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IntroducƟon  

This report contains a review of the Club’s acƟviƟes for the year ended 31st October 
2023. 
 
While we have tried to capture as many of the key events and acƟviƟes as possible the 
sheer scale of undertakings means that some may have been overlooked. Please be 
assured that this was not intenƟonal. 
 
Castle Golf Club and its members work together throughout the year to make this club 
a special place for all members. 
 
In this report we have kept all “Thank You’s” to a minimum as there are so many 
members involved in different aspects of running the club - from teams (players, 
caddies, managers & backroom), commiƩees, event management and daily logisƟcs. 
Indeed, it is impossible to include everyone, and we run the risk of missing out people. 
If you are involved in any of these acƟviƟes, please be assured that your involvement, 
commitment, and dedicaƟon is very much appreciated, and your contribuƟon is 
essenƟal in terms of making Castle Golf Club a truly wonderful place to be a member. 
 
We hope the Annual Report captures the essence of what makes Castle Golf Club so 
special. 
 

Obituary   

It is with deep regret that we record the deaths of the following members over the 
past year: 

Anthony Bregazzi, Yvonne Church, Frank A Clarke, John Daly, Margaret Dawson, James 
V Doyle, Maura Doyle, Maura O’Brien-Doyle, Mary Fingleton, Louise Jennings, Jill/Mary 
Kelleher, Maura McEvoy, Patricia A Rowan, Viven Wallis, Chris Walsh, Mark Hutch. 

 
We extend our sincere sympathies to their families. 
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Chairman Report – John Coman 

Another very successful year for the Club as once again your Club has won a record 
number of All Ireland and Leinster pennants during such a superb year for our Captains 
Anna and Frank. CongratulaƟons and thanks to all team members, managers and 
volunteers who give unsparingly of their Ɵme, without which such achievements are 
not possible. 

In thanking and recognising our staffing we also wish Bernie a very happy reƟrement 
aŌer 20 years. Paul Paterson, our General Manager, Barbara our Office Manager, 
supported so ably by Elaine and Philip our Facility Manager, have seƩled nicely into 
their new roles and our team in the Caddymaster facility have been great. Our course 
team led by Paul Fitzgerald have delivered a fantasƟc golf course that every member 
should be proud of aided in the early part of the year with the irrigaƟon system which 
has bedded down nicely. Our Contract caterers have conƟnued to provide excellent 
food and service to our members and in our Golf operaƟons our Club Professional Colin 
Clancy and his team have played an integral part of our Club and also our success in 
our team events. A huge thank you also to your Board who have given endless hours 
of their valuable and precious Ɵme to the Club.  

Our men’s locker room upgrade project has been completed within budget and is a 
welcome improvement and an example of how we can develop our clubhouse faciliƟes 
into the future. 

A number of longer-term capital projects will be included in the strategic plan for the 
Club which is being produced by a very hard-working team led by Jim Moran with 
valued input from our management team, staff and importantly from our members. 
Your contribuƟon to the Plan has been vital and I thank you for your Ɵme and energy 
in this important project.  The Plan will assist the Board in making decisions that align 
with our vision and strategic objecƟves as we move into the next period of managing 
the Club. A significant amount of work will be required to implement the plan 
especially in the next 12 months and we will conƟnue to consult with members on key 
issues within the plan. 

Your Club is in a good financial posiƟon but global economic indicators for the year 
ahead suggest we will need to be prudent and a modest increase in Club subscripƟons 
will be required to maintain the Club at current levels. 

I wish the Board, the members, and the staff well next year as I step down as Chair at 
the AGM. 
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Mens Club Report 

Men’s Interclub – Shane Daly  
 
What a wonderful year with the Club winning the blue ribband compeƟƟon in Irish 
club golf, The All-Ireland Senior Cup 2023, for only the second Ɵme in our history, with 
a 3:2 victory over Naas in the final in Dun Laoghaire. Our Metropolitan Trophy team 
won the metro final with a nerve tangling sudden death playoff over Clontarf aŌer the 
two-legged final was deadlocked aŌer 14 matches. 
 
Apart from achieving success on the course there was a great atmosphere around the 
Club this year with many Sundays in May, June and July featuring ladies and men’s 
fixtures which were superbly supported by Castle members and family.  
 
Summary of the year: 
 All-Ireland Senior Cup Champions and Leinster Area South Champions 
 Metropolitan Trophy Champions 
 15 men’s teams entered compeƟƟons this year in the following categories: 

o 7 green pennants 
o 2 Leinster pennants  
o 6 other inter-club compeƟƟons   

 40 team fixtures 
 220 matches   
 31 managers 
 300 panel members across all our teams 

 
A super effort was made by all managers across all the compeƟƟons we entered. From 
panel selecƟon, organising of official and unofficial pracƟce sessions and Valley 
pracƟce sessions which added to the enjoyment of match preparaƟon. Taking a leaf 
out of the senior cup team preparaƟon many teams used the Valley not alone to hone 
their short game skills but to engender some wonderful team spirit. Colin Clancy was 
a regular contributor across the teams with dedicated team coaching sessions held at 
various Ɵmes in a team’s campaign. 
 
 
The campaigns: 
Our Barton Shield team had a great run coming up a liƩle short in the Leinster Area 
South semi-final. The Jimmy Bruen team got to the third round, losing to Stackstown. 
The Fred Perry and Mixed teams went down fighƟng in round one while our Barton 
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Cup team lost out narrowly to Rathfarnham in the second round aŌer a comprehensive 
victory over Milltown in R1. 
 
Our Super Seniors under the management of MarƟn Keane played four matches in the 
round robin series. Our Bloom, Straffan, JB Carr and Duggan Cup teams were beaten 
narrowly in the early rounds of their respecƟve compeƟƟons.  
 
The Senior Cup campaign started back on 7th May with a win over Edmondstown. 
Further wins followed over Newlands and Carton House with Daniel Holland securing 
victory with an eagle on the 19th. This firmly cemented the view that this team under 
the superb management of Arthur McEvoy and Jeames Beahan could deliver a second 
All-Ireland Ɵtle for Castle GC. A hard fought 3.5:1.5 win over Greystones in the Leinster 
Area South semi-final set up a final v. Hermitage. Castle pulled away winning in style 
4:1. 
 
The All-Ireland series was played in Dun Laoghaire Golf Club on 9th & 10th September. 
A super venue for the finals on an excellently presented golf course. Castle had a great 
win over Lee Valley, Cork in the QF 4:1. The semi-final v. the famed Co. Sligo was a Ɵght 
affair with Rob Moran securing victory on the 19th in the deciding match having been 
two down with three to play.  
 
Castle support over the finals weekend was massive and I have no doubt spurred our 
players on in their matches.  
 
The final v. Naas saw Castle take an early lead (on the score board) only for a serious 
swing in the Kildare club’s favour with three holes to play in two of the key matches. 
With Ross McKeever winning on the 18th after being one down with two to play against 
Rob Brazill. Rob Moran closed out his match 3&2 versus David Marshall. It was left to 
Alex Gleeson to secure victory on the 17th hole in his match. At this stage Jack Walsh 
and Daniel Holland who had played brilliantly but were beaten by superb golf by their 
Naas opponents joined the Castle supporters on the 17th to watch Alex Gleeson. 
 
Gleeson had won the par three 16th with a wonderful birdie, to the deafening roars of 
the Castle supporters, to go one up in a match where he had been one down. Then 
producing the shot of the tournament, he struck a rescue club 244 yards for his second 
to the par 5, 17th roaring it on to the front of the green. Alex duly closed out his match 
v. Sam Gammell and a green invasion with scenes of triumphant jubilation and no little 
tears of joy as players, members and family celebrated an All-Ireland victory. 
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CongratulaƟons to the Team Managers Arthur McEvoy and James Beahan and the 
panel:   
 
Alan Lowry, Alex Gleeson, Daniel Holland, Harry ScoƩ, Jack Olin, Jack Walsh, Peter 
McKeever, Rob Moran and Ross McKeever. 
 

 
 
 
Our Metro team started their six-match campaign with a comprehensive 5.5:1.5 win 
over Powerscourt. Further victories were recorded over Castlwarden, Naas and Elm 
Park in the semi-final. 
 
The final, over two legs, against Clontarf started on a sunny Sunday morning in Castle 
on 3rd September and finished in monsoon like condiƟons in Clontarf on Saturday 30th 
September. Taking a 6:1 lead into the second leg the Castle management duo of David 
and Jake Kinsella sent their team into what they knew would be a massive fight for 
survival from Clontarf. And so that was the way it played out. Sam Sheppard secured 
our first point early in the morning with a comprehensive 7&6 win. Ben McDonell and 
Brendan Meaney went down baƩling on the 18th in their respecƟve matches. Morgan 
Mullarney’s match went to the 21st in what can only be described as swimming pool 
like condiƟons.  
 
The teams couldn’t be separated aŌer 14 matches. Our selected player Sam Sheppard 
stepped up to in the three-hole playoff. All square aŌer the third the players entered a 
sudden death playoff with Sam holding his nerve to secure a super par on the 10th hole 
to scenes of massive celebraƟon from his fellow players and the massive Castle 
support.  
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CongratulaƟons to the management team of David and Jake Kinsella and the panel: 
 
Adam Mooney, Ben McDonnell, Brendan Meaney, Collie Gleeson, Diarmuid McAuliffe, 
Eamonn Duggan, Ed Carty, Finn O’Sullivan, Greg Lenehan, Joe Connor, Kieran Garry, 
Morgan Mullarney, Sam Sheppard and Stephen Graham. 

Finally, to acknowledge some support and to say thank you to: 
 All team managers 
 The players, panellists and caddies  
 Captains Frank and Anna, Vice Captains Siobhan and Brendan 
 Colin and Max in the Proshop 
 Paul Fitzgerald and his team 
 Bar, restaurant and caddy master staff  
 The team in the Office  

 
Managers 2023: 
Senior Cup   Arthur McEvoy & James Beahan 
Barton Shield      Arthur McEvoy & James Beahan 
Junior Cup       James Hanby & Conor Pender 
Jimmy Bruen Shield   Ken McKervey & Karl Devenney 
Pierce Purcell Shield  Greg Magrane & Joe Connor 
Fred Perry   Ken McCoy & Niall McDonnell 
Mixed Foursomes     Conor Agnew & Vivienne Cosgrave 
Barton Cup        Declan Lernihan & Brian Nevin 
Metropolitan Cup     David Kinsella & Jake Kinsella 
Fizgibbon Cup           Declan Lernihan & Brian Nevin 
Bloom Cup        Collie Gleeson & Paul SuƩon 
JB Carr          Diarmuid McAuliffe & Phil Daly 
Super Seniors     MarƟn Keane & Maurice Redmond 
Straffan Cup       Philip Murphy & Liam Curran 
Duggan Cup        Ben Brady, Muirgheas Griffin & Philip Murphy       
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Competition Secretary - Greg Magrane 

Both Saturday and Wednesday competitions were heavily supported throughout the 
main golfing season. On average 204 players played each weekend and our 
Wednesday Invitation events were as always fully subscribed. The 9-hole invitation 
competitions on Wednesday also proved to be very popular throughout the summer.   

 
Our Winter League took place through January and February with 10 teams and 236 
players taking part. The Beatles, captained by Greg Edwards and Donna Reddy, were 
crowned as champions (the 2nd year in a row that Greg and Donna have been the 
winners). The Finals night was a resounding success that was greatly supported with a 
huge turnout of rock stars of all descriptions. Congratulations to Joe Connor, Keara 
Curran and Fiona McDonagh on their fabulous organisation.  

 
The Brian Gleeson Winter Matchplay was as popular as ever with 52 pairs entered with 
Derek Page and Eamonn Duggan as deserved winners. 

 
Our Club Foursomes qualifier kicked off the main season in late March with the April 
Medal and Club Fourball qualifier following closely. 

 
Following some beautiful weather in May and June, Mother Nature decided to exact 
revenge for the remainder of the summer with several weekend competitions either 
completely washed out or rescheduled. 

 
Congrats to all the winners of the various medals, cups, trophies and hampers and in 
particular the Major winners listed below.    

Major Competition Winner No. of Competitors 
Captain’s Prize Graham Walsh 321 
President’s Prize Vincent Cunningham 244 
St. Patrick’s Cup John Downes 229 
Bailey Cup Declan Lernihan 219 

 

Golfer of the Year kicked off with the April Medal and continued right through to mid-
October. As usual it was a very close-run affair with our eventual winner Matthew 
Donnelly just edging home. 
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Our match-play schedule proved to be a little difficult at times mainly due to weather 
and our success in inter-club competitions. Our Finals Day was held over two Sundays 
in September – congratulations to all our winners listed below. 

Event Winner Runner-Up 
Club 
Championship 

Peter McKeever Jack Olin 

Junior Shield Matthew Donnelly Jake Kinsella 
Senior 
Championship 

Gordon Elliot David Kinsella 

Intermediate 
C’ship 

Derek Sweeney David Moran 

Junior 
Championship 

John Bradley Peter Cosgrove 

Club Fourball Jeff Blackburn & David Cosgrove Ken McCoy & Greg Dilger 
Club Foursomes Sam Sheppard & David 

Sheppard 
John Coman & Graham 
Walsh 

Mixed Foursomes Brendan Meaney & Siobhan 
McCarthy 

Morgan & Lee Mullarney 

Gold Medal Paul Murphy Vincent Cunningham 
Autumn Trophy Michael Russell Eoghan McKeever 
Brian Gleeson 
Memorial 

Derek Page & Eamonn Duggan Shane O’Connell & Al 
Murray 

        

When compared to 2022, demand for tee-times was slightly less this year. Some 
Saturdays were played in three ball format – generally when the alternate day was on 
Friday, and it was not a major competition. The Men’s Golf Committee are proposing 
a return to the more traditional three ball format in 2024 in all singles competitions 
and are confident this can be achieved based on information to date. There may be 
some lines played as fourball format in the afternoon, but the majority of lines will be 
three ball. 

 

I would like to thank Joe Connor, Garry Lyons, Gabe McGloin, Mark Lavelle, Dermot 
Connor, Alan Bainbridge, Shane O’Connell and Dec Wyer for all their efforts, support 
and co-operation on the Competition Committee this year. My tenure on the Men’s 
Golf Committee now ends and I would like to thank the Captains and all the committee 
members that I worked with over the past 3 years. I wish Brendan Meaney and his new 
committee every success in 2024. 
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Handicap Secretary Report Greg Edwards 

 
Handicap Committee 2023 
 
Handicap Secretary: Greg Edwards 
Committee Members: Willie O’Brien and Declan Wyer 
 
Role of the Handicap Committee 
 
The handicap committee plays a vital role in the successful administration of a player’s 
Handicap Index and can intervene when the calculated Handicap Index is no longer 
reflective of the player’s demonstrated ability.  
 
Under WHS, club Handicap Committees responsibilities are: 
 

• Annual Handicap Review 
• Apply Penalty scores 

(In the case where a player fails to submit a score from an authorised format of 
play) 

• Allocate/Withdraw/Re-instate Handicap Index 
 
Generally monitoring playing performance against handicaps and problem solving of 
investigations where required. 
 
World Handicap System 
 
The World Handicap System commenced in Ireland on 2nd November 2020, replacing 
Unified Handicapping System (CONGU). Under WHS members Handicap details are 
stored and managed centrally by Golf Ireland.  

 
The following screenshot is from Golf Ireland’s Clubhouse website. Handicap 
Secretaries have administraƟve access to this website for the purposes of carrying out 
our handicapping duƟes.  

 
These include: 

Uploading scorecards for iniƟal handicapping 

Uploading out of region player scorecards 



11 | P a g e  
 
 

Providing interclub handicap reports 

Monitoring players performance 

AdjusƟng handicaps manually 

Access all handicap data to produce handicap reports such as this one and the Annual 
Handicap Review.  

 

 

 

The Handicap CommiƩee conducted the 2022 annual review in November 2022 
resulƟng in: 

 12 handicap index increases  
 5 handicap reducƟons  

 

Handicap Highlights for 2023 

 

New Handicaps Awarded: 18 (2022 - 25) 
Exceptional Score Reductions: 14 (2022 - 4) 
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Handicap Increases by Handicap committee: 4 (2022 - 4) 
 

During the golf season significant adjustments were: 
 

 The largest handicap index reduction excluding juniors was a 3.8 HI reduction 
followed by 3.7 and 3.5 HI reduction. (2022 – 10,6 and 5 shot reduction) 

 The largest handicap index increase was 9.7 followed by 8 and 7.7 which mainly 
related to initial handicap allocations.  

 We had 135 men with their handicap index increasing by 1 shot or more during 
2023 compared to 183 in 2022, and 147 in 2021. 

 We had 95 men with a reduction in their handicap index by 1 shot or more 
during 2023 compared to 85 in 2022, and 90 in 2021.  
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The number of counting scores played by members during 2023:  
 

 
 

  145 members (23%) did not return any counting scores during the year (183 in 
2022). 

 Excluded 5/6-day members as most members in this category do not return 
scores. 

 Excluded under 18 members as 52% of this membership category did not return 
scores in 2023. 

 
 
The total number of counting scores played in 2023 was 7,468 (7,215 in 2022) with 
6,342 (6,462 in 2022) played in competitions and 1126 (753 in 2022) general play 
scores. General play counting scores represented 15.08% of total counting scores for 
the year. (10.43% in 2022). 
 
Winning singles score patterns for last 4 years 
 
As we still have many comments on the increasing winning singles scores and 
handicaps since moving to WHS, we looked again at the 10 most prestigious summer 
singles competition winning scores and handicaps for the last four years: 
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Competition Score 2020 Score 2021 Score 2022 Score 2023 
St Patrick's Cup 45 points (23) 41 points (12) 40 points (15) 41 points 

(29) 
Professionals Prize 43 points (15) 45 points (10) 43 points (20) 41 points 

(15) 
David Kinsella Claret Jug 66 strokes (5) 66 strokes (18) 61 strokes (17) 64 strokes 

(25) 
Bailey Cup 65 strokes (13) 44 points (10) 63 strokes (19) 64 strokes 

(14) 
Barton Cup 46 points (24) 42 points (16) 44 points (24) 43 points  

(9) 
President's Prize 38 points (22) 42 points (34) 41 points (5) 39 points 

(20) 
Willie Holley Trophy 40 points (16) 41 points (11) 41 points (21) 39 points 

(26) 
Centenary Trophy 42 points (13) 43 points (26) 40 points (21) 41 points  

(8) 
Alexander Trophy 3 Up (12) 66 strokes (4) 43 points (24) 67 strokes 

(10) 
Captain's Prize  76 points (12) 79 points (15) 76 points (29) 72 points 

(10) 
 
Average equivalent points score  41.2  41.75         41.8              40.3 
Average winning playing handicap  15.5  15.6                     19.5               16.6 
 
The trend had been for a slight increase in the winning scores for the previous three 
years, but this has been quite dramatically reversed this year. The average winning 
playing handicap which had increased by 4 shots last year has been knocked back by 3 
shots this year. It’s likely that WHS handicaps are now stabilising at a level that reflects 
actual playing capability or it was just down to bad weather this year.    
 
Annual Handicap Review 
 
Under WHS players submit all singles compeƟƟon scores and are encouraged to also 
submit social/recreaƟonal scores including those from society and any other ouƟngs.  

All scores must be pre-registered, and Golf Ireland encourages all players to use casual 
golf scores for handicapping purposes. 

Members are welcome to contact the Handicap commiƩee at any Ɵme of the year if 
they feel their handicap does not reflect their current playing capability. We will be 
happy to review any such request.  

The annual handicap review process will commence in November 2023 and AHR must 
be issued to Golf Ireland by 31st December 2023. 
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Women’s Report - Paula Leavy 

 

New Year 2023 commenced with a lovely celebraƟon of Nollaig na mBan.  135 ladies 
(members and guests) aƩended a very enjoyable lunch on Friday 6th January to 
celebrate the feast. It was a very social and lively event and lovely to see everyone aŌer 
the busy Christmas period relaxing and having fun. The music aŌer the meal added to 
the atmosphere, and the food was delicious ... a welcome change from cooking 
ourselves!!!! 

The theme chosen for Winter League 2023 was BaƩle of the Bands. It was a popular 
choice and just the new year tonic needed to liŌ our spirits and get us out golfing with 
the women parƟcipaƟng in great numbers.  Unfortunately, we had a wet start but that 
didn't dampen the enthusiasm, commitment, or compeƟƟveness. A fun social evening 
was held mid-February to declare ‘ The Beatles’, led by Greg Edwards and Donna 
Reddy, the worthy winners. 

Captain’s Drive-in took place in glorious sunshine on Sunday 5th February.  Captain 
Anna and Captain Frank were joined by family, friends, and fellow members for an 
enjoyable day. 

Salsa dancing classes ran for six weeks and were aƩended with great enthusiasm by 
men and women alike. Lots of laughs were had and new steps learned! 

Our members who have passed away were remembered at our annual Remembrance 
Service in April. 

The Castle Golf Club trip to the NaƟonal Art Gallery of Ireland was held in May.  25 
members of the club enjoyed a tour of the highlights of the gallery. A special treat was 
entrance to the special exhibiƟon and a guided history of the works of Lavinia Fontana 
– a 16th Century arƟst. She was the first woman to manage her own workshop. 

Our 18-hole golf compeƟƟons commenced on the 21st of March and were supported 
well as were our Sunday Alternate Day compeƟƟons.  Overall, it was a very compeƟƟve 
season this year with members compeƟng in all the compeƟƟons in high numbers and 
parƟcularly encouraging to see the increased parƟcipaƟon by our Intermediate and 
Junior members. 
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MAJOR COMPETITIONS 

Captain Anna’s Prize 

 

 

 

Captain’s Prize week began on Sunday 11th June with the Alternate Day compeƟƟon. 
Captain Anna was there with some of the members of her commiƩee to welcome the 
first players in her compeƟƟon and joined the players for a drink following their round 
of golf. An elegant aŌernoon tea was hosted by Captain Anna on Tuesday 13th June for 
our senior ladies. They had a great Ɵme chaƫng, drinking tea, and tasƟng lovely treats. 

On both Day 1 & Day 2 Pat Markey was busy with his camera capturing the atmosphere. 

Amy Cosgrave played very steady golf and won Captain Anna’s prize with a combined 
score of 73 points over the two days, playing off a handicap of 17. 

The 9-hole Ladies Senior Course compeƟƟon on Day 1 was won by BernadeƩe Kelly 
with 16 points playing off a handicap of 26.  Day 2 was won by Pat Fanning with 17 
points playing off a handicap of 18. 
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President’s Prize to the Ladies  

 

The President Michael Bollard’s prize to the Ladies was won by Adriana Liuzzi with a 
superb score of 38 points playing off a handicap of 27. 

The 9-hole Ladies Senior Course compeƟƟon was won by Eileen McHugh with 19 points 
playing off a handicap of 19. 

 

Captain’s Prize to the Ladies  

 

Captain Frank O’Hare’s prize to the Ladies was won by Mary Brennan with 41 points 
playing off a handicap of 38. 

The 9-hole Ladies Senior Course prize was won by Norrie Egan with 17 points playing 
off a handicap of 17. 
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Professional’s Prize to the Ladies  

 

 

Colin Clancy’s Professional’s Prize was won by Cathriona Horgan with a score of 41 
points playing off a handicap of 18. 

The 9-hole Ladies Senior Course prize was won by Monica Duke with 13 points playing 
off a handicap of 19. 

 

The Australian Spoons 18H Scotch Foursomes All Ireland CompeƟƟon 

Sinead Heraty and Yvonne Manahan (Gross winners) and ColleƩe McCrann and 
Yvonne Kelly (Net winners) qualified to play in the Leinster South Area qualifier in 
Stackstown GC in July but missed out in qualifying for the All-Ireland Finals. 

 

TROPHY WINNERS 2023 

Jessie Taylor Perpetual Cup - Suzanne Elliot 

Mary Nowlan Trophy - Billie Kelly 

Centenary Trophy - Suzanne Lynn 

Glen Abbey Trophy - Catherine Lysaght 

Celeste Kenny Trophy - Clodagh Callan 
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MEDAL WINNERS 2023 

Division 1 

Fiona Shackleton 

KaƟe Dunne 

Marese Kelly 

Lyndsey Glennon 

 

Division 2 

Anne Tynan 

Maeve McMahon 

Jeanne Flanagan 

Leonie Brady 

Liz Cosgrove 

 

Division 3 

Frances Hoban O’Brien 

Catherine Bradley 

Mary Drake 

Marjorie Soden 

Kaye HoweƩ 

 

Golf Ireland Medal Winners 2023 

Silver Medal     Sinead Heraty 

Bronze Medal   Claire Cosgrove 
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MATCHPLAY FINALS 2023 

 
Women’s Club Championship 

Winner - Sally Lenehan 

Runner Up - Sinead Heraty 

 

Women’s Victory Cup 

Winner - Edwina Jennings  

Runner Up - Mary T Fitzpatrick 

 

Women’s Jubilee Cup 

Winner - Mary Whooley 

Runner Up - Shirley Bradshaw 

 

Women’s Millennium Cup 

Winner - Helen Dempsey 

Runner Up - Paula Leavy 

 

Women’s Club Fourball 

Winners - Lorraine Crighton & Niamh Leonard 

Runners Up - Sarah Mahon & Peggy Sheehan 

 

Women’s Club Foursomes 

Winners - Deirdre Hoey & Catriona Pender 

Runners Up - Sarah Mahon & Mary Whooley 
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Women’s Golfer of the Year 

The Golfer of the Year for 2023 was won by Sarah Mahon.  The points were very Ɵght 
at the top of the table this year. 

 
Many congratulaƟons to all our prize winners in 2023 

 

OTHER COMPETITIONS 

 
Women’s Spring Fourball 

This compeƟƟon commenced in March with 31 pairings taking part.  Blanaid Nally & 
JusƟne Agnew were the winners for 2023. 

 
Course Exchange with Grange GC 

We played a team event in sunny and showery condiƟons on the 1st of August and 
enjoyed a tasty lunch menu aŌer our golf. 

 

Women’s Open CompeƟƟons 

We had two very well supported Open CompeƟƟons this year with parƟcipants from 
a variety of clubs. 

 

Charity CompeƟƟons 

Our Play in Pink Day was a great success again this year with 23 teams parƟcipaƟng in 
the Texas Scramble. As always, the generosity of the Castle members shone through, 
and we raised €7,400 which was presented to the NaƟonal Breast Cancer Research 
InsƟtute. 

 

The Glen Abbey Trophy was also greatly supported by donaƟons from both the 
Women’s and Men’s secƟon. Catherine Lysaght was the winner with a fabulous 37 
points. The charity supported this year was a Tallaght based charity called An Cosán 
which offers adult educaƟon and other services to women from disadvantaged areas. 
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Mother & Daughter Open 

Our Mother & Daughter Foursomes Open was played in sunshine and showers with a 
threat of thunder but the weather gods looked favourably on us. All enjoyed lunch and 
prize giving aŌerwards.  Our sponsor, Castle member, Colin Galligan from Medipharm 
provided very generous goodie bags for all the parƟcipants and brilliant prizes for the 
winners. The winners were our very own members Nadine and Cliona Cosgrave with a 
score of 39 points.  This event was organised by Amy Cosgrave with assistance from 
Captain Anna, Louise Callan, Clodagh Callan, Vivienne Cosgrave, Eleanor Fitzgerald, 
Margaret Brennan, and Paula Leavy. 

 

Past Lady Captains Golf & Lunch 

24 Past Lady Captains aƩended the annual golf and lunch in September with Jane 
Neill winning for a second year running! 

 

Captain Anna’s Away Golf Day 

Our annual Captain’s Away Day was held in Courtown Golf Club at the end of 
September.  Despite showery condiƟons everyone enjoyed the day.  We enjoyed a tasty 
lunch and warm welcome from Courtown Golf Club.  Thanks to Vice Captain Siobhan 
for organising the day. 

 

Art ExhibiƟon 

Members and their families were invited to consider submiƫng an example of their 
artwork to showcase their work in a short exhibiƟon from the end of September for 
one month.  We all thoroughly enjoyed admiring the variety of beauƟful pieces of work 
displayed. 

 

CompeƟƟon Results Volunteers 

A special thank you to all the members who volunteered to assist in the producƟon of 
weekly compeƟƟon results, their skills and efforts are hugely appreciated by all of us. 

 

Finally, we would like to thank our wonderful Captain Anna for a great year, for her 
kindness, generosity, and her extraordinary efforts on our behalf. 
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Handicap Report – Suzanne HasseƩ 

 
Ladies Club: Handicap Committee 2023 
Handicap Secretary: Suzanne Hassett 
Handicap Review Committee: Suzanne Hassett, Mary Therese Fitzpatrick, Anne 
Thornton 
 
Role of the Handicap Committee 
 
The role of the handicap commiƩee is to provide oversight at the club level, of playing 
member’s Handicaps Index in accordance with WHS and Golf Ireland guidelines. (The 
World Handicap System commenced in Ireland on 2nd November 2020, replacing 
Unified Handicapping System (CONGU) 

Under WHS, club Handicap Committees responsibilities are follows: 
• Annual Handicap Review 
• Apply Penalty scores (In the case where a player fails to submit a score from an 

authorised format of play) 
• Allocate/Withdraw/Re-instate Handicap Index 

 
Handicap Committees are also responsible for allocation of new handicaps, general 
monitoring of playing performance against handicap, acting as a source of advice for 
members and assisting on handicap issues and investigations within the club. 
 
Under WHS, members handicap details are stored and managed centrally by Golf 
Ireland’s Clubhouse system. Player’s handicap records are updated when qualifying 
results are uploaded from Castle’s competition system (HandicapMaster) to 
Clubhouse; such upload occurs automatically and daily. General Play scores are 
submitted directly to the Clubhouse system if players use the Golf Ireland App; 
Members can review their Handicap records via the Golf Ireland portal or the Golf 
Ireland Mobile App.  
 
Castle GC provides women members with the following 6 disƟnct measured courses 
for submission of Handicap counƟng scores (when in Acceptable Scoring condiƟon): 

Markers/Course Name Par Slope RaƟng 
Women’s Red 72 131 73.4 
Women’s Red Senior’s 72 125 72.0 
Women’s Red F9 36 131 36.7 
Women’s Red B9 36 130 36.7 
Women’s Red Seniors F9 36 125 36.0 
Women’s Red Seniors B9 36 125 36.0 
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Handicap Highlights for 2023 

 
 New Handicaps awarded: 10 (2 Adults, 1 Intermediate, 7 Juniors) 

 
 296 members returned handicap counting scores during the 2023 season.  

 
 A total of 3,751 handicap counting scores were returned giving an average 

return rate of 12.4 per member.  
 

 Of the 3,751 scores, 95% were returned from Competition and 5% from 
General Play. 

 
 77 players (with fully formed handicaps) lowered their Handicap Index over 

the 2023 season.  
 

 Since the start of the 2023 season, 3 players (including 1 junior) achieved 
reductions in their Handicap Index of over 5 shots.   

 
 A further 9 players (incl 2 juniors) achieved HI reduction of 3 or more shots. 

 
 179 players finished the season with a higher Handicap Index, approx. 45% of 

which was less than a +1 shot difference. 
 

 32 active players do not have a Fully Developed Handicap Index 
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Winning Singles Score patterns: WHS v’s pre WHS 
 
Since moving to WHS the incidence of increased winning singles scores and 
handicaps has been suggested. Below is a list of 7 significant summer singles 
competition winning scores and winner handicap for recent years: 
 
CompeƟƟon Score 2020 Score 2021 Score 2022 Score 2023 

Presidents Prize 39 points (22) 42 points (29) 42 points (41) 38 points (27) 

Glenabbey Trophy 39 points (16) 41 points (32) 39 points (26) 37 points (28) 

Mary Nowlan 38 points (29) 39 points (30) 44 points (25) 40 points (41) 

Centenary Cup 44 points (23) 41 points (34) 40 points (37) 38 points (29) 

Men’s Capt’s Prize to Ladies 41 points (17)(1) 42 points (21) 42 points (26) 41 points (26) 

Lady Capt’s Prize , Day 1 40 points (17)(2) 41 points (28) 40 points (25) 40 points (29) 

Lady Capt’s Prize , Day 2 38 points (29)(2) 38 points (21) 39 points (46) 38 points (26) 

     
Average points score 40 41 41 38.9 

Avg winning playing 
handicap 21.9 27.9 33.7 29.4 

(1) 2019 scores as not played in 2020 due to Covid 
(2) 2018 scores as not played in 2020 due to Covid and Strokes comp in 2019 
(3) Playing Handicap used for 2021 & beyond 

 
The trend seen in the two years since the introduction of WHS on higher winning scores 
saw a reversal in the 2023 scores.  While the average winning playing handicap is also 
down on last year, it remains 8 shots higher when compared to 2020/pre WHS.  
 
Annual Handicap Review (AHR) 
 
The Annual Handicap review process will be conducted during November 2023.  
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Ladies Inter Club - Edwina Jennings & Adriana DeLuizzi. 

 

2023 has been a good year for ladies inter club teams. We kicked off the season in 
February with new goals and objecƟves: to get more players involved and new 
managers with fresh ideas to the table. We had a managers meeƟng in February, 
aƩended by managers, assistant managers, Colin Clancy, Anne O’Sullivan and Captain 
Anna MelloƩe. 

This year Golf Ireland introduced some important changes to the playing handicaps 
and team formats, and it was important to clarify these. In March, Alva O’Sullivan, one 
of our pavilion members, gave a talk on pracƟcal nutriƟon advice for health, energy, 
and endurance on and off the golf course, aƩended by all members. 

We had 11 ladies’ teams this year, 8 Golf Ireland and 3 non-Golf Ireland, including the 
new addiƟon of the Darcy cup, which was round robin matches played during winter 
months. This was great preparaƟon for Senior Cup and Senior Foursomes. 

We had over 75 ladies keen to parƟcipate in interclub matches, and so the enthusiasm 
was great following the successes of last year. With the guidance of the managers and 
assistance from Colin, pracƟce began in the valley followed by round robin matches 
early February. 

Interclub matches kicked off in April, and what a great year it has been. 

It started with the senior ladies playing in the Darcy Cup, managed by Lorraine 
Creighton. This prepared them for Senior Cup which followed, where they reached 
semi-finals and were beaten by Elm Park in a very Ɵght match. 

The Intermediate Cup beat Grange Castle and The K Club, then lost to Lucan in the 3rd 
round. 

The Revive AcƟve also reached the 3rd round and lost to a very strong team in Old 
Conna. 

The Minor team, aŌer winning the Leinster final last year, had a good run this year 
under the same management as 2022. They beat Dun Laoghaire, Powerscourt and 
Straffan, all matches with a result of 4/1. However, they then lost out 2/3 to Beechpark 
in the Quarter Finals in a very tough match in the driving rain. 

Both the Challenge Cup and the Boyne Trophy came up against very strong opposiƟon 
in the 1st rounds. They put a lot of hard work into preparing their players, so well done. 

The Bloom Trophy came up against Stackstown in the Semi-finals and lost on the 3rd Ɵe 
hole in a super exciƟng match despite the horrible weather condiƟons. 
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But that’s not all! Castle Ladies Junior Cup team, under the management of Sinead 
Heraty, went on to win both the Regional and All Ireland pennants in nail biƟng 
matches. 

The campaign got off to a nervous start, narrowly beaƟng Hermitage away on the 19th 
hole, played by Kara Sheppard. Then they went on to beat Foxrock comprehensively 
followed by Newlands to win the South Leinster Regional pennant. Then the fun began! 

Next vicƟm was Cork Golf Club, where the Quarter Finals were played on the 3rd of 
September in Blarney. Then it was on to Westport to play Castlebar in the Semi-finals, 
and finally winning out to Castletroy in a very exciƟng final day played in great spirits. 
Rewards for all the hard work. 

A huge thank you to the team managers and their assistants, players, caddies and the 
very important loyal supporters and staff. Everyone has a part to play in the club’s 
success. Also, a special thanks to Colin who is a great supporter of inter club team golf.  

 

Finally, without our beauƟfully maintained golf course, no success is possible!! Thanks 
to Paul and his staff for all their hard work. 
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Junior SecƟon - Brendan Meaney  

 

For 2023, The junior commiƩee agreed and deployed a clear strategy to enhance the 
enjoyment and fun element of Junior golf to increase longer term parƟcipaƟon levels 
across both boys and girls including:   

 Changes to compeƟƟon structures and format   
 IntroducƟon of junior area for lunchƟme “Music Mondays” to enhance 

engagement and friendships  
 Awayday trip to BeƩystown GC for enjoyment and golf   
 Enhancement to coaching and golf development for boys and girls  

 

Junior golf CompeƟƟons   

Strong parƟcipaƟon levels resulted in some marvellous scoring and a significant 
number of juniors reducing their handicaps in 2023  

 

Major compeƟƟon winners were: 

 Junior Captains’ Prizes; Sam Sheppard, Alannah Downes 
 Captains’ Prizes to Juniors; Clara O’Sullivan, Joseph Moran 
 Walsh & O’Meara Cups; Lauren Walsh, James Neary 
 Matchplays; Holly Flood, Finn O’Sullivan, Boys Plate – James Neary 
 Golfer of the Year; Tara Rose Meaney, Sam Sheppard 

 

Interclub Golf  

A significant number of boys and girls parƟcipated strongly in a number of Junior 
interclub and open tournaments, with the Castle Under 15 Boys winning the Paddy 
O’Beirne Trophy (Elm Park trophy) which was a great success.  

It was also great to see several Juniors parƟcipate at senior interclub level and 
congratulaƟons to Sam Sheppard, Finn O’Sullivan and Adam Mooney who made a 
significant contribuƟon to Castle winning the Metropolitan trophy for the first Ɵme in 
the history of Castle GC. 
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It was also very encouraging to witness the contribuƟon of many girls, who recently 
leŌ the junior ranks contribuƟng to the winning of the senior ladies Junior cup all 
Ireland pennant.   

Special thanks to Karl Ward who led out on Interclub golf for Juniors along with 
managing the Juniors away day.  

 

Acknowledgements   

Special thanks to the Junior commiƩee (Gab McGloin, Gary Moran, Jennifer Wilson, 
Karl Ward, Sarah Mahon, Sinead Kane, Siobhan O’Connor, Fionnuala Breathnach and 
Colin Clancy) and all parent and members who supported Junior golf this year   

Special menƟon for Alex from our Caddymasters, who this year played a leading role 
in managing Junior golf compeƟƟons and logisƟcs throughout the summer for our 
Juniors.  
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Course - Eleanor Fitzgerald 

 

 

Figure 1 Early morning at the 18th green 

 

Course CommiƩee: Paul Fitzgerald, Colin Clancy, Paul Paterson, Ross Kinsella, Carol 
Edwards and David Harte. 

The biggest news for our course in 2023 was the compleƟon of the irrigaƟon system 
for our fairways and approaches together with upgrading the sprinklers of the exisƟng 
system for the greens and surrounds. This was the culminaƟon of several years’ work 
by the IrrigaƟon CommiƩee, to whom we owe a huge thanks. 

The six-month project commenced in late September with minimal disrupƟon to the 
golf course. 

 

Figure 2 Fairway sprinklers and ground repairs 
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During the winter months Paul Fitzgerald and his team worked in tandem with the 
Contractor to ensure that all disturbed ground was repaired in a Ɵmely fashion. 
Considering the scope of the works carried out, the course was handed back to the 
members in remarkably good condiƟon for the start of the 2023 Golfing season.  

 

 

Figure 3 Tartan Fairway 

 
Fairways: Spring growth and the early applicaƟon of ferƟlizer gave us a vigorous flush 
of growth in early May. This took the course team a couple of weeks to bring under 
control. Since then, the fairways have been presented in excepƟonal condiƟon. The 
twice-yearly sanding and aeraƟng, coupled this year with judicious use of the irrigaƟon 
system during a drought period in May/June, have worked together to give us beƩer 
fairway condiƟons - improved growth and beƩer turf grass density. 

 

 

Figure 4 Sanding our fairways March and October 

As Paul and his team conƟnue to adapt to challenging and changing weather paƩerns 
it is clear that the decisions made over the last few years to irrigate, sand, overseed, 
ferƟlize and verƟ-drain have paid dividends, giving members the privilege of playing on 
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top quality fairways right up to late October. The Team see scope for further 
improvements as they adapt the new irrigaƟon system into the maintenance 
programme, and we would urge you to play your part by replacing divots or using a 
sandbag. 

Aquaturf IrrigaƟon Systems will be onsite over the winter months to raise any sprinkler 
heads that have sunk.  They will, in conjuncƟon with Toro support units, conƟnue 
training our staff on the repairs and maintenance of the irrigaƟon system to ensure 
maximum benefits to the Club. 

Tee Boxes: ReconstrucƟon of the 11th Tee box complex was due to start in February 
2023. This was to bring it up to USGA standards making it wider, longer and aligned 
towards the fairway. In November 2022 the work was brought forward at short noƟce, 
due to a gap in the contractor’s calendar, allowing reconstrucƟon to be carried out over 
the winter and the new tee boxes to be back in play for the first Major of the 2023 
season.  

The 5th Tee box is scheduled for reconstrucƟon in the 2023/2024 season.  Ten of our 
tee boxes have been rebuilt to USGA standards to date with eight remaining.  

Greens:  

 

Figure 5 Hollow coring one green, shade on another 

The greens have performed well again in 2023 - consistent, firm, smooth ball roll and 
good grass density.  Our big challenges are moss control and disease prevenƟon. On 
his annual visit, Course agronomist Eddie Connaughton agreed with Paul Fitzgerald 
that we need to promote more natural methods of protecƟng our greens from disease.  
This is in view of new EU laws rescinding the use of various chemicals that would have 
been used by Greenkeepers up to recently. Chief among the natural methods is to 
allow more light and air to the area. We idenƟfied trees around our worst performing 
greens that could be reduced in height to allow more winter light onto the puƫng 
surface without compromising safety or playability. Removal of the scrub between the 
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4th tee box and the 17th green, carried out last year for the same reason, has led to a 
marked reducƟon in moss on the 17th green. 

Work is scheduled to begin on the 9th green later this year to prevent water pooling on 
the front apron.  

Bunkers:  The maintenance rouƟne implemented last year was refined and conƟnued 
this season. 

While the weƩer weather condiƟons in 2023 reduced many of last year’s issues, the 
team idenƟfied certain ‘problem’ bunkers which then received extra aƩenƟon all 
summer.  Sand was topped up and compacted when deemed necessary (always a 
delicate balancing act) and uneven sand distribuƟon in the base of these bunkers was 
addressed.  

Maintenance consists of a full manual rake, carried out twice a week in Summer and 
once a week in Winter, to ensure correct sand distribuƟon, stone and weed removal.  
A footprint rake and repair of animal damage is completed on compeƟƟon days. 

The Team is working hard to prepare the bunkers for us, and we need to work as hard 
to maintain them for each other. Uneven distribuƟon of sand in the base of the bunker 
is caused mainly by poor raking technique and we can play our part in reducing this 
issue. 

Tree Management:  Trees around the course, especially at the boundaries, are 
monitored regularly for health and stability. This year we conƟnued our 
programme of crown raising and pruning to maintain resistance to weather and 
disease. 

In line with our tree management plan, we removed six dead elm trees from the 
boundary of the sixth hole – these were replaced with six semi mature maple. Three 
diseased Poplars have been removed from behind the 14th green and we lost a large 
Holm Oak behind the Men’s 7th tee box. 

 

Figure 6 Crown raising allows air to circulate around the course 
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Other works: We had a contractor on-site this Autumn to culvert 12 metres of stream 
in a valley to the leŌ-hand side of the 10th fairway and behind the Men’s 11th tee box. 
We use this ground to dispose of green waste – grass clippings, leaves, wood chippings 
etc avoiding costly dumping fees. 

The contractor also created a hundred metres of French Drain in the area to the leŌ of 
the pracƟce ground, piping the stagnant water into the main drain and covering all 
with gravel. 

Earlier in the year we looked at replacing the teak benches on the course but as the 
season progressed, we made the decision to refurbish them instead. They are back on 
the course now painted and repaired. 

I would like to extend my thanks to Paul Fitzgerald, Niall Morgan and all the Course 
Team for the experƟse and hard work they have shown in presenƟng the course in top 
class condiƟon throughout the year. 
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House – John Rogan – 

 

From the outset, the House Committee has been aspiring to the vision of “Enhancing 
the Member and Guest” experience at Castle Golf Club. While some good progress has 
been made in 2023, we expect the results of the hard work to shine in 2024. 
 
The road to partnership between the Castle Bar and Catering functions is ongoing. In 
2023 we achieved an important service objective in integrating the Bar and Catering 
Till Systems to allow for consolidated billing (of food and drink). In addition, Standard 
Operating Procedures have been drafted and are currently under review by the House 
Committee and Castle Management. The objectives of the Standard Operating 
Procedures is set the expected standard levels for all staff and ensure the necessary 
training is in place. 
 
In order to continue to drive positive change in our food and beverage service levels 
we are currently recruiting a Food & Beverage Manager to oversee the operating 
function of the Castle Bar and coordinate the service standards between both the 
Castle Bar and Catering to a high standard.  
 
The renovation and building works on the Men’s Locker Room was completed earlier 
this year. I would like to Thank the sub committee who worked tirelessly on this project 
and delivered the project within budget, which is no mean feat in an inflationary 
economy. Thank you Rob Stanley, Declan Allen, Hilary Haydon and Frank Ennis. 
 
Over the course of the year, we had great success in our major Clubhouse events and 
functions, including our Pro Am, where the food and beverage and service levels from 
both teams were very well received. We also hosted several very successful corporate 
days with high end clients where again our clubhouse service was applauded.    
 
In 2024 our key priorities for House is to lift the overall presentation standards of the 
Clubhouse, perform some cosmetic upgrades to the Clubhouse and focus on delivering 
enhanced daily service levels to our members and guests.  
 
On behalf of all the Members I would like to Thank the House CommiƩee of Loraine 
Cunningham, Keara Curran, Graham Walsh and Brendan Flynn for all their “spare” Ɵme 
that they afford to helping Castle be a beƩer place for all Members. We would also like 
to Thank the enƟre Castle Team, THANK YOU to Paul Paterson, Barbara, Elaine, Bernie 
and Alan, Lauryn and all the bar staff, Jean Martella, Iulia and the Bliss Cuisine Team, 
Josh and Alex and last but by no means least, Philip Hollowed who puts in an incredible 
effort by the scenes.  
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The House CommiƩee would like to take this opportunity to especially thank Bernie 
Doyle for all her years of service, support, friendship and hard work for Castle. We wish 
Bernie many long years of happiness for her reƟrement.  

The House Committee are looking forward to 2024, with new challenges and 
opportunities and look forward to welcoming all Members and their guests to our club. 
 
 
Social – John Rogan – 

 

The Social CommiƩee would like to Thank all the Members and their guests for 
supporƟng the Social Events throughout the year. Without Member parƟcipaƟon the 
Social FuncƟon of the Castle Golf Club cannot thrive. 

The Social Calendar started with a big bang, Halloween and Fireworks!! The Castle 
Clubhouse was full to the raŌers with many generaƟons of Castle Members aƩending 
this great annual event. The fancy dress costumes, on the children and some of the 
adults were amazing and it was clear some great effort went into the costumes. Once 
again, the Fireworks were beƩer than ever, it was an incredible display with plenty of 
WOW moments. Big Thanks to Genie Mackers for entertaining our smaller Members 
with games and acƟviƟes. 

In November, we said “Farewell” to Captain’s Lisa and Declan. Another full house 
enjoyed a delicious meal provided by Bliss and were entertained by the incredible 
Castle talent of Fergus McCaulay, Leo Norris, Philip Murphy and Maria Stanley and her 
choir of Ronan and Michael McDermot, Philip Daly, Sean O’Toole, Jimmy Quinn and 
Peter Dempsey. Despite a technical hitch, the show conƟnued well into the night. 

AŌer his break caused by the COVID Pandemic, Santa returned to Castle on two dates 
in December. All the Members were delighted to welcome Santa back and the two 
dates were a complete sell out. 

AŌer a relaƟvely quiet January, the Castle Clubhouse “Rocked” the night away for the 
“BaƩle of The Bands” Winter League Finals night. From the very start DJ Colin got the 
Members up and dancing (some on the tables).  This will go down as one of the best 
Finals Nights. 

In April we held our annual Memorial Service in Memory of our Deceased Members, 
Family and Friends. This was such a special evening and once again our Members 
aƩended in record numbers. The expanded choir under the expert direcƟon of Maria 
Stanley and the contribuƟons of the clergy, all created the perfect atmosphere for this 
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very special event. Special Thanks to Captain Anna for all her efforts in making this a 
very special Castle occasion. 

The summer months hosted the Captains Week for Captain’s Anna and Frank. Captain 
Frank’s Night will be long remembered for the “Members Sing Song” in the Bar, lead 
by the talented Fergus McCaulay, Leo Norris and Lorainne Cunningham, who all 
rescued the night aŌer the DJ got lost on the way to Castle!!!   

Unfortunately, there were no Celebrity Lunches this year but rest assured the 
CommiƩee are working harder than ever to arrange the CelebriƟes for the coming year. 
The Lunches will return. 

As a Club, we are so lucky to have such a capable and sociable commiƩee who are 
always guaranteed the support of the Castle Staff, everyone working together 
guarantees success. On behalf of all the Members I would like to Thank – Barbara 
O’Neill, Maria Stanley, Anne Hogarty, Fiona McDonagh, Amy Cosgrave, Collie Gleeson 
and Graham Walsh from the CommiƩee for all their “spare” Ɵme that they afford to 
organising the Social FuncƟons. It would be impossible to deliver our Social Events to 
such a high standard without the help of our Castle Team, THANK YOU to Paul Paterson, 
Barbara (again), Elaine, Bernie and Alan, Lauryn and all the bar staff, Jean Martella, 
Iulia and the Bliss Cuisine Team, Josh and Alex and last but by no means least, Philip 
Hollowed who puts in an incredible effort by the scenes.  

The Social CommiƩee would like to take this opportunity to especially Thank Bernie 
Doyle for all her years of service, support, friendship and hard work for the Castle Social 
FuncƟons. Her experience and good humour made the running of the events so much 
easier. We wish Bernie many long years of happiness for her reƟrement.  

To all the Members, remember that the Social CommiƩee and Castle Golf Club needs 
you! Your conƟnued support for the social funcƟons would be greatly appreciated. 
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Marketing and Communications Committee Report 
 

The marketing and communications committee promotes and maintains 
communication channels with club members. 

Our primary communication channel for club members is the weekly newsletter, 
which is vital in keeping members informed. The newsletter includes content relating 
to golf news, highlights from club social events, golfing tips and rules, interclub 
competition updates, and more. 

In 2023, the marketing and communications committee embarked on a branding 
exercise to refresh the club's crest and create brand guidelines to facilitate consistency 
and professionalism across all our communication channels and marketing collateral. 

As part of this branding exercise, event-specific branding was created and 
implemented for a number of major events in 2023. This included the Pro-Am, Father 
and Son, and Mother and Daughter.  Each event had its own unique branding elements 
while maintaining consistency with the club's overarching brand. 

The brand guidelines will be consistently incorporated into all marketing efforts, 
including branded merchandise, our website, club clothing, and signage. The long-
term goal of the marketing and communications committee is to further strengthen 
the club's brand for both members and visitors. 

Special thanks to the members of the marketing and communications committee, 
along with the office staff, for their support throughout the year. 
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Boundary CommiƩee  

The Boundary CommiƩee conƟnues to monitor all the acƟvity along our boundaries.  
The Course Superintendent and General Manager conƟnue to have dialogue with our 
neighbours where necessary to deal with all issues that arise along our boundary. 

 

Charity Day 2023 – Brendan Meaney & Siobhan McCarthy    
  
 
What a fabulous day we had on Friday 26th May, for our annual Charity Day.  
 
Our Captains Anna and Frank’s nominated charity was the Oesophageal Cancer Fund, 
a worthy and worthwhile charity carrying out tremendous work supporting those 
diagnosed with oesophageal cancer. A number of smaller charities were also 
supported. Through the generosity of our members, over €32,000 was raised.  
 
180 golfers played a scramble in glorious sunshine followed by a great evening of fun 
and entertainment.  
 
A sponsored cycle was undertaken on Friday 19th May (100K) and Sunday 21st May 
(50K). Well done to all cyclists, especially to Gerry Kane who joined in on both days.  
 
Auction items were, once again, so very generously donated as well as all our raffle 
and golf prizes. We are very grateful for the generosity and thoughtfulness of all our 
members.  
 
Finally, a huge thank you to the Charity Day committee who, once again, made this 
day a huge success. 
 
 
The Benevolent Trust  
 
The purpose of The Castle Golf Club Benevolent Trust is to provide financial assistance 
in cases of necessity to members, ex-members and families of members of the Club.    
  
Members, who become aware of persons who would benefit from the Trust, and who 
would welcome support, should contact the General Manager.  All matters referred to 
the Trust are confidential.   
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Bridge Report – Margaret McConville 

 

Season 2022/23 – It was wonderful to get back to a full season of playing bridge in 
person aŌer Covid.  A big thank you again to Paul Williams who kept us all going 
online on BBO when restricƟons were sƟll in place. 

 
The Rose Bowl which is an inter golf club (bridge secƟon) compeƟƟon was held twice 
in this season due to Covid, Rathfarnham being host in September ’22 and Dun 
Laoghaire in April ’23.  Seven Golf Clubs parƟcipate.  Castle will be hosƟng this 
compeƟƟon in February 2024.  We will also be hosƟng our annual team match 
against Grange in March ’24. 

 
We had a lot of fun at our Christmas Party in December, winners were George 
MeloƩe & Norrie Egan, Marie Fitzpatrick & Tom Woulfe, Sylvia O’Doherty & Philip 
Murphy, and Brenda Lenehan & AusƟn Duke.  The Captains, Frank & Anna aƩended 
the celebraƟons. 

We held our Charity Night in January 2023 and raised 2,000 euro for Dublin Simon. 

Over 30 people aƩended the lessons during this season.  We had a wonderful 
teacher in Valerie Burke Moran.  We are delighted to see that some of these students 
have started playing regularly on a Monday night. 

The Bridge secƟon in Castle Golf Club is a very vibrant secƟon and we look forward to 
seeing you all in the new season.  Our calibre of bridge player is improving all the 
Ɵme.  Four of our members represented Leinster in the Interprovincials this year. 

Major Winners in the Season ‘22/’23 

 

CompeƟƟon Winners 
Joyce Church Trophy 
(held over 3 nights with 3 
different partners). 

Margaret McConville. 

Centenary Trophy Team of 4 
(2-night compeƟƟon) 

Tom Woulfe & Gerry Dunne 
Tony & BeƩy Bourke. 

Silver Salver 
(held over 2 nights) 

Angela O’Connor & Eleanor Fitzgerald. 

Silver Plate John & Maureen Sheridan. 
President’s Prize Evelyn O’Connor & Maureen Nolan. 
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Pavilion Members – Eva Cavey  

It was a privilege for me to be afforded the opportunity to act as Chair of the 
Pavilion CommiƩee this year.  I enjoyed every moment of it. 

We saw very strong parƟcipaƟon from Pavilion Members in our monthly 
compeƟƟons and it was great to see so many lady members parƟcipate in our 
events. All our events were fully subscribed. Thank you to all the Pavilion Members 
for taking part, without your parƟcipaƟon these events would not be a success. 

This year, Hilary Timoney and Una Power were joined by six new commiƩee 
members (Eva Cavey, Patricia O’Neill, Ronan Brady, Ben Burton, Brendan Keary, 
and John O’Keeffe). 

I am very grateful to Michael O’Neill our Pavilion Board RepresentaƟve for all his 
support, for being so responsive and for his paƟence and assistance given to me 
this year.  

Thank you to Paul Paterson GM, Barbara, and Elaine for always taking my calls!  

Thank you also to the Club Professionals, Caddy masters (in parƟcular Trevor who 
is an absolute gem), and all the Dining/Bar staff who provided service with a smile. 

Finally, I wish to thank my commiƩee for their tremendous support during the 
year.  You were a great source of encouragement to me, and I thank you all most 
sincerely. 

Below is a summary of our year. 

Captains Frank & Anna’s Prize to Pavilion members  

The Captains Prize to Pavilion members was played on Friday 15th April. The sun 
Gods were certainly shining on us this day. There was a good turnout for the golf 
and dinner that night. Thank you to both Anna and Frank for aƩending on the 
night and to Anna for providing treats for all the golfers on the day. The 1st prize 
winners were Una Power with a score of 40 points, and James Butler on 38 points, 
2nd prize Doreen CroƩy – 36pts and Brendan Keary - 37 pts and 3rd prize Elaine 
Healy – 33pts & Kevin Daly - 34 pts (CB).  

Pavilion Welcome Evening 

We hosted a welcome evening on the 1st of June for all new Pavilion members who 
joined the Club in 2022 and 2023. It was a lovely welcome and the feedback was 
very posiƟve from everyone who aƩended.  Thank you to Captains Anna and 
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Frank, GM Paul Paterson, and Pavilion Board RepresentaƟve Michael O’Neill for 
aƩending on the night and helping so many to get set up on Clubnet!  

Pavilion Members Group Coaching 

Colin Clancy provided Coaching to Pavilion members over 4 Friday evenings in July. 
This was aƩended by 20 members. The areas covered were puƫng, chipping, 
bunker play, full swing, and course management. The lessons were relaxed and 
fun with some great tuiƟon and Ɵps provided. Thank you to Colin for agreeing to 
do this and taking Ɵme out of his busy schedule! 

Pavilion 9 Hole CompeƟƟons  

We ran 4 9-Hole compeƟƟons and 1 13-hole compeƟƟon between April and 
September. The weather got beƩer and beƩer as the months went on. We had a 
great turnout with circa 50 players entering each compeƟƟon. We introduced a 
Twos compeƟƟon to the June and September CompeƟƟons and 3 players birdied 
holes number 3 and 7. These events were thoroughly enjoyed by all with great 
aƩendance in the Clubhouse aŌer. 

Pavilion Ladies Away Day 

A group of 15 Pavilion Lady Members had a wonderful ouƟng on Sunday 27th 
August to Rathsallagh Golf Club. The weather was a bit inclement to start with, 
but the sun came out aŌer a few holes in. The format was a scramble, lots of fun 
was had and new golf friendships were formed.  

Pavilion Valley Events 

We ran our first Mixed Valley Event on Friday 11th August. The format was a strokes 
compeƟƟon. It was a great evening of fun golf and a good opportunity to meet 
other pavilion members.  

We ran a 2nd event on Friday 8th September for 16 Pavilion Lady Members. The 
format was a 4 Ball Waltz. We had a lovely evening and enjoyed a rare opportunity 
to dine on the veranda so late into the evening. We look forward to hosƟng more 
of these events in the future. 

Annual Castle v Grange Pavilion Match Play  

We played our Annual Castle Pavilion Members vs Grange Members away on the 
23rd of July with the home leg being played in Castle on Sunday 13th August. It was 
a bit of a wash out at the Grange, but the sun was shining in Castle for the return 
leg. We had 10 teams of 2 for each leg and are delighted to say we won the Cup, 
which hasn’t been won by Castle since 2016! A great achievement by all involved. 
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Huge thanks to Una Power and Ronan Brady for organising the teams and ensuring 
it ran smoothly.  

The Pavilion InvitaƟon  

The Pavilion InvitaƟon was held on Friday 29th September. The event was in high 
demand and sold out within 2 minutes. Twenty teams of 4 parƟcipated on a 
beauƟful sunny day. 1st prize went to Chris Reilly’s team on 92 points, 2nd prize to 
Sally O’Herlihy’s team on 90 points and 3rd prize to Elaine Healy’s team on 86 
points. Thank you to Hilary and Una for helping with the cards that evening.  

Pavilion Match Play Cup & Plate  

Our Matchplay commenced in May. We had 64 entrants to the Men’s comp and 
24 entrants to the Ladies. It was great to see an increased number of ladies 
entering this year.  

The Men’s Cup Final is due to take place in the coming weeks between James 
Butler and Liam Gildea. The Men’s Plate Final is due to take place between Dan 
Holland and Liam Butler.  

The Ladies Final took place on Sunday 15th October on a beauƟful sunny day. The 
Cup was won by Patricia O’Neil with Claire Leavy as runner up. The Plate was won 
by Eva Cavey with Una Power as runner up. It was a great contest for all finalists. 

A huge thanks to Ben Burton, Brendan Keary, and Patricia O’Neill for managing 
the enƟre process.  

Pavilion Golfer of the Year 2023 

We have a unique situaƟon this year where 2 Ladies Ɵed for Golfer of the Year, 
Patricia O’Neil, and Una Power. CongratulaƟons to the very worthy winners. 

The Men’s Pavilion Golfer is yet to be determined pending results from the 
Matchplay. However, James Butler looks likely to come out on top! 

Turkey Shoot & Christmas Party 

We are looking forward to our Turkey Shoot on the 22nd of October and our 
Christmas Party on the 18th of November where the winners of the Matchplay 
and Golfer of the Year will be presented with their prizes. 

Thanks again to the Pavilion CommiƩee for all their hard work.  
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Good Companions Report - Paschal Taggart 

 

2023 was a good year for us. The weather was mixed but good in general. We were 
able to play a good amount of golf every Thursday as per our now ancient custom. 
We have increased our membership and have now 28 playing members. 

 

The major trophy compeƟƟons were held without interrupƟon. The Easter trophy was 
won by Barry Keely. I retained the Fred Bolger Trophy, the Johnny Camp Trophy was 
won by Richard Lenehan, the Frank Marconi by John Sheridan, the Kevin Vaughan 
Trophy by Michael Mooney and the Keogh Bros Trophy by Richard Lenehan. We are 
already into our Turkey & Hamper compeƟƟons and looking forward to Christmas and 
the boƩle day, when our Player of the Year will be announced. 

 

My Captains prize dinner was held on the 12th of October and was a great success. 
My prize was won by Robert Jordan. The Dinner was praised by all, and many thanks 
were expressed to catering staff for their wonderful service and aƩenƟon. 
 

Whilst we are aware of Castle members who sadly passed away during the year, 
including John Daly a past member of ours and Jim Doyle past president and Captain 
of the Castle, both members sadly passed in late December 2022, aŌer our 2022 
annual report was wriƩen. May they rest in peace. 

 

Finally, as The Good Companions conƟnues to grow, we are looking forward to a 
great 2024. We regreƩed having to cancel the Mixed Mexican Scramble, it was 
however in a good cause. The ladies, who were otherwise engaged, won the Junior 
Cup well done. And well done to all the other Castle winners during the year. 

 

We greatly appreciate our Golf every Thursday, for some members it’s the only Ɵme 
they can set aside to play. Geƫng out in the air for nine holes and a bit of company 
and a chat in the clubhouse aŌerwards is the highlight of most members week. We 
wish to express our thanks to the Castle staff both in the Office, Barbara and Elaine 
the catering and the bar. We thank Philip, Josh and Alex for their assistance and help 
to the Good Companions which is greatly appreciated. 
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Conclusion Captains Report - Frank O’Hare & Anna MelloƩe 

 

 

 

We were very honoured to have been chosen to be your captains for 2023. We would 
like to thank all our members for their support throughout the year. We in turn were 
very well supported by the club board, our ladies and men’s commiƩees, and our 
Castle staff which we truly appreciated. 

A special thanks to our chair (John Coman) and our President Michael Bollard for their 
unwavering support throughout the year. Our year was touched with some sadness 
with the unexpected loss of our previous finance director Mark Hutch and the passing 
of two former lady captains Vivienne Wallis and Maura McEvoy. 

 
Staff 

Firstly, we would like to thank our General Manager, Paul Paterson, for the huge 
support he gave both of us during the year. He was always available to us and played a 
vital part in organizing the many events that occurred in the club during the year. 
Barbara and Elaine in the office were always so helpful, pleasant, and efficient. Their 
dedicaƟon to the club and the members is very much appreciated by us. 

There were many enjoyable social events held in the club in 2023, which could not 
have been delivered without all the staff in Bliss Catering, led by Jean, Yvonne and Iulia, 
the bar staff led by Bernie, Alan and Lauryn, and our facility manager Philip Hollowed 
who once again went beyond the call of duty to help everyone, members, and guests 
alike.  We also would like to thank Alex, Josh and Trevor in the Caddymaster facility 
who always greeted us and our visitors with a smile and a helpful hand. 
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Wins 

It was a very successful year, not alone in terms of golfing success but also in general 
club acƟvity with a series of well supported social events, our very successful Pro-Am 
and a clinic from golfing superstar Leona Maguire. 

Castle Golf Club once again had an outstanding and successful interclub season. Our 
teams won 5 pennants including two All-Ireland pennants, (from our senior cup men’s 
team and our junior club ladies team), three Leinster pennants, including the 
Metropolitan Cup. 

Our first All-Ireland pennant of 2023 was won in Dun Laoghaire. Our Senior Cup team 
beat Lee Valley in the quarter final and then faced Rosses Point. It was a tense affair 
with extra holes required to secure victory over a very strong Co. Sligo team. In the 
aŌernoon, we faced Naas Golf club in a match that ebbed and flowed throughout the 
aŌernoon. Injury forced Peter McKeever out, so Dan Holland was draŌed in. In the end 
it was points from Rob Moran, Ross McKeever and Alex Gleeson that secured the win 
in a very Ɵght match! 

Our ladies Junior Cup Team won the second all Ireland pennant for the club aŌer a 
successful all Ireland campaign that brought them to Cork and Westport. It was with 
great pride that Captain Anna received the All-Ireland Pennant and Junior Cup Trophy 
in Mayo from Junior Cup team manager Sinead Heraty. 

Our metro team this year saw a blend of youth and experience to represent us in all 
matches. Carrying a 6-1 lead to the away match, the first aƩempt was called off due to 
the weather. We re-scheduled and headed to Clontarf confident but not cocky. The 
weather gods conspired again, and we had to go to extra holes twice. In the end Sam 
Shepperd secured the vital point on the fourth Ɵe hole in awful condiƟons. This was 
the first Ɵme that Castle won this trophy! 

The welcome that each of the teams received returning to the club with their pennants 
and trophies was upliŌing and a good night was held by all on those nights. 

Our senior team, managed by Arthur McEvoy and James Beahan, have been invited to 
represent Ireland in the European Club championship in late October. 

As captains, we acknowledge and thank most sincerely the huge effort and dedicaƟon 
that the managers, the Senior Cup panel, the Junior Cup panel and the Metropolitan 
Cup panel gave to the club in achieving this success. 

Our ongoing success in interclub golf compeƟƟons owes much to the dedicaƟon to 
pracƟce by our members and team players but also to the excellent coaching provided 
by our club professional Colin Clancy and his team. Also, we would like to wish Max 
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Benner the very best as he leaves for Australia on another chapter of his life and 
welcome Ian Halpin, our new assistant club professional.  

Another major factor in our interclub success is the sterling work that has been done 
by our team managers. Over 60 volunteers parƟcipated in managing interclub teams 
in 2023. Our team co-ordinators, Shane Daly and Edwina Jennings, did a huge amount 
of work arranging matches and booking tee Ɵmes.  

On 18th of June, we held our first pro-am since 2008. It was a huge success and the 
feedback we received tremendous feedback from the PGA, the Pro`s and the guests. 
The pro-am commiƩee did an excellent job in organising the event and we have now 
some funds set aside for junior coaching and enhancing our pracƟce faciliƟes.     

The Father and Son compeƟƟon took place again in July and we had over 400 players 
compeƟng. The all-Castle pairing of Peter and John Cosgrave were victorious, aŌer a 
week of amazing golf, defeaƟng the Cummins from Ardee/Cloverhill.  

CongratulaƟons to Nadine Cliona Cosgrave who won the Mother and Daughter 
CompeƟƟon on Sunday 10th September. A big thank you to Amy Cosgrave for 
organising the event and to Colin Galligan, Medipharm who sponsored the 
compeƟƟon. This compeƟƟon is going from strength to strength each year and was 
very well supported once again this year.  

Junior Golf 

We all recognise that the junior golfers are the future of our club and that the Junior 
golf program is very important. We want to pay tribute to Vice Captain Brendan 
Meaney who chaired the junior golf commiƩee, and all the volunteers who 
parƟcipated in the coaching for our young golfers. A special note of congratulaƟons to 
U15 boys who won the Elm Park trophy this year. The highlight of the year for our junior 
golfers was the clinic provided by Leona Maguire to them on August 25th. 

Wednesday InvitaƟon 

There was a great response to our Wednesday invitaƟon compeƟƟons, with the 13/14 
hole and the 9-hole compeƟƟons receiving wide support throughout the summer 
season. It was a pleasure to see so many members and guests dining in the clubhouse 
and enjoying the social events. 

Course 

The irrigaƟon works were finished in early spring, and this made a significant difference 
to the course throughout the year. It looked magnificent and we received many 
compliments about the course condiƟon of the course from our visitors and guests. A 
huge thank you to Paul Fitzgerald and his team for their hard work and experƟse in 
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maintaining the course.  We want to acknowledge the support and work of the course 
commiƩee chaired by Eleanor Fitzgerald. 

 

Bridge 

Bridge was well supported throughout 2023 and would like to thank Paul Williams, 
immediate past president, for all the hard work he did during the pandemic to keep 
Castle bridge going remotely. We would like to congratulate our new bridge club 
president Margaret McConville and wish her and all the bridge commiƩee a very 
enjoyable season ahead. 

 

Social 

2023 saw a very busy social calendar with the many events as outlined above. The year 
started off with Nollaig Na mBan, followed by our Captains Drive-in on the 5th of 
February before a very successful winter league baƩle of the band compeƟƟon. The 
year conƟnued with dancing classes, Captains dinners and Captains prize nights, 
President prize nights and of course our successful pro-am compeƟƟon and dinner. We 
had a great response to our request from our members and their families for artwork 
for our art exhibiƟon which was on display during October. 

 

In snooker, we reached the final of the Ted Fearon which was held in Milltown. 
Unfortunately, we were defeated by a very strong Grange Team. 

Finally, we wish to pay a special tribute to our families and friends without whom we 
could not have given the same commitment as we did. We also want to thank all the 
members of Castle golf club for the kindness you have shown us over the past two 
years. 

We wish Brendan and Siobhan the very best as they take over as captains of this great 
club in 2024 and thank them for their support to us in 2023. 

 


