock GC in Belfast. 

The first Major of the year was the President’s Prize (Ronan Murphy) on 10th May.  A tea and 

presentation was held that evening.  This year’s winner was Connie Keogh (34) with 40 points.     

The 3Ts Charity competition was held on 17th May and raised €670 for the charity; working to help 

prevent deaths by suicide through research, intervention and support.  Aine Coleman (26) won with a 

super 43 points. 

On May 31st the ladies played for the Centenary Trophy.  Eithne Walsh (26) won with 42 points, just 

pipping Angela O’Connor. 

The Australian Spoons competition took place on 7th June.  The nett winners were our Lady Captain 

Bernie Murray (29) and her lovely daughter, Niamh Murray (28) with a score of 43 points.  The gross 

winners were Ruth Keating (5) and Sally Anne Lenehan (6) with 36 gross points.  Both pairs went on 

to play in the District finals in Powerscourt.  Congratulations are due to Lady Captain Bernie and 

Niamh who were the leading qualifiers with 36 points.  They went on to play in the All Ireland Finals in 

Beechpark on 22nd August last. 
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This year, the Lady Captain’s Prize (Bernie Murray) was played for on Tuesday June 21st and Friday 

June 24th; a little later than usual.  Tuesday’s timesheet was full to capacity.  The weather was kind to 

players on Day 1 but poor Bernie’s stress levels went through the roof at the thoughts that Day 2 could 

be a wash-out!  Thankfully the weather improved as the day went on and the top 30 managed to 

escape most of the heavy rainfall.  Sinead Heraty (6) was victorious with a total for the two days of 71 

points, narrowly beating Maria Beaton also on 71 points.    

 

After a hectic Lady Captain’s Prize, and as the Boys Amateur Open Championship was being played 

in Castle for most of the week from Monday 27th June, the ladies decided to head off for a well-earned 

break to Tulfarris Hotel & Golf Resort.   Our Vice Lady Captain, Andrea Fitzgerald, did Trojan work 

negotiating very favourable rates with the hotel.  Despite the gloomy weather over 80 people played in 

a Champagne Scramble team event.  Prior to a dinner that evening, the bold Andrea held a lively 

reception and prize giving with Prosecco and nibbles in her hotel suite.  The winners were Clair Walsh, 

Celeste Kenny, Maureen Nolan & Janet Byrne.   

The annual ladies Pink Day in aid of Breast Cancer Research was held on 5th July.   €3,353 was 

raised for Breast Cancer Research.  A big thank you is due to Nicola Doyle, Charlotte Cairns and 

helpers for their continued support in making Pink Day a hugely successful event.    

 

Winners: Anne Thornton, Joanne Smyth, Norma Murray & Maggie Ruth pictured with Lady 

Captain Bernie Murray  

Score:  66.2 nett 

The Mary Nowlan Cup held on 12th June was won by Connie Keogh (31) with a 68 nett.   

This year our Course Exchange was with Grange GC on 19th July.  For a bit of drama, the competition 

format was a “Waltz” 3 person team event.  The worthy winners were Josie McWeeney (18) Andre 

Sherlock (29) and Mary Brennan (33) with 74 points.   
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The re-scheduled Glen Abbey Trophy was played for on 26th July.  Lady Captain Bernie nominated 

Youth Horizons, Jobstown, Tallaght, as the charity to benefit.  Youth Horizons is a community based 

charity which came into being to address the absence of facilities for many young people in the West 

Tallaght area.  Stephanie Haughton (16) was the overall winner with a fantastic score of 6 up.  

We had the pleasure of hosting the Great Britain and Ireland Curtis Cup team for four days back in 

early June.  We all enjoyed their company and their golfing skill.  Our men’s Senior Cup team played 

them in a match off the same tees and with no shots given.  We managed to win by 3 to 1 with all 

matches going to the eighteenth.  This workout was obviously significant as the later performance of 

both teams showed. Curtis Cup Team Managers Elaine and Helen were highly complementary of our 

course and practice facilities. 

The hotly contested All Ireland Mother & Daughter competition took place in Castle on Monday 8th 

August.  Winners for the second year running were Joanne & Ellen Smyth with 38 points.  A big thank 

you is due to Louise Church and her helpers for their continued hard work in making the Mother & 

Daughter a hugely successful and very enjoyable competition; and to our sponsors Medipharm for 

their support again this year. 

The next big event was the Captain’s Prize (Paul Williams) to the ladies on 30th August and was won 

by a delighted Josie McWeeney with a fantastic 41points.  

Finals day was held on Sunday 18th Sept.  A full list of winners may be viewed online or in the “Prize 

Winners” section at the end of the Annual Report.   

In conclusion, the Charities / Funds we supported this year were:   

Granard (NCBI – Working for People with Sight Loss)     €490 

3Ts (Turn the Tide of Suicide)           €670 

Glen Abbey (Youth Horizons nominated by LC)         €400 

Breast Cancer Research                €3,353 

Australian Spoons (ILGU Fund)           €645 

Finally, we thank Lady Captain Bernie for all her hard work during the year and wish incoming Captain 

Andrea Fitzgerald well for 2017.                 

                        

ILGU Teams – Siobhan McCarthy 

 
A record number of ladies signed up to take part in inter-club matches in 2016. Preparation and 

practice started as early as mid-January with regular Valley sessions and practice matches arranged 

for all panels. Players in all handicap categories are catered for and encouraged to take part. Colin 

played his part in focusing everyone on short-game practice, which was very much appreciated by all.  

Congratulations to our Junior Cup team who are the All-Ireland runners-up after playing Castletroy in 

the All-Ireland final on 24th September in Dundalk GC. The team qualified after beating The Island in 

the East Leinster final, played in Milltown on 28th August. It is 41 years since Castle won the East 

Leinster title. Well done to all involved for their dedication throughout the season; a truly great 

achievement on reaching the All-Ireland finals.  
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Our Senior Foursomes team, All Ireland winners in 2015, qualified in Carton House to play in the East 

Leinster finals which were held in Naas on 2nd & 3rd July. They were beaten by Donabate in the final 

Our Bloom Trophy team were fired-up for their 3rd consecutive win but were narrowly beaten by 

Ballinascorney in the final, which was played in Castle on Sunday 25th August.  Well done to all who 

took part. 

 

 
Everyone showed real commitment and dedication to the Inter-club teams this year and contributed to 
the club’s success. A huge ‘thank-you’ to the managers, players, caddies and supporters for their 
continued support.  
 
 

Team Managers Results 

Junior Cup Siobhan McCarthy 
Mary Therese Fitzpatrick 

Castle beat The Island in the E Leinster final 
in Milltown on 28th August. We were beaten 
by Castletroy in the All-Ireland final in 
Dundalk on 24th September 

Intermediate Cup Anne Thornton 
Therese O’Brien 

Castle lost to Milltown in the 1st round in Dun 
Laoghaire on 22nd April 

Minor Cup Carina Staunton 
Ann Doyle 

Castle were beaten by Woodbrook in the 1st 
round played on 1st April, home & away 

Challenge Cup Mary Brennan 
Janet Byrne 

Castle were beaten by Charlesland in the 3rd 
round in Kilcock on 22nd May 
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Senior Foursomes Margaret McConville Castle were beaten by Donabate in the East 
Leinster final, which was played in Naas on 3rd 
July 

Junior Foursomes Anne Thornton 
Therese O’Brien 

Castle lost to Edmondstown in the 2nd round on 
15th May, home & away 

Bloom Trophy Nicola Doyle 
Edwina Jennings 

Castle were beaten by Ballinascorney in the 
final which was played in Castle on 
September 25th 

Revive Active Blanaid Nally 
Carmel Gleeson 

Castle were beaten in the 2nd round by Grange 
on 26th June, home & away 

Boyne Trophy Carina Staunton 
Ann Doyle 

Castle lost to Wicklow in the 1st round played on 
16th May, home & away 

Mixed Foursomes Justine Agnew 
Aidan Neil 

Castle lost to Elm Park in the 2nd round, which 
was played on 24th April, home & away 

                                                                             

     

Juvenile Golf – Joanne Smyth & James Hanby  

2016 was another successful year for Juvenile Golf in Castle. 

The Juveniles season revolves around the Monday & Wednesday competitions during the 
summer and through particular holidays with boys and girls of numerous ages playing off 
various tees and also a healthy number of our mostly younger and up & coming players in 
the Valley. 

Generally, the competitions on the golf course were singles competitions but we also ran a 
few mixed scrambles which helped the Juveniles socialise better. In the Valley all of those 
not yet qualified for the full course got weekly coaching in July and August from our club pro 
Colin Clancy.  

One of the keys in running the Mondays & Wednesdays was assistance from parents. 
Fortunately we had great support from parents but in order to continue to make this a great 
environment for our younger members we will need an increase in parent support in 2017. 
This is of pivotal importance in the Valley with our newer members and a special thanks to 
Cathal O’Leary who supervised the Valley when Colin was not available. 

Once again at the end of season finale (O’Meara Cup/Mary Walsh) we ran a fun day with a 
mixture of activities for the kids including bouncy castle, foot-golf, nearest the pin, longest 
drive and other games. It was a super way to finish off a great season and thanks again to 
all the committee and parents who helped out on the day.  

Thanks to a fantastic initiative from Arthur McEvoy we held a Juvenile Invitation Team event 
on the August Bank Holiday weekend. It was an incredible success with 44 players including 
17 from outside Castle and proved a great way to make golf more social for both girls and 
boys. Many thanks to Arthur McEvoy for the initiative and also for organising the day. 

Also well done to both Juvenile Captains Emily McCarthy & Robert Moran for having a great 
year and for all their help with the Juvenile Committee. 

Girls Section 

One of the main goals of the Juvenile Committee is to grow girls golf in the club not only 
from a participation point of view but also from an improvement in quality. There are positive 
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signs things are moving in the right direction and it has been facilitated through initiatives 
from the Juvenile Committee including: 

 During the off season months we saw a mix of girls from different age-groups meet 
up every Sunday afternoon/evening to play 9 holes supervised by adults. 
 

 Ensuring golf for girls was more social, the junior girls mixed with our juvenile boys 
by meeting and playing in 13 hole competitions on most Sundays throughout the 
winter, followed by pizza and a hot chocolate in the clubhouse. 
 

 Colin Clancy’s Development Coaching Plan for Girls & Boys ran through the winter 
and 12 of the more active Girls took advantage of this and got constant coaching 
throughout the winter in Spawell and in Castle. The intention is to improve and 
enhance this Development Plan further in off-season 2016/2017. This Development 
Coaching Plan we believe is the key to the future success of Juvenile Girls Golf. 

 
A massive thanks to Joanne Smyth, Paula Leavy and Catriona Pender who put a huge 
amount of time and effort into the development of girls golf. Their commitment is the main 
reason why we have seen growth in girls golf over the last few years alongside Colin’s 
coaching. 

Girls Successes of the Year 

The Captain’s prize was won by Aoife Leavy. The Mary Walsh Trophy was won by Roisin 
Caffrey. The Girls matchplay was won by Ellen Smyth and Ciara Leavy won Golfer of the 
Year. 

Roisin Caffrey & Kate Feely qualified for the Castle into the May Fitzgibbon finals where they 
had a very respectable score in the final finishing 4th. 

Our girls outperformed our boys in the Elm Park Trophy and even though we were not in 
contention for the top prize the girls did perform respectably during the competition.  

We had two girls teams entered this year in the U19 Girls Interclub Matchplay. We didn’t get 
out of the section that day but it was a great experience for the girls and something we hope 
to build upon in the next year and two.   

We also got to the final of the Dick Walsh Trophy (mixed boys & girls competition) and were 
pipped on countback by Newlands after a tie. Our girls performed fantastically well 
throughout the tournament and were instrumental in us getting to the final. 

Individual Successes for Girls 

A massive congratulations to Ellen Smyth for winning the best nett prize in the Ria Kenny 
competition with a superb score of 41 points. Ellen alongside her mother Joanne won the 
Mother & Daughter Open competition held in the Castle in August 

We saw big improvements from all of our girls this year and hope this continues as the girls 
section moves forward and grows 

Boys Section 

The boys section had a good year with lots of activity and success in individual competitions. 
There was a healthy amount of boys playing on Mondays & Wednesdays and a great social 
atmosphere between the boys. 

We saw lots of boys playing every Monday & Wednesday performing admirably with all 
enjoying their golf and making great friends. 
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From a team perspective it was a mixed year for Boys but something hopefully we can 
improve upon next year.  

The Fred Daly (Senior Cup for Boys) team for the first time in over 10 years did not qualify 
out of their section in the Metropolitan Section.  

The Under 15 Boys team lost in the 2nd round to Milltown. The players all performed 
admirably but unfortunately after recent successes in this competition it was disappointing 
for the lads to be knocked out so early. 
 
We also just missed out on qualifying for the Irish Junior Foursomes but on a more positive 
note got to the Final of the Dick Walsh Trophy but were pipped by Newlands. 

There is a lot of raw talent in the younger section of the boys and something we need to 
work on in order to ensure future success over the coming years not only in Boys teams but 
also for Senior teams.  

Again Colin’s Juvenile Development Coaching Plan is key to this future improvement and 
the intention is to enhance this Plan a lot in the coming months, which the Juvenile 
Committee is in the process of compiling. 

Towards the end of June we hosted the Irish Amateur Boys Open Championship.  This 
event attracted a large entry from the UK and France and well as Ireland.  During that week 
it was mentioned that we must have a good junior programme as we had three of our young 
members competing in the Championship. On one of the days at the first tee when Peter 
McEvoy, twice Amateur champion, five-time Walker Cup player who also made the cut in the 
1978 Masters came over and said “Captain – your course is immaculate and as for the 
greens”, he was highly impressed. In his remarks at the conclusion of the Championship, 
GUI President Kevin McIntyre made reference to the quality of our course, to our Junior Golf 
Programme and to the welcome which we extended to our guests during the tournament.   

Individual Successes for Boys 

A massive congratulations to Robert Moran who had an incredible season. He was the Top 
U17 Boys player at the Leinster U18 Boys Open. He also competed superbly in all Boys U18 
tournaments and was selected as the non-travelling reserve for the Leinster U18 Boys 
Interprovincial team. Robert has now been selected for the Irish Panel U18 boys.  

Robert played a huge role in the Senior Cup team getting to the All-Ireland final and also 
topped off his season by winning the Club Championship. It was an incredible year for 
Robert and fully deserved considering the work and dedication he put in during the off 
season. 

Tommy Smyth also had an incredible season. He finished tied 2nd in the Irish U16 Boys and 
was selected as non-travelling reserve in the Leinster U16 Boys Interprovincial team.  

Tommy was an instrumental part of the Junior Cup All Ireland winning team and furthermore 
won the deciding match in the All Ireland Final by holding a circa 30 foot putt down the slope 
on the 17th green to win the All Ireland for the club.  A memory that will stick in member’s 
minds for many years to come. 

A big congratulations to Jack P Walsh in winning the Dublin Boys in the Grange.  A massive 
achievement for Jack and a sign of Jack stepping up another level with his golf.  Also well 
done to Paul Flood who won the Nett prize in Dublin Boys on the day. Paul, alongside his 
dad Garry, had a fantastic Father & Son, reaching the semi-finals. 

Well done to Darragh Smith on representing Leinster in the Boys U18 Interprovincials and 
performing very well in the Interpros. 
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A number of our Juvenile Boys had individual success in non-GUI competitions including 
Charlie & James Quinn who are both big talents for the future. James Quinn also finished 2nd 
in the Leinster U13 Boys. 

There is a lot of talent in our younger boys and some of the other very talented younger boys 
to keep an eye out for include Thomas Harte, Gavin Herlihy, Dylan Smyth, Alan Moran, 
Louis Moran, Daragh Smyth and Paul Flood, among others. Hopefully, they will all be 
motivated by the successes and hard work of Robert, Tommy and Co. and we will see these 
guys create all the news in the coming years! 

At home we had Ben Cregan winning Golfer of the Year after a fantastic season; Colm 
Fitzpatrick winning the O’Meara Cup, Paul Flood winning the Harry Dowdall Matchplay 
competition and Charlie Holland winning the Captain’s Prize.                                                   

What’s next for Juvenile Section 

The Winter Development programme will continue with a few small improvements to ensure 
it does its upmost to continue bringing success to the Juvenile Section. Details will be 
finalised over the coming weeks.   

Next year, we hope to see more of the boys and girls playing together.  This is important for 
the vibrancy of the section and bringing on girls golf.  We hope to achieve this with the help 
of our incoming Juvenile Captains; Ciara Leavy and Donal McAuliffe.  

Again, many thanks to all our Juvenile Committee who worked tirelessly throughout the year 
to deliver a wonderful successful programme for Juvenile Golf.    

Thanks to all team managers for all their hard work throughout the year. 

And finally, thanks to all the Members of Castle for their encouragement and support and for 
making our Club a great place for our Juveniles. It is greatly appreciated and instrumental in 
any Juvenile success and their part in Senior teams success. 

 

Junior Section – Andrea Fitzgerald  

A Junior Invitation Nine & Dine shotgun start was held on the 15th of April, it was a huge 
success with over 50 participants.  The club kindly sponsored finger food and prizes which 
went down a treat.  The night coincided with the new Pavilion Members night and I have to 
say there was a great buzz around the Club.  The golf and craic was enjoyed by all.  The 
night was made more special as President Ronan, Captain Paul and Lady Captain Bernie 
were all present.  It proved difficult to get another Junior competition going during the 
summer with all their other social commitments.  It was decided to hold another Junior Nine 
& Dine in September as a members only event.  It was held on Sunday 8th October with 16 
players playing on the day.  Great fun was had and new friendships were made.  Aedin 
Murphy was instrumental in organising the day, a big thank you to Aedin.  It is safe to say 
our Junior golf is alive and kicking and I look forward to assisting with the organisation of 
next years events. 
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56th All-Ireland Father & Son – Lee Healion 

 

Pictured: Paul Carroll (CPL) with Winners Jody & Harry Fanagan being presented with The Father & Son Trophy by Captain Paul Williams  

During the qualifying weekend we had the usual mix of weather conditions, with strong winds being 

the most challenging feature this time around. As in previous years the time sheets, on both Saturday 

& Sunday, filled up quickly with almost 500 Golfers from 80 Clubs attempting to secure one of the 64 

match play slots on offer.  

Given these tough weather conditions, it was not surprising that qualifying scores were higher than 

had been seen in many years, with some 78’s getting in from Saturday and some 76’s from Sunday. 

Castle was again well represented in the knock out stages, with 15 pairs qualifying, with other notable 

qualifiers being the Butlers of Dunmurray Springs/Naas who led the qualifiers with a net score of 68.  

Simon and Peter Murray were the leading Castle pair on 71.  The leading gross score of the qualifiers 

was 74 by the O’Connor’s of Foxrock.  Other notable qualifiers were the 2015 Champions and multiple 

winners Michael & Stephen Finlan who went down to Seamus & Ross McCormack from Naas, the 

Centenary Captain from Grange, Hugh Millar and his son Sean who succeeded against Mark & 

Daragh Fagan from Blessington Lakes on the 19th hole and former Laois Footballer and Senior Cup 

winner Michael Turley and his son Jake from Elm Park won through against Michael and Mike Cronin 

from Grange – again former winners of the Father & Son.  

Also qualifying from Milltown GC was Jody Fanagan, with a handicap of +1, who has previously 

beaten Major Winners Tiger Woods and Padraig Harrington, along with his son Harry, who won on 

18th in a thrilling match against Castle's Jim and Fergal Moran.  

Throughout the week, we had some great line-ups, with the Des (Snr) & Des (Jnr) Leavy from Castle 

winning their 1st Round match on the 20th Hole to the Roe’s from Powerscourt and Simon & Peter 

Murray losing their 1st Round match to the Kenny’s of Greystones on the 23rd Hole in near darkness, 

as we approached 10.00pm. 

As the competition unfolded and the standard of golf increased, we arrived at the Semi-Final stage 

with 4 excellent pairs, namely Peter & Graham O’Connor (Foxrock) v Garry & Paul Flood (Castle) and 

Jody & Harry Fanagan (Milltown) V Robert & Aengus McCarthy (Elm Park). Interestingly, three of 

these sons were quite young with Harry Fanagan aged 16years, Paul Flood aged 14years and 

Aengus McCarthy only 12years of age.  
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The final saw the very popular winners, the Fanagan’s, overcoming our leading gross qualifiers, the 

O’Connor’s 4&3. 

This year marked the end of CPL Resources sponsorship of the Father & Son and we would like to 

thank, most sincerely, Paul Carroll and Anne Heraty for their generous support over the past three 

years. Whilst the winners of the Competition were the Fanagan’s, it must be said that yet again Castle 

Golf Club was the real winner, with the Course Condition (Paul Fitzgerald) the talk of the week and no 

doubt these positive comments will be brought back to the membership of all those Golf Clubs 

represented during the competition. Finally the warm welcome given by both Members & Staff, is 

something that has become synonymous with our great Club and something that was found in 

abundance during this week. 

 

8th All Ireland Mother & Daughter - Louise Church  
 

The Mothers and Daughter Trophy is retained at Castle Golf Club 

The 8th All Ireland Mother & Daughter Foursomes Open competition got underway in Castle Golf Club 
on Monday 8th August 2016.   
The weather God looked favourably on us again this year.  Clearly Mothers and Daughters are a 

favourite with the powers that be.  We had a large number of new competitors this year which was 

wonderful, in addition to welcoming back many of our regulars.   

This year we welcomed MediPharm as our main sponsor.  All competitors were delighted with the 

super goody bags provided by MediPharm which were packed with creams, hair products and a 

MediPharm voucher.  

We had over 100 competitors from 24 clubs from all over Ireland and a few visitors from abroad.   

The 2015 winners Joanne and Ellen Smyth were in mighty form and defended their title to become the 

first pair to “do the double”.   

There was a great crowd in the clubhouse for dinner and prize giving and the verdict from one and all 

was “looking forward to next year”.  Well done to all the winners and competitors. 

Date for the Diary: 2017 Mother & Daughter Foursomes will take place on Monday 21st August 2017 

2016 Results 

1st Joanne Smyth (12) & Ellen Smyth (23)  - Castle GC 38 Pts 

2nd Siobhan McCarthy (16) & Emily McCarthy (28)  - Castle GC 35 Pts 

3rd Arlene Brislane (13) & Doreen Brislane (30)  - Rathfarnham GC 35 Pts 

Front 9 Ann Doyle (12) & Aly Doyle (7)  -  Castle GC 19 Pts 

Back 9  Marian Cullen (17) & Aisling Cullen (27) -  Powerscourt GC/Roehampton GC 

From Barbara Cooney (6) & Anne Cooney (23) -  Laytown & Bettystown   

19 Pts 
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Pictured Above (L to R): 

Joanne Smyth – Winner, Colin Galligan - Medipharm, Ellen Smyth – Winner, Bernie Murray – Lady Captain  

 

Course –  Eamonn Duggan  

 

 

One of our core principles is that we strive to present our course in the best possible condition and 

offer a golfing challenge to members and visitors alike. This principle is underpinned by a programme 

of constant improvement, building on work done in previous years. This can involve major 

refurbishments as was the case with the green complexes some years ago, but more frequently by 

minor programmes which may not be that significant in themselves but cumulatively have a significant 

effect. Recent activity has focused on improving the green surrounds and “run-off” areas, improving 

the grass quality around bunkers and addressing specific drainage issues. These incremental 

improvements happen without detriment to the quality of our greens, fairways and rough. 

This year was even busier than usual with the hosting of the Irish Boys Amateur in late June in 

addition to the numerous annual events. 

Our thanks are due to Paul Fitzgerald, Niall Morgan and their colleagues on the Course Team for the 

continuing hard work, attention to detail and knowledge required to achieve the results that we have 

come to expect. There were a number of staff changes this year and, under the guidance of Paul, the 

new staff have been fully integrated into the Team and the “Castle way” 

The specific items that warrant highlighting are as follows: 
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The Weather:  

We cannot control the weather, the best we can do is to try to plan for it and then respond to its 

impacts. The first of the winter storms arrived in December and was quickly followed a succession of 

others. However it was the storms in late January and early February that visited most damage on the 

Course. We also experienced periods of excessive rainfall and drought, and the drainage and 

irrigation systems were both challenged to perform.   

Leylandii Tree Removal:  

One element of our Tree Management Plan is the removal of Leylandii from the interior of the course 

and much of this work is now completed. A small number of Leylandii remain and they will be removed 

over the next few years. 

Selective Removal of Trees:   

Significant overcrowding is occurring at various locations on the course and we continue our 

programme of selective removal. In these areas the trees are too dense to allow grass to survive 

which results in erosion and exposure of tree roots. Following removal, the area is re-seeded and on 

occasions a covering of top-soil is also applied. This selective removal has the added benefit of 

allowing greater movement of air across the fairways providing additional drying and preventing the 

occurrence of disease. 

Crown-raising of Trees:  

In conjunction with the selective removal of trees we also have a programme to crown-raise trees to 

further encourage the growth of grass and reduce soil erosion. This programme has now been in 

operation for several years and the benefits are starting to be observed. 

First and Second Holes:  

Some additional drains were installed between the first green and second tee during the winter to deal 

with a localized issue. The middle section of the second fairway still needs to be addressed and there 

is a proposal to install some new drains over the coming winter. 

Fifth Hole:  

The height of the trees behind the fifth green was reduced to increase winter light to the green, 

promote growth and minimise the potential for diseases to develop. The height of the pine trees was 

not reduced so as to provide a more natural look to the tree line. 

Seventh Hole:  

The next phase of the removal of the Leyandii to the left hand side of the seven hole was undertaken 

and the area re-turfed during the winter. The out-of-bounds line has been moved back to the row of 

popular trees providing a large “bail-out” area to the left of the stream. 

A number of Leyandii trees remain but they will not be removed for some years until the trees in the 

“Centenary Wood” have developed sufficiently to provide protection to the boundary.  

The granite wall was extended around the pond and the small dam that regulates the water level was 

repaired. Consideration will be given to extending the granite facing along the stream towards the 

bridge over the coming years.  



22 | P a g e  

 

Eleventh Hole:  

The work behind the eleventh hole was completed with the planting of a laurel hedge and the 

transplanting of several trees. The latter was done to provide a degree of immediate shielding to the 

boundary. Once the laurel hedge has matured consideration will be given to the removal of these 

trees. Finally the ground around the trees was re-turfed to improve the overall appearance of the area. 

The left hand boundary suffered the loss of a significant number of trees in the storms in January and 

February. About ten trees were felled, a few just beyond the fairway bunker on the left, but the majority 

close to the green. As a consequence our boundary is now exposed in this area. The life of the 

remaining mature trees is unknown but is limited due to their species and age. In order to try to extend 

their life span, their height was lowered to reduce the wind loading on them.  

A number of young trees had been planted in this area the previous October, but a major tree planting 

programme will be required to re-establish the tree cover. It will take significant time for any new trees 

to mature and therefore it is important that the existing mature trees remain standing for as long as 

possible. 

Sixteenth Hole:  

While the installation of a net and reshaping of the hole was completed last year, it was necessary to 

extend the net by an additional 15 m following a number of balls crossing the boundary at the level of 

the green. Some remediation was necessary of the drainage in the area where the cross-mound had 

been removed. This involved re-opening the drains and-re filling with sand to ground level. 

Tree Management:  

The management of our tree population continues to be a significant challenge. We are fortunate 

however, due to previous actions, to have a large number of young trees that can be transplanted to 

critical areas on the course and boundaries. We will again bring in the “tree spade” in October with a 

view to transplanting 25 – 30 trees. 

The tree management process is detailed in our Tree Management Plan, a document that is updated 

annually in consultation with our Tree Surgeon.   

Bunkers:  

Our bunkers continue to be a source of discussions both favourable and otherwise.  We continue to 

manually rake our bunkers and only use the mechanical bunker rake after periods of heavy rain and 

during long dry spells, approach which continues to yield positive results.  The programme to 

remediate the edging of bunkers was completed this year. 

We have a magnificent golf course, one that received praise from many people, including Padraig 

Harington, when he described our greens as “better than those on the professional tour”. 

Our sincere thanks go to Paul and his Team for their magnificent work and we look forward to another 

fantastic year in 2017. 
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House – Dining, Bar and Premises – Maria Beaton 

The House Committee meets regularly to plan improvements, resolve service and maintenance issues 

and to plan for future repair and maintenance. The committee works closely with the General Manager 

and Facilities Manager and reports to the Board regularly.  

Strategic Development Review Committee (SDRC) 

Following the presentation of a report by the SDRC to members at the 2015 AGM, a number of 

recommendations from that report have been brought forward for further review. House is a 

fundamental part of the discussions and on-going development in addition to the day to day 

management.  

Repairs and Maintenance 

The level of expenditure on repairs and maintenance is increasing year on year reflecting the age of 

the original installations, some of which are reaching the end of their viable economic life. 

Catering 

House interfaces with catering on facilities and service levels. We are pleased that the service 

provided by our caterers has been of a very high standard this year.  

House recommended to the Board to renew the catering contract for a further 12 months and this 

recommendation has been accepted.  

House is actively contributing to the recently established Catering Review Group, set up earlier this 

year to establish options and make formal recommendation to the Board in preparation for a time 

when our current caterers may choose to retire. We have been very lucky to have Liam Horgan 

Catering Limited for 35+ years and need to ensure any replacement in the future is properly planned 

for.  

New Projects 

As the SDRC was progressed this year no major projects had been budgeted for 2016. Funds were 

allocated to replace the carpet in the men’s locker room. Ongoing refurbishment of locker room 

facilities will not fall under the SDRC recommendations but will be included in ordinary annual spend 

and undertaken as required.  

Committee 

I would like to thank Gerry Kane, Karl Devenney and Eleanor Fitzgerald for their valued contributions 

to the committee.  
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Social – Sarah Harkin  

The 2015 Social Event drew to a "foggy" close with the traditional Halloween fireworks display being 
barely visible due to the descending fog.  The evening still finished with a bang as Cruella and her 
team presented all children in their costumes with a special Castle medallion. 

 
 
The traditional Farewell to the Captains entertained a capacity crowd to a real variety show of home 
entertainment from a truly talented Castle Cast.  

 
 
The Christmas Dinner and New Year's Eve events remain on the calendar.  Smaller than usual 
numbers attended the former due to the retirement lunch for David Kinsella the previous day. The 
annual black tie dinner to celebrate New Year’s Eve treated over 100 people to some glitzy decor and 
sumptuous fare while the guests supplied all the glamour. 
 
The putting quiz moved the competition from the golf course to the bar as teams of 4 participated in a 
table-quiz with 3 bonus points on offer for those able to putt a ball from 12 feet. It seems the carpet 
has more slopes than the greens in Castle.  
 
There were a number of new events to the Social Diary this year.  
 
A six week wine appreciation course in January ably taught by Irelands Top award winning 
Sommelier, Julie Dupouy, enthralled the participants as they wandered round the world via the 
vineyards.  Julie subsequently took bronze in the World Sommelier competition.  Nothing but the best 
for Castle "Students". 
 
Valentine's Night saw over 150 members and guests entertained by the Drawing Room Opera 
Company who successfully returned to Castle after a number years to enthral the audience with some 
light opera numbers. 
 
The March slot this year was filled with a night of Ceoil agus Rince to celebrate La Feile Phadraig.  A 
travelling group from Carlow played traditional Irish music and demonstrated some dancing sets 
before guiding the members through some of their very own Set Dances.  Their travelling Seanachai 
regaled all presents with some traditional Irish stories.  Not to be outdone Castle's very own Simpson 
family muscled in on the acts to provide their own entertainment. A highlight of the evening was a 
rendition by Castle's very own Denis O’Callaghan. 
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In celebrating 100 years of the Easter Rising Pat Cooke steered the audience through Castle's journey 
during the Easter Rising and Independence. A very informative talk was followed by a sumptuous 
supper.  
 
The Summer BBQ took on a "Stetsons and Stilettoes" theme with some line-dancing demonstration 
and participation. The numbers were well down from the usual capacity crowd which may be attributed 
to the theme or the separation of the event from Captain's week into the peak holiday window. 
 
While the number of 9 and Dines was reduced, it was possible to slot in an extra one to satisfy 
demand.  Between 30 and 40 Visitors participated in these events, many of whom enjoyed their trip to 
Castle to compete for the coveted Castle medallions so much that they only left when security came to 
lock up. 
 
The highlight of the summer had to be the Corona's gig one balmy summer evening.  The club house 
rocked as they treated everyone to a sample of the set list from their upcoming European tour which 
was being performed live for the first time.  The guys love to play at Castle, both on stage and on the 
golf course.  Let's hope we don't have to wait too long before they shake the club to its foundations 
again. 
 

 
 
Many thanks to the Social Committee, the Captains for their input, and to the members for attending 
and supporting the variety of events over the year. 
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Marketing and Communications – Brendan Butler 

 

The Marketing and Communications Committee continued to keep members up to date on all the 

activities that took place during the year. Regular texts and emails, including Castle Tidings were key 

to communicating with members in an immediate fashion. The Club website is regularly monitored and 

refreshed with weekly news and is user friendly irrespective of which device you are using. The gallery 

continues to be the most visited section of the website (along with Book a Tee time). A new Club App 

was launched earlier in the year with many new features and its Live Scoring facility was used during 

the recent finals in which the Club was involved. We would like to ask members to always “Think 

Castle” when they are organising any family/work/group outing or hosting a function. We have 

wonderful facilities in our Club and they should be used by members whenever possible. 

 

Boundary Committee  - Kevin Cronin 

The Boundary Committee continues to monitor all activity along our boundaries. The Course 
Superintendent and General Manager continue to have dialogue with our neighbours where necessary 
to deal with all issues that arise along our boundary. 
 
 

Charitable Activities – Barry Mc Conville & Andrea Fitzgerald 

The Member’s Charity Day was held on May 22nd and once again Castle members showed their 

generosity and initiative raising the wonderful sum of €21,000. The primary beneficiaries of the money 

raised were; ‘Look Good, Feel Better’, a post-cancer consulting and advisor service together with the 

St. Francis Hospice, Blanchardstown. Many thanks to everyone who contributed and worked so hard 

to make the day a great success. 

 
Bridge – Vivienne Cosgrave  

 

 
 
The 2015/16 season was a good year for the Bridge section, with on average 20 tables playing in our 
Monday night competitions. 
 
This season a new competition was introduced, The President's prize. The format was a draw for 
playing partner to be played on one night and this year it was played on February 1st with 80 players 
taking part. 
 
As always our major competitions were very well supported and keenly contested, this season the 
honours went to: 

Centenary Trophy:  Aileen Lyons, Mary Murray, Tony Bourke & Tom Woulfe. 
President’s Prize:    Ciara Gleeson & Claire O’Donoghue. 
Silver Salver:    Tom & Anne Woulfe. 
Joyce Church Trophy:  Paula Dineen & Aileen Redmond.   
Silver Plate:   Seamus Feely & Marie Mortimer. 
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Our congratulations also to both Tom and Anne Woulfe on their fantastic achievement of becoming 
Area Bridge Masters. 
 
We participate in two inter golf club matches annually and unfortunately were beaten in both. The 
Rose Bowl Trophy was won for the first time by Dun Laoghaire Golf Club, we didn’t disgrace ourselves 
finishing closely behind in third spot. Once again Grange took the honours in our annual match but the 
winning margin is getting smaller. 
 
The highlight of our year was the visit of BJ O’Brien President of the Dublin South Region of the CBAI 
(Contract Bridge Association of Ireland) and also a member of the Irish International Team.  It was a 
great honour to play with him and afterwards he took questions and discussed how he would have 
played some of the hands.   
The annual charity night was one of our best attended nights with 100 players, this year we raised 
€2,400 for the Irish Pilgrimage Trust and we thank all those who supported the night by playing or 
making a donation.  
 
 
Pavilion Members – Liam Curran  

 
This year we had quite a few new Pavilion members join Castle and most attended their special 
‘introductory welcoming night’ and our AGM. 
At our AGM four existing committee Members returned (Liam Curran, Steve Graham, Collette 
McCrann, Fiona McDonagh) and four new Members were voted onto our Committee (Steve Finlan, 
Geraldine Hughes, Mark Keating and Greg Magrane). 
 
The Captain and Lady Captain’s prize to Pavilion Members held on 29th April saw a full timesheet 
followed by a full restaurant with music and revelry late into the night. 
Fiona McDonagh (32) won the Ladies with 38pts and Greg Connolly (19) won the Men’s with 41pts. 
 

   
 
Throughout the Year we held seven individual’s competitions and also a Pavilion Open Invitation Day 
on 15th August which was a great success. 
 
We had a ‘Waltz’ scramble which was a great format which everyone enjoyed, followed by dinner in 
restaurant where Captain Paul Williams presented the prizes. 
The Matchplay Cup and Plate, both Ladies and Gents, are now at the Final stages, and Finals will be 
played in the next couple of weeks. 
 
We played our Annual Castle Pavilion Members vs Grange Pavilion Members away in July with the 
home leg being played in Castle on 21st August. 
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We had 11 teams – 22 players and are delighted to say we retained the Cup for another year, which 
Captain Paul Williams presented on the night. 
 
2016 saw the introduction of ‘Golfer of the Year’, a new competition for both Ladies and Men Pavilion 
Members.   
 
Last year we introduced a ‘WhatsApp’ system for social golf and to update members with events both 
social and golf related.  This year it really seems to have taken off and I think we owe a lot of our large 
turnouts and people participating in Club events to the app. 
 
Our Annual Dinner and Prize Giving night will take place on Saturday 19th November and yet again we 
hope to ‘fill the house’ with music and craic into the early hours. 
 
Our Final event will be our ‘Turkey Shoot’’ on Sunday 27th November and that will conclude the official 
functions of a very busy and successful year for the Pavilion Members. 
 
 
Good Companions – Tom Lee 

Ours was a fairly uneventful year but with a disappointing first half due to a number of competition 
cancellations as a result of wet weather. We used a little PR early on to acquaint all members of The 
Castle about the Good Companions and their story, by posting a short script on the Noticeboard. 
 
Probably the most important role of the Good Companions continues to be the enjoyment of golf and 
its afters by us older members in our traditional spirit of genuine friendship and camaraderie, laced 
with a good humour and also shared, post golf, by our non-playing members. 
 
The highlights of the year, in addition to our great Trophy Days, included our Away Day in 
Castlewarden Golf Club and our Captain’s Day on August 18th. At the latter we were joined by our 
Club Captain, Paul Williams, who not only played excellent golf but later entertained us in his very 
personable way at our well attended dinner. The winner of the Captain's Day prize was the 
redoubtable John Keogh who posted an amazing score. 
 
As part of our very long standing tradition of the Good Companions Charity Day we were pleased to 
add the proceeds to The Castle Charity Day fund. 
 
Our Mixed Day was held on Sept. 22nd, where we had an excellent turnout. 
 
 
Snooker Season 2015-16 – Mark Byrne 

At a time when snooker appears to be dwindling, the Castle golf club continues to buck the trend with 

more and more people getting involved. 

The box leagues continue to be a major success and congratulations to all the winners last season 

Before Christmas  After Christmas  

Division 1 Garry Lyons Division 1 Mark Byrne 

Division 2 Brendan Flynn Division 2 Gerry Kane 

Division 3 Gary Talbot Division 3 Killian Banks 

Division 4 Nick McAuliffe Division 4 Brendan Walsh  

Division 5 Killian Banks Division 5 Diarmuid McAuliffe 

Division 6 Brendan Walsh Division 6 Ronan Burke 

Division 7 Frank Kennedy Division 7 Stephen Finlan 

Division 8  Diarmuid McAuliffe   
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Ted Fearon 
 
With such a range of talent now available to the selection committee, the retention of the Ted Fearon 

trophy was a priority.  We reached the final with a comprehensive 5-1 win over the Grange and all to 

play for against Milltown in the final.  With Castle 3-1 behind at the interval, the nerves were kicking in 

but class told in the end as we clawed our way back and ultimately won in a final frame decider.  This 

was one of the greatest finals since this competition was set up and fortunately a packed audience 

was there to enjoy it. 

Interclub League 
 
The interclub league is made up of a number of south-side golf clubs playing each other on a two 

weekly basis. The best seven from each club play a mixture of singles and doubles on the night with 

all winning points going towards the final league table.  Unfortunately after a great start, the Christmas 

period was not kind to us and two poor results in a row had us on the back foot.  We managed to fill a 

respectable third place but hopes are high for a better performance next season. 

Club Competitions 
 
The knockout cup competitions are the highlight of the season and yet again this season’s competition 

did not disappoint with another great finals night.  The Martin Connor was won by Declan McNiff 

beating Gary Talbot and the Intermediate was won by Nick McAuliffe getting the better of Mick Murray. 

But the only show in town this night was Eric Goodwin battling back from losing the first frame to beat 

Mark Byrne in the snooker championship with a 3-1 score line. After nearly a quarter of a century 

trying to win this coveted title, Eric finally broke the curse and in his sixth final powered to an 

impressive victory.  A very popular victory with the crowd and indeed his opponent as Eric has 

knocked on the door so often.  Fortunately another valuable member of the snooker fraternity was 

there to witness the event, Frank Goodwin (his father) a fantastic supporter of Castles snooker over 

the years had witnessed all the previous losses and it was indeed a very proud moment for him also. 

 

As always if you are interested in joining the snooker please contact any of the committee  

Snooker committee:  
Gerry Kane (chairman), Declan McNiff, Mark O’Riordan, Brendan Flynn, Mark Byrne 
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GUI & ILGU Committees 

The Annual General Meetings of the ILGU was held on 1st December 2015 and the GUI 

AGM was held on 7th December 2015 and those elected to office were:   

GUI:  

Paul Williams: Captain   

Barry McConville: Vice Captain   

William McAuliffe, Gerry Moran and Brendan Meaney were elected to GUI Committee. 

  

ILGU:   

Bernadette Murray: Captain   

Andrea Fitzgerald: Vice Captain  

Mary Brennan, Grainne Dunne, Anne Hogarty and Geraldine Moran were elected to the 

ILGU Committee.  

 
 
Board of Directors  

 

At the Annual General Meeting of the Club held on 7th December 2015, Jim Pender was re-

elected as Club Chairman, Ronan Murphy was re-elected Club President and Derek Page 

was re-elected as Finance Director.   

 

Mary Brennan and Philip Murphy were elected to the Board of Directors.   

There were 13 Board Meetings held throughout the year. 

 

Sub – Committees 2016 

 

All committees are available to view on the Castle Golf Club website.  

  

Please visit the following link for more information on each sub-committee 
 
http://www.castlegc.ie/the-club/committees.114.html 
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Prize Winners 2016 

ILGU Prize Winners 

Competition Winner Runner Up  

Lady Captain’s Prize Sinead Heraty Maria Beaton  

Captain’s Prize to Ladies Johanna McWeeney Sally Lynch  

President’s Prize Connie Keogh Siobhan Caffrey 

Scratch Cup  Aedin Murphy Sally Ann Lenehan 

Victory Cup  Mary T Fitzpatrick Angela O’Connor 

Jessie Taylor Perpetual  Johanna McWeeney Terry Egan  

Jubilee Cup Betty Bourke Patricia Rowan  

Glen Abbey Trophy Stephanie Haughton   

Fourball Matchplay  Claire Daly & 

Paula Dineen 

Josie McWeeney &  

Geraldine Fogarty  

Foursomes Matchplay Fiona Norris & 

Sarah Halpin 

Sinead Heraty & 

Lorraine Crighton  

Golfer of the Year Betty Bourke  

Mary Nowlan Cup  Connie Keogh  

 

GUI Prize Winners 

Competition Winner Runner Up 

Captain’s Prize Brian O’Meara Harry Gleeson 

President’s Prize Ted Murphy Shane Daly  

Club Championship Rob Moran  Ross McKeever 

Senior Championship EJ Bourke  Eamonn O’Doherty  

Intermediate Championship John C Byrne Brian Cunningham  

Junior Championship John Glennon Adrian Fogarty  

Junior Shield Harry Gleeson  Fergal Moran  

St Patrick’s Cup John Sheridan  Trevor Steedman 

Bailey Cup Michael Neary  Brendan Foley 

Gold Medal Gary O’Doherty Jim Pender 

Autumn Trophy Brendan Meaney  Eamonn Duggan  

Golfer of the Year Harry Gleeson   
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Professionals Prize Martin Keane Ben Murray  

Millennium Trophy Barry Kelly  

Willie Holley Trophy Ronan McDermott  

Spring Cup John Gleenon   

Barton Cup David O’Beirne   

Mixed Foursomes Eamonn & Sylvia O’Doherty  Austin Duke & Deirdre Hoey 

Lady Captain’s Prize To GUI Simon O’Hare   

Fourball Championship Ross Kinsella & Garry Flood Thomas Smyth & Philip Murphy 

Foursomes Championship Hugh Bregazzi & Jake Kinsella Rob Stanley & David Cosgrave 

 

 

Juvenile Prize Winners 

Competition Winner Runner Up 

Captain’s Prize to Boys Charlie Holland Sean McGrath 

Captain’s Prize to Girls Aoife Leavy Kate Feely 

O’Meara Cup Colm Fitzpatrick Adam Kerr 

Mary Walsh Trophy Roisin Caffrey Aoife Leavy 

Golfer of the Year (Boys) Ben Cregan  

Golfer of the Year (Girls) Ciara Leavy   

Juvenile Boys Matchplay Paul Flood Dylan Smyth  

Juvenile Girls Matchplay  Ellen Smyth  Roisin Caffrey  
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Conclusion 

 
We have enjoyed our year and we thank you all for the honour of serving as your Captains in what has 
been a memorable year on and off the golf course. 
 
To win three provincial pennants and one All-Ireland pennant is a great achievement.  We 
congratulate the players and managers of our Ladies’ Junior Cup and Men’s Senior Cup teams on 
their provincial success and on reaching their respective All-Ireland Finals.  We extend congratulations 
to our Men’s Junior Cup team on their provincial pennant and on their long overdue All-Ireland 
pennant. 
 
Many of our other teams performed very well, a special mention to our Ladies’ Bloom Trophy team 
who reached the final, only to come up just short of a hat trick of victories. 
 
All players, managers and our team coordinators deserve our thanks and appreciation for the work 
done in representing our Club and in ensuring that the ethos of our game is upheld in the heat of 
battle. 
 
Our teams received great support from members, we know that players appreciate the support and we 
pass on our thanks to all those who took the trouble to attend matches, especially the away matches. 
 
From an individual perspective, we congratulate Alex Gleeson on winning the Irish Amateur Close 
Championship.  Alex was narrowly beaten in last years final, his victory is well deserved and hard 
earned. 
 
We also want to thank all those who have worked so hard in supporting our Junior Golf Programme.  
Their efforts, this year and in previous years, have played a big part in our on-course successes. 
 
The social side of life continues to thrive.  Be it Snooker, Bridge or music and dancing we have all 
enjoyed many a good night in the Club.  We congratulate our snooker players on winning the Ted 
Fearon and commiserate with the bridge team who narrowly failed to defend the Rose Bowl. 
 
To all those who served on committees and gave of their time for the benefit of all we say, on behalf of 
all members, thank you for your work.  It makes our Club work. 
 
Our staff are both dedicated and professional and unfailingly courteous and welcoming.  Their efforts 
help to ensure the reputation of Castle as a warm, friendly and welcoming golf club.  We extend to all 
our staff our deep appreciation of their continuing contribution to the Club. 
 
Finally we say a big thank you to Barry McConville and Andrea Fitzgerald for their support and 
camaraderie throughout the year and we wish them well in 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul Williams,         Bernadette Murray, 
Captain.         Lady Captain. 
 


